
Invasive Species (Part 1) 
 
Every year there is an insect I that seems to me to be more populous than in years past. Now, I should be clear 
on this, it is most likely due to my limited knowledge and lack of attention to the bug world. I remember one 
summer as a child where the Japanese Beetles where everywhere. We set up a couple traps in our yard and 
frequently would catch hundreds seemingly every hour. But the next year the population was down and there 
didn’t seem to by much of an issue. Remember the “sweat bees” from a couple years ago? I haven’t seen any 
since. This year it is the gnats. Every time I load the kids in the van there seems to be ten or fifteen on the inside 
of the windshield. 
 
An invasive species is a species of plants, animals, or insects that become overpopulated. There are a number 
of different factors as to why. It could be that the weather has been good for breeding that specific year, It could 
be that one species is too populous so the government steps in and brings another in to combat it. The problem 
is that the new species has to predator so it can roam free. Or, it could be that it is carried in to the new climate 
by chance. This third reason is why you should only use local firewood when camping. 
 
Sin is a very invasive “species.” When it comes in, it only has one goal: to destroy. Sin comes in various different 
ways. It could be that the devil tempts you and you give in. Maybe sin comes through you your peers. You may 
figure it can’t be that bad if everyone else is doing it. Whatever the case is, it only leads to death. 
 
Jesus talks about when a person gets rid of an impure spirit and does not fill it with better things it comes back 
with seven other spirits and leaves the condition of the person worse than before (Mt 12:43-45). We need to get 
rid of sin and replace it with The Spirit. If we do not, that invasive species will return and give birth to more sin 
which will lead to death. 
 
-Alex Swango 
 
 
Non-native species (Part 2) 
 
This week we decided to do some much needed weeding around the house. Isn’t is amazing that when you 
don’t put in the much needed effort that the plant grow out of control? It takes time and effort to maintain 
household plants. Indoor or outdoor, plants need constant time and attention to thrive. There is not enough 
sunlight on the inside. However, if you put the plant in a window on the wrong side of the house, it can get too 
much. For an outside plant, you have to constantly fight weeds, overgrowth, and even animals eating the 
vegetation. It can be frustrating for people like me who don’t have a green thumb. 
 
However, if done right, it is totally worth it. Having flowers and other plants, trees, and bushes around can be 
nice to the eye and make a house a home. 
 
Recently, we discussed invasive species. These are the types that come in and are unwanted. Household 
plants, on the other hand, are “non-native species.” These are species that are brought in by humans, but can 
only reproduce with human help. This is very much unlike invasive things that produce too rapidly on their own. 
 
Sin seems to multiply quickly if remained unchecked. Sanctification, however, is always accompanied by a verb. 
Sanctification takes work (1 Pet 1:2). 
 
As Christians, our job is to work on sanctification through the Spirit. We work daily to deny ourselves (Lk 9:23). 
We work daily to grow in the spirit. I love the way 2 Peter talks about this: Bretheren, be all the more diligent to 
make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never 
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stumble’ for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be 
abundantly supplied to you (2 Pet 1:10-11). 
 
As a non-native species to this world and a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20) we continually practice 
sanctification and the Spirit will add more and more to us. The more we seek His will and His kingdom, he will 
continually add to our faith and he will rid us of the overgrowth, the weeds, and keep our enemy, the devil, away. 
 
Alex Swango 
 
 
 


