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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Welcome to our study of the book of Revelation using Victory Assured! as our guide. 
 B. Purchasing the book is not necessary but will help deepen your understanding of the lessons. 
 C. Victory Assured! is a thematic (or subject study) of the book of Revelation.  Victory Assured! does not 
  focus on the various details of the Revelation but rather stressed the main subjects and themes to  
  help the reader gain the overall teachings of the book. 
 D. Last week, Overcoming Idolatry from the letters to Smyrna, Pergamum, and Thyatira: 
   Overcoming Idolatry (Rev. 2:8-29).  
 E. This week, Overcoming Spiritual Death from the letters to Sardis and Philadelphia: 
   Overcoming Spiritual Death (Rev. 3:1-13). 
 
OVERCOMING SPIRITUAL DEATH 
I. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SARDIS (Rev. 3:1-6). 
 A. Scripture text: 
  3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

      He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name 

  that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; 

  for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you have received and 

  heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know 

  at what hour I will come to you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and 

  they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white  

  garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and 

  before His angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 B. Jesus said, 
  1. “I know your deeds,… you are dead.”  Something was terribly wrong with this church.  Jesus  
   knew their deeds all right, but their deeds were not right before God.  They had not been doing 
   the things that made for a spiritually strong, dynamic church.  As some old-timers would say,  
   “They were asleep at the switch!” 
  2. They had everything that gave the appearance of godliness, without the godliness! 
  3. The Lord said, to “Wake up.”  They had forgotten to be about the weightier matters of the law. 
  4. Jesus consequently said, “your deeds are not complete before Me.” 
  5. They needed to start over and they could do it because there were a few people in Sardis who 
   were worthy to be followed. 
 C. Jesus gives a three-fold plan for recovery: 
  1. First, they needed to remember.  Surely this has reference to the teachings that had been given 
   them.  A person can stay strong when they know what the Bible says, and how to apply it.   
  2. Second, they need to keep His word.  That is, they need to be faithful in what they have.  God 
   does not demand perfection but does ask for faithfulness.  Faithfulness is living up to your  
   capabilities. 
  3. Third, Jesus told the unfaithful brethren to repent.  Repentance means to turn.  It has reference 
   to a change of mind or heart.  When a person changes their way of thinking, it will mean a  
   change of lifestyle too. 
 D. Three things to those who overcome (3:5): 
  1. They will be clothed in white garments. 
  2. They will not have their name erased from the book of life. 
  3. They will be pronounced (confessed) before the Father. 
 
II. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA (Rev. 3:7-13). 
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 A. Scripture text: 
II. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA (Rev. 3:7-13). 
 A. Scripture text: 
  7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:     

      He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and 

  no one opens, says this: 

      8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have 

  a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Behold, I will cause those of the  

  synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie--I will make them come and bow down at 

  your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, 

  I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test 

  those who dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 

  crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it 

  anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new   

  Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him 

  hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 
 B. Theme:  Church of the Open Door. 
 C. The problem associated with this church is that of outside persecution which was common to all of the 
  churches.  Not one word of condemnation is spoken against them. 
 D. The Commendation of the church (3:8): 
  1. They were working. 
  2. They were keeping His word. 
  3. They were not denying His name. 
 E. The Condition of the church (3:9-11): 
  1. They were persecuted. 
  2. They are protected. 
  3. They are crowned. 
 F. The Promise to those who overcome (3:12): 
  1. To be made a pillar in the temple of my God. 
   (Remember the earthquake fault in relation to a pillar). 
  2. Honor will be written on them: 
   a. The honor of God. 
   b. The honor of the church (the new Jerusalem - the city of God). 
   c. The honor of Jesus. 
 G. The challenge:  Who will walk through the open door that no one can shut? 
 
III. OVERCOMING SPIRITUAL DEATH. 
 A. Spiritual death is the ultimate separation.  Living without God is the most deplorable state on earth.  
  Yet, one can escape spiritual death by being obedient to God through His Son Jesus Christ.  To be 
  sure that spiritual death is not in your future, make sure you have completed the steps listed below.  
  You can know you are saved from sin if you have done the following: 
  1. Hear the gospel (Rom. 10:17). 
  2. Believe the gospel (Jn. 8:24; Heb. 11:6). 
  3. Repent of your sins (Lk. 13:3,5; 2Cor. 7:10). 
  4. Confess your belief that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Mt. 10:32,33). 
  5. Be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Mk. 16:16; Ac. 2:38; 22:16). 
  6. Live a faithful life (Rev. 2:10; Mt. 24:13). 
 B. If you have done these initial steps to salvation but have turned back into the world, then you may be 
  in the same situation as these brethren were in Sardis.  Jesus told them to remember, keep, and  
  repent.  This translates into the following steps for those who need to return to the Lord: 
  1. Repent of your sins (Ac. 8:22). 
  2. Confess your sins (Jas. 5:16). 
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  3. Pray to God for forgiveness (Ac. 8:22). 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 Next time:  Overcoming Hardship (Rev. 6:1-17). 
 
 
 


