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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Welcome to our study of the book of Revelation using Victory Assured! as our guide. 
 B. Purchasing the book is not necessary but will help deepen your understanding of the lessons. 
 C. Victory Assured! is a thematic (or subject study) of the book of Revelation.  Victory Assured! does not 
  focus on the various details of the Revelation but rather stressed the main subjects and themes to  
  help the reader gain the overall teachings of the book. 
 D. Last week we look at overcoming apathy from letters to Ephesus and Laodicea: 
   Overcoming Apathy (Rev. 2:1-7; 3:14-22). 
 E. This week, Overcoming Idolatry from the letters to Smyrna, Pergamum, and Thyatira: 
   Overcoming Idolatry (Rev. 2:8-29).  
 
OVERCOMING IDOLATRY 
I. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SYMRNA (Rev. 2:8-11). 
 A. Scripture text: 
      8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

      The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this:  

      9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are 

  Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil 

  is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. 

  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

  says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’ 
 B. One of the things that we might worship as an idol is our social standing, brought on by peer pressure.  
  We worship the fact that we are not an outcast.  Yet this passage teaches that the important thing is 
  not to be accepted by friends, but to be accepted by the Lord.   
 C. This realization can help us today when we feel like we are small, insignificant, and not doing well.  Let 
  the world have its riches, power and earthly glory.  God’s people must remember that true riches come 
  from having a spiritual relationship with God.  Apathy may set in when we are looking at the wrong  
  standard of success.  It is easy to become discouraged when you realize you don’t match up well with 
  the world.  But the good news is that we don’t have to match up to anything in the world!  Knowing we 
  have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ can turn that apathy to joy and excitement.   
 D. Do not let the idolatry of peer pressure or social standing get in your way of following the Lord.    
 
II. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM (Rev. 2:12-17). 
 A. Scripture text: 
  12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:     

      The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:  

      13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith 

  even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 

  But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept 

  teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit 

  acts of immorality. 15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 

  Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of  

  My mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to 

  him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the 

  stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’ 
 B. Syncretism simply means that one religion is not enough; to be all that you can be in God's eyes, don't 
  limit yourself to just one religion. 
 C. They were encouraging the brethren to tolerate other religions.  But to do so is pure idolatry.  To  
  worship someone or something other than God is sin.  Jesus describes Pergamum as a city where  
  Satan is enthroned.  It would be a very difficult place to live and remain faithful to the Lord.  Some  



 

 2 

  scholars believe that the teaching of the Nicolaitans was that of compromise.  Again, how easy it  
  would be to forsake that which is right in the eyes of God, compromise your faith, and make life a little 
  easier in this wicked city. 
 
III. THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA (Rev. 2:18-29). 
 A. Scripture text: 
  18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

      The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  

      19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are 

  greater than at first. 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a  

  prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat 

  things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 22 

  Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 

  unless they repent of her deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know 

  that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 24 

  But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep  

  things of Satan, as they call them--I place no other burden on you. 25 Nevertheless what you have, hold fast 

  until I come. 26 He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE  

  AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS  

  THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My 

  Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

  churches.’ 

 B. Jesus speaks of two things that are associated with the activity of Jezebel:  immorality and idolatry. 
 C. When we practice selfishness, our will becomes more important than God's will.  We do what we want, 
  rather than what God wants. 
 D. Jesus will come and set things right.  He states in 2:23 that he will kill Jezebel's children with   
  pestilence and everyone will know that He is God.  Jesus comes to give recompense according to all 
  their deeds.   
 E. There will be troublesome times to endure,  but we must not become discouraged or depressed  
  because we know the outcome.  We will be victorious! 
 
IV. OVERCOMING IDOLATRY. 
 A. Idolatry is the worship of the image of a deity rather than the deity itself.  Biblically speaking, idolatry 
  means the worship of a false god. 
 B. From the very beginning, God has desired to be worshiped and worshiped exclusively.  He will not  
  tolerate humankind worshiping anyone or anything except Him.  This is one of the reasons the Bible 
  says that God is a jealous God (Ex. 20:5; 34:14).  God is jealous in the sense that He is perfectly  
  devoted to Himself (i.e., God never makes a mistake, always in character, flawless) and asks that His 
  creation be completely devoted to Him as well. 
 C. But humankind has invented idols over the years, and not worshiped God properly.  These idols come 
  in many forms.  In the OT, we read of idols made of wood and stone.  But sometimes the “invisible” 
  idols of power, prestige, glory, and egotism are what man worships.  Just because a person does not 
  have a physical idol in their backyard or in one room of the house doesn't mean they're not an idolater.  
  John closes the letter of 1John by telling us to stay clear from all idols (1Jn. 5:21).  The apostle Paul 
  cautions the Colossians by saying that all covetousness is idolatry (Col. 3:5). 
 D. Idolatry is a sin that must be dealt with!  The good news is that idolatry can be overcome.  With God's 
  help victory is assured! 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 Next time:  Overcoming Spiritual Death (Rev. 3:1-6). 
 
 


