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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  2Timothy 4:6-10. 
 B. Demas, and the story about him, is a familiar but tragic in scripture.  We see the story of a man who 
  was once faithful, but let the world get in the way. 
 C. Here is what we know about his life; 
  1. He was a fellow-worker with Luke (Phile. v24). 
   ...as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers. 

  2. He also traveled with Luke (Col. 4:14). 
   Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas. 

  3. Forsook the companionship of Paul for the world (2Tim. 4:10). 
   ...for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has 

   gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 

 D. He didn’t see it through. 
 E. By looking at his “falling away” we can see how we might avert the same path in our lives. 
 
I. THE CAUSE OF DEMAS’ DESERTION. 
 A. Paul says that Demas deserted him because he “loved the present world” and this phrase can be  
  taken two ways. 
 B. First, Demas may have forsook Paul to go back into sin and do sinful things (1Jn. 2:15-17; Jas. 4:4; 
  Phil. 3:18-19). 
  (1Jn 2:15-17) Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the  

  Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 

  pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; 

  but the one who does the will of God abides forever. 

  (Jas 4:4) You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 

  whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

  (Phil 3:18-19) For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies 

  of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 

  who set their minds on earthly things. 

 C. Second, Demas may have been overcome by things such as non-sinful pleasures, secular business, 
  or family.  These things are not intrinsically sinful but things which can sometimes put God in second 
  place (Lk. 8:14; Mt. 10:37). 
  (Lk 8:14) “And the seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on 

  their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity.” 

  (Mt 10:37) “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or  

  daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

 D. Having interests other than X may not be sinful, but those who preach must weigh everything in the 
  balance, and non-preachers must be careful to not let worldly things come between them and God. 
 
II. REQUIREMENTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL ENDING (FAITHFUL LIFE). 
 A. First, we need integrity of conscience. 
  1. This is keeping faith with one’s self.  When an individual wants to do right, seeks God’s will he will 
   find answers (Jn. 7:17; Mt. 13:12). 
   (Jn 7:17) And he brought the family of Judah near, and he took the family of the Zerahites; and he  

   brought the family of the Zerahites near man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 

   (Mt 13:12) “For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but whoever 

   does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 

  2. With our wanting to do right we must also realize that we can commit sin and still have a clean 
   (good) conscience to ourselves.  We need to live in good conscience toward men and God  
   (Ac. 23:1; 24:16). 
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   (Ac 23:1) And Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, “Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly 

   good conscience before God up to this day.” 

   (Ac 24:16) “In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God 

   and before men.” 

  3. To have a good conscience toward God, we must be baptized (1Pet. 3:21). 
   And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 

   to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 B. Second, we need to be dedicated to a cause. 
  1. Let Xianity take a hold of you, while you take hold of it (Gal. 2:20; Rev. 2:12-13). 
   (Gal 2:20) “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 

   the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered  

   Himself up for me.” 

   (Rev 2:12-13) “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged 

   sword says this:  ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did 

   not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, 

   where Satan dwells. 

  2. Too many people have just enough church (and religion) to make them miserable. With X, it’s  
   either all or none. 
 C. Third, take great stock in the promises of God. 
  1. Promises such as these; Mt. 6:33; Phil. 4:19; 2Tim. 1:12; Rom. 8:28; 2Cor. 4:17-18. 
   (Mt 6:33) “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.” 

   (Phil 4:19) And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

   (2Tim 1:12) For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have  

   believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 

   (Rom 8:28) And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 

   those who are called according to His purpose. 

   (2Cor 4:17-18) For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond 

   all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for 

   the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

  2. Realize that Xian maturity only comes with hard work and some suffering.  We cannot be the  
   people we want to be overnight.  Be patient with yourself while trusting in God’s power. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. One of the saddest things is to have (and see) a good start with a project and then over a course of 
  time watch it slowly die. 
 B. Our Xian life is one of growth, not death.  Be sure you have the desire to “see it through.” 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring-Xians. 
 
 
 


