
What Costs Me Nothing 
 

CONTRIBUTION 
1Chr 21:21-26 
David came to Ornan, and when Ornan looked and saw David, he left the threshing floor 
and bowed to David with his face to the ground. 
Then David said to Ornan, "Give me this threshing floor plot so that I may build an altar to 
the LORD on it.  Give it to me for the full price." 
Ornan said to David, "Take it!  My lord the king may do whatever he wants.  See, I give the 
oxen for the burnt offering, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain 
offering--I give it all." 
King David answered Ornan, "No, I insist on paying the full price, for I will not take for the 
LORD what belongs to you or offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing." 
So David gave Ornan 15 pounds of gold for the plot. 
He built an alter to the LORD there and offered burnt offerings and fellowship offerings.  He 
called on the LORD, and He answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of burnt 
offering. 
 
Even in the OT, David knew that sacrificing to God was just that, a sacrifice.  David knew 
that if he was to give to God, he is the one who must give to God.  He cannot give 
something that was given to him because then it wouldn't be a true sacrifice.  David would 
not give to God that which cost him nothing. 
 
God doesn't recognize what is given or how much is given as much as He recognizes how 
much we sacrifice in our giving!  We see this in David's case as God answers with fire from 
heaven.  Considering the righteous example of David's offering to God, it should cause all 
of us to strive for a higher bar.  Yet Jesus taught that the true pinnacle of giving has a bar 
much higher than that. 
 
Mark 12:41-44 
Sitting across from the temple treasury, He watched how the crowd dropped money into the 
treasury.  Many rich people were putting in large sums. 
And a poor widow came and dropped in two tiny coins worth very little. 
Summoning His disciples, He said to them, "I assure you: This poor widow has put in more 
than all those giving to the temple treasury. 
For they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 
possessed--all she had to live on." 
 
From rich King David to the poor widow, they show us the meaning of giving.  When we 
give, does it cost us like it cost them?  It is for this reason, what happens when we give 
someone else money so that they can give it to the church, such as our children?  What 
benefit do they get by putting someone else's money into the plate--since it costs them 
nothing?  But instead, shouldn't we teach them the principle that our offerings to God 
should cost us something?  Just as King David and the poor widow, we should not give to 
God when it costs us nothing. 
 
We should ask ourselves: are we giving out of our surplus?  Or does our giving cost us? 
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