
GROWING FAITH IN OTHERS (PART 2): 
Being a Neighbor 
 
 
In the gospel of Luke, there is a man who asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus answered, 
“How do you interpret what is in the Law?”  The man answered, “Love the Lord you God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength, and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself (Luke 10:25-27 paraphrased).” 
 
The lawyer wasn’t done there.  He needed to find a loophole.  Being a lawyer is all about the loophole.  He 
needed to find a way where he could be justified. “Who is my neighbor?”  He needed a way to prove that he 
didn’t have to help the people he didn’t want to help. 
 
Jesus doesn’t answer the question.  It is amazing He rarely answers peoples’ questions.  He usually approaches 
then in a different way.  “Instead of answering who is our neighbor?”  He answers, “How should we be a 
neighbor?”  
 
Erika was sick one night and I had to knock on a neighbor’s door to stay in the house with Connor while I took 
Erika to the Emergency room in the middle of the night.  It was a bit inconvenient for him to come over and help, 
but he was happy to do it.  For him, it was just part of being a good neighbor. 
 
Being a good neighbor is showing mercy and helping those who cannot help themselves in some capacity.  
Maybe they need someone to watch their kids.  Maybe they need a listening ear.  Maybe they need someone to 
give them a smile.  Maybe they need someone to give them medical care and literally pick them up off the 
ground like the man in the story. 
 
The sad part of the story is the man who should have been righteous was looking for a loophole while the 
Samaritan, who was viewed by the Jews as a sinful half-breed, was the righteous neighbor.  
 
Are we quick to find a loophole?  Do we find excuses not to love?  Is it because they are Muslim?  Because they 
are LGBQT?  Because they are illegal immigrants?  Jesus calls us to be a neighbor and show mercy to all. 
 
Mister Rogers would always ask the question at the start of every television show:  Won’t you be my neighbor? 
He was telling everyone, “I am and want to be a neighbor to you.”  This is precisely the call of Jesus:  Love God 
and love your neighbor by being a neighbor.  Do this and you will live 
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