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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  James 4:13-17. 
 B. Tonight’s lesson will look at: 
  1. Definitions of sin with examples.   3. Some of the consequences of sin. 
  2. The origin of sin (a brief look).   4. The conquest of sin. 
 C. Sin is a contradiction to God, to God’s nature, or to God’s will. 
 
I. SOME DEFINITIONS OF SIN. 
 A. First, sin means to miss the mark or take the wrong road. 
  This is the first definition of the Heb. and Gk. terms for sin found in the Bible.  The parable of the  
  talents illustrates how one man missed the mark by not wisely using his opportunities.  See   
  Mt. 25:14-30; Jas. 4:17. 
 B. Second, sin means a misdeed or trespass (violation). 
  This is the most common definition when asked member of the church (Rom. 4:15; Eph. 2:1-3). 
  (Rom 4:15) ...for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  (Eph 2:1-3) And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the 

  course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the  

  sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 

  the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

 C. Third, sin can refer to going beyond the norm. 
  When one goes farther than the doctrine allows, it is sin.  “The will of God will never lead you where 
  the grace of God cannot keep you” (Heb. 2:2; 1Cor. 4:6; 2Jn. v9). 
  (Heb 2:2) For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience 

  received a just recompense, 

  (1Cor 4:6) Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in 

  us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf 

  of one against the other. 

  (2Jn v9) Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one  

  who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 

 D. Fourth, sin means lawlessness or a contempt for the law. 
  To have a lifestyle that ignores the goodness and need for law is a sinful lifestyle.  To live in such a 
  way as to think one does not need any kind of law, is lawlessness, and is sin (Mt. 7:22-23; 1Jn. 3:4). 
  (Mt 7:22-23) “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

  name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  [23] “And then I will declare to them, ‘I 

  never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ 

  (1Jn 3:4) Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

 E. Fifth, sin also refers to moral and spiritual depravity.  The Pharisees were people who looked good 
  on the outside, but were inwardly corrupt and spiritually empty (Lk. 11:39). 
  But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, 

  you are full of robbery and wickedness.” 

 
II. THE ORIGIN OF SIN. 
 A. God created man a free moral agent, which means that he has the power of choice.  Man was  
  tempted by Satan and chose to sin. 
 B. Part of the origin of sin was that “his sin lies in his pretension to be God” (Gen. 3:5).  Only X is equal 
  with God (see Phil. 2:6). 
  “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

  good and evil.” 

 C. The Bible does not focus on how Satan entered the universe, but deals with how sin entered into the 
  human race.  From Gen. 3 on, we see God’s plan in remedying sin. 
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III. THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN. 
 A. With sin now defined, and having looked briefly at its origin, what are its consequences? 
 B. First, sin changed man’s relationship with God. 
  Adam and Eve “hid themselves” experiencing fear and shame in God’s presence (Gen. 3:7-8). 
  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

  together and made themselves loin coverings.  [8] And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 

  garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 

  among the trees of the garden. 

 C. Second, sin changed God’s attitude toward man.  Sin is always against God, and will cause God to 
  act in righteousness.  God expelled Adam and Eve from Eden (Gen. 3:22-24).  God then began His 
  plan to send X for the salvation of all men (Gen. 3:15; 1Tim. 1:15). 
  (Gen 3:22-24) Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and  

  evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”-- 23  

  therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was  

  taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim, and the 

  flaming sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life. 

  (Gen 3:15) “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He  

  shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 

  (1Tim 1:15) It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

  save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 

 D. Third, sin resulted in grave consequences for the human race. 
  And because all men are guilty of sin (their own sin, not Adam’s), they experience spiritual separation 
  (death) from God (Rom. 5:12). 
  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 

  men, because all sinned-- 

 E. Fourth, sin resulted in serious consequences for creation. 
  The world outside the garden of Eden is vastly different than the world that was inside.  Now, even the 
  creation suffers because of man’s sin (Rom. 8:20-22; Gen. 3:17). 
  (Rom 8:20-22) For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who   

  subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the  

  freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the  

  pains of childbirth together until now. 

  (Gen 3:17) Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 

  the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of 

  you; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 

 F. Fifth, sin resulted in the appearance of physical death. 
  Sin had entered the world, and death because of sin.  All men will now experience physical death due 
  to the separation from the tree of life (Gen. 3:22; Heb. 2:15). 
  (Gen 3:22) Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; 

  and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”-- 

  (Heb 2:15) ...and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

 
IV. THE CONQUEST OF SIN. 
 A. The conquest (overcoming) of sin has been accomplished by God through JC. 
 B. It has been done in the following way, by these facts: 
  1. JC has the power to take away the sins of the world (Jn. 1:29). 
   The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

   the world! 

  2. He then died for our sins (1Cor. 15:3; Gal. 1:4). 
   (1 Cor 15:3) For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 

   sins according to the Scriptures, 

   (Gal 1:4) who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according 

   to the will of our God and Father, 

  3. All transgressions can be forgiven at the cross (Col. 2:13-14). 
   And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
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   together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of  

   debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way,  

   having nailed it to the cross. 

  4. Xians have X as their advocate with the Father (1Jn. 2:1-2). 
   My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 

   Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; 

   and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

 C. Sin is conquered in JC! 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The plan of salvation has to do with the forgiveness of sins: 
  1. Faith in a sinless being (God). 
  2. Repentance (or turning) from sin. 
  3. Confession in the One who is the Forgiver of sin (X). 
  4. Baptism which is the act that actually forgives the sins. 
 B. What is sin?  Sin is the single most destructive force in the universe.  it must be avoided and repented 
  of at all costs! 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring-Xians. 
 
 
 


