
One of my favorite Christmas characters is the Grinch. Who doesn’t love watching 
the animated special every year? I especially love it when the song “You’re a Mean 
One, Mr. Grinch” comes on. I think most everyone enjoys trying to sing that low. 
Sure there has to be a better reason why we like that story so much. I believe there 
is.  

How the Grinch Stole Christmas is a great story about repentance and redemption. A 
story of a character so evil, he wouldn’t want to be touched with a 39-½ foot pole 
and has a soul made of a three-decker sauerkraut and toadstool sandwich with 
arsenic sauce. Yet, for all his faults he changes in the end thanks to the power of 
Christmas, the example of Cindy Lou Who, and the entire’s town’s belief that 
Christmas is more than physical things!  

This story is a whole lot like our spiritual journey. We at different times in our lives 
can be and have been each of these characters:  

The Grinch: He represents the change in our lives through Jesus. There is nothing 
like the change Christ brings in our lives. In 1 Cor 6 we have a list of the deeds of the 
flesh that lead to destruction at the end of that list Paul says in verse 11, “As WERE 
some of you.” It reminds me of the song “The vilest offender who truly obeys, that 
moment will enter the heavenly way.” 

Cindy Lou Who: She represents the impact one Christian can have on another. She 
simply is open and honest as she catches the Grinch in the act of thievery. Her 
example surely gets him thinking about his life choices. It is significant that the 
kingdom of God belongs to little children. Living life as an example of Christ lets our 
light shine and people WILL see Him (2 Cor 2:14). 

Whoville: They represent the Church. In the midst of every visual reminder 
Christmas being gone, they still celebrated! Paul tells us in Philippians 4 to rejoice in 
all circumstances and let gentleness be evident. When we turn to God in the midst of 
good and bad times, it will be evident to those around us. The Grinch wanted that 
peace that transcends all understanding because Whoville showed the world what it 
looked like. 

I hope we model all three characters in our lives. I hope we like The Grinch will 
always be ready to repent (Lk 13:5). I hope we model Cindy Lou Who and tell the 
world of the saving grace of Jesus. And I hope we as a church live in unity and show 
our community that we have a peace the world cannot give (Jn 16:33)! 


