
FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 
 
 
Ancestry has a vastly important role in our lives.  It plays a part in many of our characteristics as we grow older.  
Our personality and parenting style is shaped by how we see our parents act.  Our interests are largely in part of 
what our parents like.  We are generally fans of specific teams because our parents or grandparents had those 
teams’ games on in the house. 
 
More than all of that, our ancestors shape our religious beliefs.  Many of us may go to church because our 
parents brought us to church growing up.  Through repetition, the faith that we saw in our parents became our 
faith.  Often times, though, we need to be careful that our faith grows and does not merely rely on our parents. 
 
Often times we see families who stop going to church when the patriarch (or matriarch) of the family dies.  They 
never had a deep faith.  They only came to church because mom or dad (grandma or grandpa) did.  They were 
more worried about pleasing their earthly father than they were about the Heavenly Father. 
 
In Luke 9 we see a similar situation: 59 Jesus said to another man, “Follow me.”But he replied, “Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my 
family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God.” 
 
Who was this father?  Was he a good Jew or a Pharisee who was too closed minded to accept faith in this 
Jesus?  Was the son more interested in pleasing his family than Jesus?  We don’t know. 
 
Families can be very persuasive.  If the man goes back to see his family, they will likely dissuade him from 
following Jesus.  The man is likely to forget about faith in the midst of the love of his family during the funeral.  
He is more likely to abandon his new faith in Jesus because of his family’s faith. 
 
What is holding you back from Jesus?  Are you just coming to worship to honor your parents’ faith?  Are you not 
following Jesus because we are worried about what our parents might think?  Jesus must take priority over all 
else! 
 
If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:26) 
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