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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  James 1:1-12. 
 B. Who was James? 
  There are 4 different men called James in the NT; this is probably the brother of Jesus: 
  1. He did not believe that Jesus was divine during X’s ministry (Mk. 3:31-35). 
  2. But he later became a leader in the Jerusalem church, “a pillar” (Gal. 2:9). 
  3. This James probably moderated the Jerusalem conference of Acts 15. 
  4. When Paul visited Jerusalem in Ac. 21:17, he sent greetings and a special “love offering” to  
   James. 
  5. James was a Jew, reared in the Law of Moses. 
 C. To whom did James write? 
  1. There are some 50 imperatives in the letter.  James did not suggest--he commanded! 
  2. He sent his letter to Jews that had become Xians.  Notice his reference to the twelve tribes (see 
   Mt. 19:28). 
  3. The concept of “scattered” probably means those living outside of Palestine. 
 D. Why did James write? 
  One of the major reasons for this letter is that there was a failure on the part of many to live what they 
  professed to believe: 
  1. All of the problems James speaks of come under the heading:  spiritual immaturity. 
  2. James uses the words “mature” and “complete” (1:4, 17, 25; 2:22; 3:2) meaning balanced or  
   grown-up. 
  3. The letter of James logically follows Hebrews.  Both books deal with going on to spiritual   
   perfection. 
 E. How can we benefit from his writings? 
  1. To know the essential nature of the new birth (1:18). 
  2. We must honestly examine our lives in light of God’s word (1:23-24). 
  3. We must obey what God has taught, no matter the cost (1:22). 
  4. Be ready for opposition.  When we get serious about growth, Satan gets serious too. 
 F. This morning’s lesson, A Time to Grow Up, is approached by looking at 4 imperatives; consider or  
  count (KJV, RSV), know, let, and ask. 
 
I. CONSIDER--IT ALL JOY. 
 A. See Jas. 1:2.  Have a joyful attitude. 
 B. Outlook determines outcomes and attitude determines action. 
 C. James in effect is saying, “not if, but when you encounter various trials.” 
 D. The word consider means to count or to evaluate.  It is a financial term.  In Phil. 3, Paul evaluated  
  (considered, counted) his life and set new priorities and goals. 
 E. This is why trials can be good and positive things--they help us define the things that really matter the 
  most. 
 F. Our values determine our evaluations: 
  1. If we value our comfort over character  then our trials will upset us. 
  2. If we value the material over the spiritual, then our trials can’t be counted as joyous. 
  3. If we value the present over the future,   then our trials will make us bitter. 
 G. Job has the right attitude, see Job 23:10. 
 
II. KNOW--WITH ALL YOUR MIND. 
 A. See Jas. 1:3.  Have an understanding mind. 
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 B. True faith is always tested.  God is trying to bring out our best, while Satan is trying to bring out our 
  worst.  Decide how you are going to handle the test! 
 C. Testing works for us, not against us.  See Rom 8:28; 2Cor. 4:17. 
 D. Trials rightly used, help us to mature. 
  1. Abraham ran ahead of God and married Hagar, bringing sorrow into his home. 
  2. Moses ran ahead of God and murdered a man, bringing 40 years of sheep and patience. 
  3. Peter ran ahead of God and almost killed a man (Jn. 18:10-11), bringing forth a rebuke. 
 E. There is not a substitute for the understanding mind.  Satan can defeat the ignorant Xian, but cannot 
  overcome the one who knows their Bible and understands the purposes of God. 
 
III. LET--YOURSELF HAVE A SURRENDERED WILL. 
 A. See Jas. 1:4, 9-12.  Have a surrendered will. 
 B. God cannot build our character until we cooperate with Him. 
 C. God must work for us, and in us, before and He can work through us.  See Eph. 2:8-10.  Grace is what 
  He has done for us, His workmanship is what he is doing in us, and our service is what He is doing  
  through us. 
 D. Think about it.  God worked w/Abraham 25 years before He gave him a son; He worked 13 years  
  with Joseph before rising to power in Egypt, and God worked 80 years preparing Moses to lead the 
  Hebrews. 
 E. God’s tests have a way of leveling the playing ground!  The rich and poor suffer alike. 
 F. Instead of total commitment, let’s have total surrender.  In doing so you will “be perfect and complete, 
  lacking in nothing.” 
 
IV. ASK--WITH A BELIEVING HEART. 
 A. See Jas. 1:5-8.  Have a heart that wants to believe. 
 B. So many times, especially in times of trouble, we do not know what to pray for.  James gives the  
  answer:  wisdom. 
 C. Someone once said that knowledge is the ability to take things apart; but wisdom is the ability to put 
  them back together. 
 D. Why should we pray for wisdom during trials?  Why not ask for deliverance?  Because we need  
  wisdom as to not waste the opportunities God is giving us to mature. 
 E. Do not be like a small cork at sea--bobbing up and down (Eph. 4:14).  James gives us a beatitude to 
  help us.  Happiness can be found in trials--God is building character and maturity in those who truly 
  love Him. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Practical Xianity is filled with both good times and bad. 
 B. James asks us to count, know, let, and ask. 
 C. It’s time to grow up! 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 
 


