Using Scripture Only
CONTRIBUTION
Giving
It is written....
Now about the collection for the saints: you should do the same as I instructed the Galatian
churches. On the first day of the week, each of you is to set something aside and save to
the extent that he prospers. (1Cor 16:1-2)
Now as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in
your love for us--excel also in this grace. I am not saying this as a command. Rather, by
means of the diligence of others, I am testing the genuineness of your love. (2Cor 8:7-8)
It is necessary to help the weak and to keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, for He
said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:38)
Examples
It is written....
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God granted to the churches of
Macedonia: during a severe testing by affliction, their abundance of joy and their deep
poverty overflowed into the wealth of their generosity. I testify that, on their own, according
to their ability and beyond their ability, they begged us insistently for the privilege of sharing
in the ministry to the saints. (2Cor 8:1-4)
For there was not a needy person among them, because all those who owned lands or
houses sold them, brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the
apostles' feet. This was then distributed to each person as anyone had a need. Joseph, a
Levite and a Cypriot by birth, whom the apostles named Barnabas, which is translated Son
of Encouragement, sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles'
feet. (Acts 4:34-37)
Sitting across from the temple treasury, Jesus watched how the crowd dropped money into
the treasury. Many rich people were putting in large sums. And a poor widow came and
dropped in two tiny coins worth very little. Summoning His disciples, He said to them, "I
assure you: This poor widow has put in more than all those giving to the temple treasury.
For they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she
possessed--all she had to live on." (Mark 12:41-44)
Rewards
It is written....
Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of people, to be seen by them.
Otherwise, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So whenever you give to
the poor, don't sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on
the streets, to be applauded by people. I assure you: They've got their reward! But when
you give to the poor, don't let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that
your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. (Matt
6:1-4)

Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured back to you. (Luke 6:38)
"Test Me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." (Mal
3:10)
God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you
have helped his people and continue to help them. We want each of you to show this
same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to
become lazy. (Heb 6:10-12)
Keep Working
It is written....
Remember this: the person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person
who sows generously will also reap generously. Each person should do as he has decided
in his heart--not out of regret or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything
you need, you may excel in every good work. (2Cor 9:6-8)
So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don't give
up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, we must work for the good of all, especially for
those who belong to the household of faith. (Gal 6:9-10)
As it is written: He has scattered; He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures
forever. Now the One who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness, as you are enriched in
every way for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many acts of
thanksgiving to God. Through the proof of this service, they will glorify God for your
obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with
them and with others. And in their prayers for you, they will have deep affection for you
because of the surpassing grace of God on you. (2Cor 9:9-14)
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