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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Colossians 2:11-23. 
 B. The theme verse of the Colossian letter is found in 2:8. Now that this firm warning and command has 
  been given Paul turns to the practical and specific areas that he wants the brethren to shun evil. 
 C. He begins by showing the great victory we have in the death of X (2:11-15), then based on that victory 
  what should and should not be done. 
 
I. DRAW ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PROVISIONS (Col. 2:11-15). 
 Four great blessings of being in X: 
 A. You are circumcised in Him (2:11). 
  1. Gnostic legalism was not quite the same as the brand of legalism practiced by the Judaizers  
   whom Paul refuted in Galatians.  Those Jewish teachers insisted on making circumcision a  
   necessary requirement for salvation.  The Gnostics, on the other hand, taught circumcision as a 
   ritual that would make one more spiritual. 
  2. Paul made it clear in Galatians that Xians are not subject to the Law in any way.  And here the 
   argument is that neither can circumcision do you any good spiritually.  True circumcision is of the 
   heart (always has been). 
  3. Circumcision was the sign of God’s covenant relationship with the Israelites.  Although it was a 
   physical operation, it was to have an even greater spiritual significance.  A true Jew was one who 
   was circumcised inwardly (Rom. 2:25-29). 
 B. You are alive in Him (2:12,13). 
  1. When a person is saved, he is baptized into the body of X, and identifies with the death, burial, 
   and resurrection of X.  Whatever happened to X, has happened to us! 
  2. We are now alive w/Him, and forgiven in Him, what more do you need? 
 C. You are free from the Law in Him (2:14). 
  1. Jesus' shed blood, canceled the debt of sin brought about by disobedience to the Law. 
  2. That which condemned us no longer has dominion!  See Rom. 7:6; 6:14. 
 D. You are victorious in Him (2:15). 
  Jesus had three great victories on the cross: 
  1. He disarmed the powers and authorities. 
   He stripped Satan and his army of whatever weapons they held. 
  2. He made a public spectacle of the devil. 
   X exposed Satan’s deceit and vileness; while vindicating God righteousness. 
  3. Jesus death was in triumph. 
   Jesus won a complete victory and He returned to glory leading captivity captive (Eph. 4:8ff), and 
   now leads us in a triumphal procession (2Cor. 2:14). 
 
II. “LET NO ONE JUDGE YOU” (Col. 2:16-17). 
 A. The basis of our freedom. 
  1. To say that one needs to again practice the things of the Law is to say that X did not finish the  
   work of salvation at the cross, and that we must add something to it. 
  2. Sadly, it should come as no surprise that human nature seems to thrive in performing “religious 
   duties” rather than trying to be like X. 
 B. The bondage of legalism (2:16). 
  These legalistic regulations had to do w/foods (partaking or abstaining).  It also involved days.  Jesus 
  declared all foods clean (Mk. 7:14-23), and the only day precious to the Xian, is the first day of the  
  week, Sunday, when the church is to assemble (Rev. 1:10; Ac. 20:7; 1Cor. 16:2). 
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 C. The blessing of grace (2:17). 
  1. The Law but a shadow, in X we have the reality of that shadow.  He is the substance that casts 
   the shadow.  The shadow is now superseded and rendered obsolete by the virtue and presence 
   of the reality (Gal. 3:25). 
  2. Legalism is a popular thing because you can “measure” your spiritual life--and even brag about it!  
   But this is a far cry from measuring up to X (Eph. 4:13). 
 
III. “LET NO MAN BEGUILE YOU” (Col. 2:18-19). 
 A. To beguile, means to trick or cheat.  Those who practice asceticism, mysticism, and the worship of  
  angels is practicing trickery. 
 B. Simply stated, mysticism (2:18) is the belief that a person can have an experience with the spirit world, 
  completely apart from the word of God.  Literally, Paul is saying that one should put no stock in what a 
  person thinks that they saw while in a mystical religious ceremony. 
 C. The worship of angels (2:18) is strictly forbidden (Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9).  They are servants, sent by God 
  to minister and aid Xians (Heb. 1:14). 
  1. To try to reach God the Father through anyone/anything other than His Son is idolatry. 
  2. This “vain religion of the puffed-up fleshly mind” is but a mere substitute for true spiritual   
   nourishment from X. 
  3. There is a fascination with “religious mysticism” that attracts people.  Learning mysteries, being 
   initiated into the inner secrets, and having contact with the spirit world all seem exciting.  But  
   these practices are soundly condemned by God. 
 D. The cure is found in 2:19; holding fast to X who is the head of the body the church, who will give all 
  spiritual growth. 
 
IV. “LET NO ONE ENSLAVE YOU” (Col. 2:20-23). 
 A. The Xian’s spiritual position (2:20). 
  1. Paul condemns legalism and mysticism, next comes asceticism.  An ascetic practices rigorous 
   self-denial and even self-mortification (humiliation) in order to become more spiritual.  The ascetic 
   practices basic body hygiene because they believe they can sanctify the soul by the discipline of 
   the body. 
  2. The false teachers would have Xians syncretize their religion by having them obey the   
   ordinances of Judaism and pagan mysticism. 
  3. As Xians we are to be dead to all of this because of our baptism (2:12). 
 B. The futility of ascetic rules (2:21,22). 
  To say that our abstinence from certain foods makes us more spiritual is to be puffed up with a false 
  humility. 
 C. The deception of asceticism (2:23). 
  1. “Self-made religion” (NASB) is also known as will-worship.  That is, to pattern our worship after 
   our own will.  Such will-worship or self-made religion is powerless against sin (Gal. 4:10-11). 
  2. Doing special “sunrise Easter services,” or “Maundy Thursday services” or a Xmas eve service, 
   etc., may all sound like good things, but these are present day examples of will-worship.  These 
   services might give one a “good warm fuzzy feeling inside” but they are of no value in saying no 
   to sin.  It will not make you more faithful. 
  3. The power of X in the life of the believer does more than merely restrain the desires of the flesh--
   it should put new desires within him. 
  4. The harsh rules of the ascetics “lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.”  The alternate 
   reading in the RSV says that such efforts may lead to the sensual and carnal concerns which  
   they seek to avoid! 
 

CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
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 A. Some concluding thoughts of this section: 
  1. The answer to legalism... is the spiritual reality we have in X. 
  2. The answer to mysticism... is our spiritual union with X, the head of the church. 
  3. The answer to asceticism... is our position in X, having died with Him. 
  When you’ve got X, you’ve got it all! 
 B. Chapter 2 is the “core” of the letter. 
 C. As always, Paul stresses the fact that Jesus is the all-sufficient One. 
 D. Is it time in your life to turn lose of the things that enslave you? 
 E. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring-Xians. 
 
 
 


