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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text: 1Timothy 3:14-16. 
  I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I am delayed, I write so that 

  you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living 

  God, the pillar and support of the truth.  And by common confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who 

  was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Beheld by angels, Proclaimed among the nations,  

  Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory. 

 B. A mystery is something which has not been explained by revelation.  It is that which is yet to be  
  revealed. 
 C. Prophecy told of the coming of the X, but the mystery still existed until He came in the flesh. 
 D. This mystery is common confession because anyone who has looked at the Scriptures and seen how 
  God saved man (with all the complexities and simplicities) marvel at the feat. 
 E. The mystery takes on 6 basic parts. 
 
I. FIRST; “HE WHO WAS REVEALED IN THE FLESH (1Tim. 3:16b). 
 A. Some want to remove Jesus here, and speak of God in the flesh due to context of the preceding  
  verses.  But the entire verse is more descriptive of X and His ministry than that of God, the Father. 
 B. God did become flesh, as Jesus of Nazareth.  The divine nature dwelt among men (Col. 2:9).  One of 
  the themes, that runs through the book of Hebrews, is that Jesus came in the flesh.  
 C. Other passages confirming the fact of Jesus becoming flesh: 
  1. The announcement by the angels (Lk. 2:9-10). 
   And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and 

   they were terribly frightened.  And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 

   news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; 

  2. His coming was at the right time (Gal. 4:4). 
   But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 

  3. He was to be called Immanuel, which means “God with us” (Mt. 1:23). 
   "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY  

   SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US." 

  4. The Word, was God, and became flesh (Jn. 1:1, 14). 
   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14 And the Word 

   became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the  

   Father, full of grace and truth. 

  5. The spirit (teachings) of the anti-Christ deny that Jesus came in the flesh (2Jn. v7-9). 
   For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming 

   in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.  Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what we 

   have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward.  Anyone who goes too far and does not abide 

   in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 

   and the Son. 

 D. The mystery of godliness is explained in the fact that God the Son, came to earth and took on flesh so 
  that He might save us. 
 
II. SECOND; “WAS VINDICATED IN THE SPIRIT” (1Tim. 3:16c). 
 A. The third person of the Godhead also bears witness to the fact that God’s great mystery was worked 
  out in Jesus. 
 B. The HS has done many things to show us the X: 
  1. He raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. 1:4). 
   who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of 

   holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

  2. He descended on Jesus in the form of a dove to show God’s favor.  See Mt. 3:16. 
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   And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were  

   opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, 

  3. The NIV says Jesus has been given the Spirit without limit (Jn. 3:34). 
   "For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.” 

  4. The Spirit’s ministry through the Word is to give glory to X (Jn. 16:13-14). 
   "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His 

   own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. "He 

   shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you.” 

  5. The HS would bring to remembrance the words of X to the apostles (Jn. 14:26). 
   "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and 

   bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” 

 C. Jesus has been vindicated (or exonerated) as the Son of God by the HS. 
 
III. THIRD; “BEHELD BY ANGELS” (1Tim. 3:16d). 
 A. Angels did many things for Jesus, and could have done even more had He let them.  Angels served 
  JC in these ways: 
  1. Announced His birth. 
  2. Warned Joseph to take his family to Egypt. 
  3. Ministered to X while He was in the wilderness. 
  4. Strengthened Him at Gethsemane. 
  5. Rolled away the stone before the resurrection. 
  6. Announced the resurrection. 
  7. Escorted Him to glory and announced the second coming. 
 B. Remember also, that 12 legions of angels stood by ready if called and 10,000 will be with Him in the 
  second coming in the clouds. 
 C. I have not given you the scripture references for all these happenings.  This makes a good Bible study 
  for you--find these things and other ways that angels ministered unto X. 
 D. Angels are a big part of the earthly ministry of X.  They help tell the story of how He brought salvation 
  and godliness to the world. 
 
IV. FOURTH; “PROCLAIMED AMONG THE NATIONS” (1Tim. 3:15e). 
 A. The eternal purpose of God was to bring into existence the church by His Son JC (Eph. 3:10-12). 
  in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the 

  authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in 

  Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 

 B. We now have the commission to go and tell the whole world the Good News (Mk. 16:15; 1Cor. 1:21; 
  Rom. 1:16). 
  (1Cor 1:21) For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God 

  was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 

 C. If we do not proclaim the message, the world will never know of the great mystery of godliness  
  revealed!  Angels have not been given the right/privilege of preaching the gospel--Xians have   
  (Col. 1:25-27). 
  Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, 

  that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from 

  the past ages and generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known 

  what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 
V. FIFTH; “BELIEVED ON IN THE WORLD” (1Tim. 3:16f). 
 A. God’s word does not return to Him void.  It will accomplish the purpose for which it has been sent out 
  (Isa. 55:11). 
  So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 

  what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

 B. This is a no lose proposition for those who are willing to teach and preach.  Our task is to present the 
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  gospel in such a way that people will believe and obey it. 
 C. The apostles took the gospel to every part of their world (Ac. 1:8), are we doing the same? 
 
VI. SIXTH; “TAKEN UP IN GLORY” (1Tim. 3:16g). 
 A. Jesus emptied Himself, took the form of a slave, died on the cross, arose from the dead, and has been 
  taken up into heaven (Phil. 2:6-11). 
  who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but  

  emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  And being found 

  in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a  

  cross.  Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 

  that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under 

  the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 D. He now sits and reigns with all enemies to be a footstool for His feet (1Cor. 15:25-27; Heb. 1:3-4). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Let us quickly review how the great mystery has been revealed to us: 
  1. Jesus came and dwelled in the flesh. 
  2. He was vindicated by the Spirit. 
  3. He was seen, or beheld (served) by the angels. 
  4. His word, and he Himself have been proclaimed throughout the world. 
  5. The world, in many places, has believed the message. 
  6. X was taken back to heaven.  A glorious return, and seated in glory 
 B. Again, Col. 1:25-27.  Allow this great mystery of godliness to be revealed in you! 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 
 


