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SCRIPTURES ON THE TEMPTATION OF THE PRIDE OF LIFE 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From  https://www.cgg.org . 
 B. Hunting after honors, titles, and pedigrees; boasting of ancestry, family connections, great offices,  
  honorable acquaintance, and the like (AClarke).  Thirsting after honor and applause (MHenry). 
 C. The word here used means, properly, ostentation or boasting, and then arrogance or pride. -   
  (Robinson).  It refers to whatever there is that tends to promote pride, or that is an index of pride, such 
  as the ostentatious display of dress, equipage, furniture, etc. (ABarnes). 
 D. 1John 2:15-17. 
  Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in  

  him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is 

  not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who 

  does the will of God lives forever. 
  1. To boast is to talk with excessive pride and self-satisfaction about one's achievements,   
   possessions, or abilities. 
  2. Boasting should only be done to boast as to what a Xian has in Christ (1Cor. 1:31). 
 
OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 
 A. 2Chronicles 32:26. 
  However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath 

  of the LORD did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah. 
  1. Pride is defined as a feeling or deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own   
   achievements. 
  2. Hezekiah and Judah were saved by Jehovah from Assyria.  At first Hezekiah did not humble  
   himself before God to give God glory, but then did the right thing. 
 
 B. Psalm 31:18. 
  Let the lying lips be mute,  

  Which speak arrogantly against the righteous  

  With pride and contempt. 

  1. Be silent if you are going to lie, or speak arrogantly (an exaggerated sense of one’s own   
   importance or abilities). 
  2. Be silent against others with your own pride and contempt (the feeling that a person or a thing is 
   beneath consideration, worthless, or deserving scorn). 
 
 C. Proverbs 8:13. 
  “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;  

  Pride and arrogance and the evil way  

  And the perverted mouth, I hate. 

  1. Things that are not part of those who have respect, reverence and fear of the Lord are: pride,  
   arrogance, and the evil way. 
  2. That which is perverted is an abnormal and unacceptable practice or tendency which is altered 
   from its original courage, meaning or state.  A distortion or corruption. 
 
 D. Jeremiah 13:9. 
  “Thus says the LORD, ‘Just so will I destroy the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. 

  1. Straightforward warning that God is not pleased with pride. 
  2. What do you think might be the difference here between “pride” and “great pride”? 
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 E. Jeremiah 17:9. 
  “The heart is more deceitful than all else  

  And is desperately sick;  

  Who can understand it? 

  1. This verse needs to be put in context of the chapter.  Jeremiah makes this statement after  
   condemning idolatry and child sacrifice. 
  2. To be desperately sick is to have an incurable wound. 
  3. The heart of a Christian is to be very different (Col. 3:12). 
 
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 
 A. Mark 7:21-23. 
  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 

  deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 All 

  these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” 
  1. No doubt with this in mind we must learn to guard our heart. 
  2. See Lk. 21:34; Phil. 4:7. 
 
 B. Luke 14:26-27. 
  “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 

  sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and  

  come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
  1. Hate here means to have a degree of love less for family and life, than for God.  It does not  
   literally mean to hate. 
  2. Hate is to be directed at evil activity and things (Rom. 12:9), not people. 
 
 C. Romans 1:18-21. 
  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who  

  suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for 

  God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 

  and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are  

  without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

  became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
  1. To reject the overwhelming evidence of a creator through that which exists (has been created) is 
   pure pride in not wanting to accept the proof of God. 
  2. Their foolish heart is without excuse. 
 
 D. Romans 7:22-23. 
  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a different law in the members of my 

  body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my  

  members. 
  1. The war within. 
   a. The good we know to do we do not do. 
   b. And the bad we do not want to do, we do. 
  2. This is why the inner man needs to be crucified and a new self emerge (Gal. 2:20; 6:14;   
   Eph. 4:22-24). 
 
 E. Romans 8:7. 
  because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is 

  not even able to do so, 
  1. The mind (heart) set on carnal things will never be pleasing to God. 
  2. The throne of our lives only allows one occupant.  Will it be self, Satan, or God? 
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 F. Romans 12:1-2. 
  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,  

  acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

  transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good 

  and acceptable and perfect. 
  1. A passage we have already studied. 
  2. The remedy for the carnal mind, the boastful pride of life, is to be transformed by the renewing of 
   your mind (heart), patterning it after God will. 
 
 G. 1Corinthians 4:7. 
  For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do 

  you boast as if you had not received it? 
  1. In a reverse kind of way this is a boasting that leaves God out of the picture. 
  2. Instead of denying the talents and abilities that God has given us we are to rather, humbly accept 
   them and give glory to where it is due (to God). 
 
 H. 1Corinthians 10:13. 
  No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to 

  be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you 

  will be able to endure it. 
  1. With every temptation, God provides a way of escape.  Temptations come from Satan but the  
   decision to follow them is our own. 
  2. May we make good choices and find and take the way of escape when temptation is present. 
 
 I. 2Corinthians 5:12. 
  We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you 

  will have an answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 
  1. True pride comes in being lifted up for the right reasons.  In this text Paul wants the Corinthian 
   brethren to examine the situation and see that their activity is something the brethren can be  
   proud of because it is not about appearance, but about have the right heart before God. 
  2. Paul is not boasting yet!  But rather wants the brethren to know how to deal with those who are 
   boasting. 
 
 J. Galatians 5:17. 
  For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 

  another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 
  1. There is no middle ground.  We must decide and follow through in doing the things of the Spirit. 
  2. See Luke 11:23. 
 
 K. Ephesians 2:1-2. 
  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 

  world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of   

  disobedience. 
  1. A passage we have already studied. 
  2. That which is “according to the prince of the power of the air” is pride; see 1Tim. 3:6. 
 
 L. 2Timothy 2:4. 
  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who 

  enlisted him as a soldier. 
  1. A passage we have already studied. 
  2. Pleasing “the one who enlisted him” means putting away the boastful pride of life. 
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 M. Revelation 3:14-22. 
  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

      The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  

      15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you 

  are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am rich, and 

  have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable 

  and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 

  rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be  

  revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and   

  discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice 

  and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21 He who overcomes, I  

  will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 

  throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 
  1. The problem were pride and materialism in Laodicea. 
  2. The brethren thought they were self-sufficient.  They did not really think they needed God  
   because they had money, medicine, clothing, and sight.  The reality was that spiritually speaking 
   they were “poor, blind and naked.” 
  3. The symptom of pride and materialism is that of being spiritually lukewarm. 
 
 
 


