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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  2Timothy 3:16-17. 
 B. This is my last sermon as your preacher.  I want to share some of my favorite passages in an   
  all-scripture sermon.  You are welcome to follow along, as the references are on the board. 
 C. I will be reading these verses from the NIV. 
 
THE TEXTS. 
A. Genesis 1:1-2:9. 
 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 

 the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  And God said, “Let there be light,” and 

 there was light.  God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light 

 “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning--the first day.  And God 

 said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”  So God made the expanse and 

 separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.  God called the expanse “sky.” And 

 there was evening, and there was morning--the second day.  And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered 

 to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters 

 he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing 

 plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.  The land 

 produced vegetation:  plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to 

 their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening, and there was morning--the third day.  And God 

 said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to 

 mark seasons and days and years,  and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it 

 was so.  God made two great lights--the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He 

 also made the stars.  God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day and the 

 night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was  good.  And there was evening, and there was 

 morning--the fourth day.  And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

 across the expanse of the sky.”  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with 

 which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it 

 was good.  God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the 

 birds increase on the earth.”  And there was evening, and there was morning--the fifth day.  And God said, “Let the 

 land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild 

 animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so.  God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 

 livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And 

 God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over 

 the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 

 along the ground.”  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

 created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

 Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Then 

 God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 

 in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures 

 that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food.” And it was 

 so.  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth 

 day.  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  By the seventh day God had finished the 

 work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.  And God blessed the seventh day and 

 made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.  This is the account of the 

 heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--and no shrub 

 of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent 

 rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground,  but streams came up from the earth and watered the 

 whole surface of the ground--the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 

 nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, 

 in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the 

 ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and 

 the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
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B. John 1:1-14. 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the 

 beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 

 and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  There 

 came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 

 that through him all men might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  The 

 true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was 

 made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 

 receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

 of God--children born not of natural  descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  The 

 Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

 came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

C. 1John 1:1-4. 
 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have 

 looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have 

 seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  

 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship 

 is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. 

D. Exodus 5:2. 
 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go?” 

E. Isaiah 40:9-31. 
 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up 

 your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”  See, the 

 Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him.  See, his reward is with him, and his recompense 

 accompanies him.  He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his 

 heart; he gently leads those that have young.  Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the 

 breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the 

 mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?  Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as 

 his counselor?  Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that 

 taught him knowledge or showed him the path of understanding?  Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they 

 are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.  Lebanon is not sufficient for 

 altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.  Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by 

 him as worthless and less than nothing.  To whom, then, will you compare God?  What image will you compare him 

 to?  As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it.  A 

 man too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot. He looks for a skilled craftsman to set up an 

 idol that will not topple.  Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?  

 Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its 

 people are like grasshoppers.  He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.  

 He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.  No sooner are they planted, no sooner 

 are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind 

 sweeps them away like chaff.  “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.  Lift your 

 eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them 

 each by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.  Why do you say, O 

 Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God”?  Do you 

 not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not 

 grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to the weary and increases the 

 power of the weak.  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 

 LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 

 walk and not be faint. 

F. Romans 10:14-17. 
 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 

 have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they 

 are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  But not all the Israelites 

 accepted the good news.  For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?”  Consequently, faith comes from 

 hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 

G. 1Corinthians 1:18-2:5. 
 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
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 of God.  For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”  

 Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

 wisdom of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 

 pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  Jews demand miraculous signs 

 and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified:  a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 

 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the 

 foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.  Brothers, 

 think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 

 influential; not many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 

 chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

 things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.  It is because 

 of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness 

 and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  When I came to you, brothers, 

 I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved 

 to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness and fear, 

 and with much trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 

 demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. 

H. 1John 4:1-4. 
 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 

 prophets have gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 

 acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 

 is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the 

 world. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the 

 one who is in the world. 

I. 2Peter 2:1-9. 
 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will 

 secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift 

 destruction on themselves.  Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.  In 

 their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been 

 hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, 

 but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;  if he did not spare the ancient 

 world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven 

 others; if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of 

 what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy 

 lives of lawless men (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul 

 by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)--if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and 

 to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment. 

J. 1Corinthians 15:58. 
 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 

 Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

K. Matthew 28:19-20. 
 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

 Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the 

 very end of the age.” 

L. 1Corinthians 13:1-13. 
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  

 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

 mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, 

 but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It 

 is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil 

 but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails. But 

 where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, 

 it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect 

 disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

 man, I put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

 Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now these three remain:  faith, hope 

 and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
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M. Romans 12:13-21. 
 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

 curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

 proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for 

 evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

 peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine 

 to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 

 him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, but 

 overcome evil with good. 

N. Hebrews 13:5-8. 
 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never 

 will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  

 What can man do to me?”  Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.  Consider the outcome of 

 their way of life and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

O. 2Peter 1:5-11. 
 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 

 knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 

 brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they 

 will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But if anyone 

 does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.  

 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure.  For if you do these things, you 

 will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

P. Matthew 7:24-27. 
 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

 house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did 

 not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 

 them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

 winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

Q. James 2:14-26. 
 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  Suppose a 

 brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and 

 well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 

 accompanied by action, is dead.  But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without 

 deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 

 believe that--and shudder. You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  Was not our 

 ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  You see that his 

 faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.  And the scripture was 

 fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

 friend.  You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.  In the same way, was not even 

 Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 

 different direction?  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

R. Hebrews 11:6. 
 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 

 that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

S. Luke 13:3. 
 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 

T. Matthew 10:32. 
 “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.” 

U. Matthew 10:33. 
 But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 

V. Acts 22:16. 
 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’ 

W. Romans 6:3-4. 
 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried 

 with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

 may live a new life. 
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X. 1Peter 3:21. 
 And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of 

 a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Y. Acts 2:38. 
 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

 sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Z. Jude 24-25. 
 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with 

 great joy--to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before 

 all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

AA. Revelation 22:17. 
 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and 

 whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 
 
 
 


