
What About Cremation? 
 
This week at the Winter Olympics, American skier Lindsey Vonn spread her grandfather’s ashes on one of the 
mountains in South Korea.  He was a Korean war veteran and supported her skiing very much.  She passed 
away not long before the Olympics and was not able to watch her perform.  Lindsey felt it was appropriate to 
take some of his cremains and leave them there. 
 
How should a Christian view cremation?  Is it ok in light of the resurrection and return of Jesus?  To answer this, 
let me tell you what I believe: 
 
I believe Jesus made Adam from the dust of the earth. 
 
I believe God parted the Red Sea and people crossed on dry land. 
 
I believe God caused a valley full of bones to come back to life. 
 
I believe God shut the mouth of lions. 
 
I believe God spoke through the prophets to help His people navigate future events. 
 
I believe God, through the prophets, brought people back to life. 
 
I believe that Mary gave birth to a son while still being a virgin. 
 
I believe Jesus over long distances healed people with a spoken word. 
 
I believe Jesus has the power to raise people from the dead. 
 
I believe in an all-powerful Savior! 
 
Can Jesus bring ashes back together that were buried in America but some spread in Korea?  YES!  When we 
die, out body decomposes.  Cremation simply speeds up that process.  Since the Bible says nothing specifically 
about it, we must use wisdom in regards to the silence of the scripture.  I think wisdom would tell us that if our 
family member wants to be cremated, we should support that decision. 
 
Some other questions might include: 
 
Is cremation environmentally friendly?  Yes.  The machines that they use to cremate have been tested and 
approved.  Don’t worry, you aren’t breathing in dead people. 
 
What are the cremains made of?  The cremation process gets rid of all the organic material.  All that is left is the 
basic element of Carbon. It is only dust. 
 
Can I spread my loved one’s ashes anywhere?  No.  Much of that depends on local laws.  Check with the local 
authorities before you go spreading.  If they say no, bring some dirt, grass, or water from that place and put it on 
or in the grave to bring that place to your loved one instead. 
 
Alex Swango 
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