
WHY DO THE WICKED PROSPER? 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Habakkuk 1:2-4; 1:13.   From Roy H. Enoch (11-20-1994). 
 B. Habakkuk is a short prophetic book of the OT that deals w/the age-old problem of sin and punishment. 
  1. In Chapter 1, He questions God about why He would use a nation more wicked to punish His  
   people. 
   a. In 1:2-4 he asks how long the wickedness will continue while they cry to the Lord for  
    deliverance. 
   b. In 1:5-11 give God's prophecy about how he will use the Chaldeans (Babylon) to thrash the 
    nations and Judah. 
   c. In 1:12-17 he questions why He uses the wicked to devour those more righteous than they. 
  2. In chapter 2 God answers the two questions of chapter 1. 
   a. To the question of how long will the wicked continue, God says that He is raising up Babylon 
    who would soon punish the wicked (2:1-3). 
   b. Hab. 2:4 "...but the just shall live by his faith." 
   c. In 2:5-12,15-17 the Lord teaches that all will receive punishment according to their works. 
   d. In 2:13,14 God will be just and the earth will be covered w/the knowledge of His glory. 
   e. In 2:18-19 show that lifeless images are worthless. 
   f. But the Lord lives in His holy temple (2:20). 
  3. Chapter 3 is a beautiful psalm or prayer of praise that is one of the greatest testimonies of faith in 
   the Bible. 
   a. The focus of the prayer is in 3:2 where he asks God to repeat the great deliverances of past 
    years. 
   b. 3:3-11 gives a beautiful figurative description of God's power and glory in nature. 
   c. 3:12-15 describes God's great work of punishing the wicked in his justice. 
   d. In 3:16-17 he accepts the inevitability of God's punishment for His people's sins. 
   e. 3:18-19 proclaim God as "my salvation," and "my strength." 
 D. The book of Habakkuk was written at a time when these prophesies would seem impossible. 
  1. Other prophets had predicted similar punishment on Judah, but Habakkuk seems to have been 
   the first to describe this calamity so great that "you would not believe, though it were told you"  
   (the destruction of Jerusalem), (1:5,7).  The language of several passages of Jeremiah seems to 
   reflect the language of Habakkuk. 
  2. When Habakkuk wrote that Chaldea would plunder the nations, it would not be believed because 
   at that time Assyria was the power over Babylon. 
   a. The prophesy was that Chaldea would soon rise to power. 
   b. That seemed unbelievable, but God told Habakkuk to write it down for the record.  See 2:2. 
 E. We study this book to understand why the wicked sometimes seem to prosper and the righteous are 
  oppressed. 
  1. It is just for God to use any instrument to punish sin. 
  2. God will punish the wicked according to their works. 
  3. God is our only hope of salvation. 
 
I. IT IS JUST FOR GOD TO USE ANY INSTRUMENT TO PUNISH SIN (Chapter 1). 
 A. It is difficult for sinful man to realize how bad sin is to God. 
  1. To use a term currently in vogue, "We just don't get it." 
  2. It takes harsh punishment from God for man to realize just how bad sin is. 
  3. We not only underestimate the seriousness of sin, but we overestimate the value of our   
   righteousness. 
   a. Some seem to think that one righteous act makes up for one unrighteous deed. 
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   b. But think of the matter of confidence:  If a person lied to you one time 1 of 10, would you  
    have 90% confidence in him? 
   c. If your car would not start 1 time out of 10, would you feel confident driving it? 
  4. We really do not understand the effect of sin on our heart. 
 B. The only way God could have a righteous people was to purge out those who were evil, and teach the 
  righteous remnant the grave consequences of sin. 
  1. God had to do this even if it meant destroying His city and the beautiful temple that glorified His 
   name. 
  2. He had to do this even if it meant that the nation would have to be carried into captivity and the 
   righteous suffer. 
  3. This was so astonishing in Habakkuk's day that it had to be seen to be believed (1:5,6). 
  4. Paul referred to this passage in his sermon to those of Antioch of Pisidia to describe a similar  
   wonder to the Jews in that day that God was calling the Gentiles who would accept the gospel 
   while those Jews would perish in their stubbornness and unbelief (Ac. 13:38-48). 
 C. Yet, it was still difficult for Habakkuk to understand how God could use such a cruel and wicked nation 
  to punish His people (Hab. 1:12,13). 
  1. This question has troubled every serious student of the Bible when reading the OT. 
  2. Habakkuk showed great faith and spiritual strength when he asked God about it rather than turn 
   away in disbelief. 
  3. We too, need to go to God's word w/our questions rather than the "wisdom of men." 
  4. We need to accept the answer that God gave Habakkuk. 
 
II. GOD WILL PUNISH THE WICKED ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. 
 A. The wicked would be punished for their cruelty. 
  1. The Assyrians had been used to punish the northern ten tribes of Israel, as well as other sinful 
   nations around them. 
  2. The Assyrians themselves would soon be treated as cruelly by the Babylonians as they had  
   treated others. 
  3. The Medes and the Persians would punish and destroy Babylon. 
 B. But God did not always use the wicked to punish the wicked.  Under the Law of Moses It was the  
  righteous who executed the wicked. 
  1. The priest and prophets often carried out God's punishment. 
  2. God often used the angels of heaven to destroy the wicked. 
  3. The nearest of kin was designated to avenge the death of a family member. 
  4. God Himself is often mentioned as punishing the wicked. 
  5. God's punishment is as righteous as his mercy (Rom. 2:5,6). 
 C. God's punishment is sure, although it may not be immediate (Hab. 2:2,3). 
  1. I talked w/a very worldly man last week, and he was bragging about the illegal things that "he had 
   gotten away with". 
  2. I reminded him that we have not "gotten away w/anything" before the judgment.  Many think that 
   since they have not been punished yet, that they will not be at all. 
 
III. GOD IS OUR ONLY HOPE OF SALVATION. 
 A. The praise in chapter 3 is a great example for us. 
  1. Habakkuk did not get the answer he was hoping for. 
   a. He asked God to deliver His people as He had done so mightily in the past (3:2). 
   b. He asked Him "in wrath remember mercy." 
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  2. Yet he extolled God's power and greatness. 
 B. In 3:13 he attributes God's purpose in His works as the salvation of His people. 
  1. We all need to be corrected for our benefit--God punished that they might be saved. 
  2. Just as surgery is sometimes needed and even amputation for the preservation of the body,  
   some may need to be destroyed that the nation might not be lost. 
  3. The disorderly should be put out of the church that they may be saved, and that the church might 
   not be contaminated. 
  4. The Hebrew writer points out that God always chastens for our benefit and because He loves us 
   (Heb. 12:6,9-11). 
 C. Habakkuk does not demand plenty and ease all of the time to be faithful to the Lord (3:17-19). 
  1. We should also love and trust God enough that we do not make our devotion depend on getting 
   what we want. 
  2. We should be grateful enough for all the blessings that He has already given us that we will trust 
   Him even in hardship. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. There are things that we do not understand, and like Job, we may suffer when it is not our fault. 
 B. Rather than giving up our faith when these things happen, those are the times when we need our faith 
  the most. 
 C. If our faith depends on getting our way, we are not trusting God, but our own selfishness. 
 D. When we have hardship, let us say w/Habakkuk, "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
  my salvation.  The Lord God is my strength..." (3:18,19). 
 
 
 


