
GS 95238                   10-06-1995 
Meditations--How to Fall Away from God 
 
The Old Testament prophet Hosea spoke to the sinful nation of Israel.  He warned the people of impending 
doom if they did not repent of their sins.  As his wife Gomer was unfaithful to him, Israel was committing spiritual 
adultery to God.  They, as a nation, had fallen away from the faithfulness demanded by the Law of Moses. 
 
Hosea lists Israel's mistakes in his book.  And it makes for interesting reading for the modern day Christian.  It is 
very easy to slip into the same problems and "spiritual traps" as did the Jews some 25 centuries ago.  The 
prophet lists at least seven specific sins that were causing the Jews to fall away from God.  These seven sins 
are still around today.  To those who want to be faithful to God through Jesus Christ one must stay away from 
these seven things.  But, if you want to fall away... 
 
First, stop reading your Bible.  This keeps God from talking to you on a regular basis.  Let communication lines 
break down by saying you're just too busy to find time to read God's word.  The Israelites were about to be 
destroyed by the Assyrians because of their lack of knowledge of God's word (Hosea 4:6-11; 8:12).  We can be 
destroyed by the devil if we allow ourselves to be ignorant of what God wants us to be (2Tim. 2:15). 
 
Second, develop your pride.  Don't allow anyone to teach you anything.  Be sure that you have all the answers 
in your own mind.  Keep yourself free from the facts, because you know how to run your own life.  Never mind 
that Hosea warned his people (5:5; 7:10) and we are to be warned today that pride goes before a fall (Prov. 
16:18; 1Cor. 10:12,13). 
 
Third, become a fair-weather follower of Jesus.  No sacrifice required.  Do just as you please, when you 
please, as you please.  Do exactly what Jesus says as long as it fits with your own lifestyle and ethics.  If things 
aren't going well... then go your own way!  Hosea preached against this lifestyle (6:4,6a), and today Jesus asks 
for nothing. short of a total surrender to Himself (Lk. 9:23,62). 
 
Fourth, spend most of your time with non-believers.  Peer pressure is not just a teenage problem.  Adults, 
although they don't like to admit it, suffer from peer pressure.  So, if you want to fall away make sure that the 
people you are around don't care anything about God, His Son, or His Word.  Make sure that you believe that 
going to worship, fellowship functions, and weekly Bible studies with fellow Christians is a waste of precious 
time.  One cannot escape peer pressure.  Are your peers going to be at good influence or a bad one (Hos. 7:8; 
1Cor. 15:33; 2Cor. 6:14-17)? 
 
Fifth, see how corrupt you can become.  Satan doesn't care how low he takes you. Amaze yourself and your 
friends about how drastic a change you can make to be sure and stand out in the crowd.  Figure out ways to 
draw attention to yourself by doing whatever comes to mind at the moment, and don't worry about hurting 
others--you are the only person that really matters (Hos. 9:9; Rom. 1:24-32). 
 
Sixth, permanently warp your thinking.  It is possible to sear your conscience in such a way that sin will no 
longer make you feel guilty.  Throw rational thought out the window, and by all means never try to approach life 
like God does.  Because of your new view of life, His reasoning never makes any real sense anyway.  Hosea 
knew the people of Israel had done this very thing, and it could be happening again today (Hos. 11:7; 1Tim. 
4:1,2; 2Pet. 2:12-15a). 
 
Seventh, practice idolatry.  Now don't go bowing in front of any statues like Hosea warned about (Hos. 13:2), 
but be sure and love your money, possessions, jobs, sports, and other hobbies more than God.  Don't ever be 
thought of as being a fanatic when it comes to being a Christian.  Rather, spend time pursuing other things that 
you really enjoy and be sure that nothing keeps you from serving these things (1Jn. 5:21; Col. 3:5). 
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In conclusion, I hope this is one "how to manual" you will never follow.  May we learn from the mistakes of the 
Israelites and begin to grow in our relationship to God by doing just the opposite of the things mentioned above.  
Faithfulness doesn't come naturally, it must be developed through hard work and perseverance. 
 
 
 


