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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (Lesson Eleven)            Mattoon, IL 
LESSON ELEVEN:  TELL THE TRUTH. 
 
I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Some lies in America have been used so often they are joked about.  ‘Doug Mushrow has written an 
  article entitled "19 Great American Lies."  Here are 12 of his classics: 
  1. The check is in the mail. 
  2. I'll start my diet tomorrow. 
  3. We service what we sell. 
  4. Give me your number, and the doctor will call you right back. 
  5. Money cheerfully refunded. 
  6. One size fits all. 
  7. This hurts me more than it hurts you. 
  8. I just need 5 minutes of your time." 
  9. Your table will be ready in a few minutes. 
  10. Let's have lunch sometime. 
  11. It's not the money; it's the principle. 
  12. "I'm from the federal government, and I'm here to help you."  [p. 166] 
 B. Even though we joke about the subject, deep down most of us don't think lying is really all that funny.  
  We can pay a heavy price for not living the truth.  [p. 167] 
 C. God doesn't think lying is funny, either.  Lying destroys relationships and it perverts justice.  Lying  
  destroys trust and fractures families.  And, for people who claim to follow God, telling lies    
  misrepresents the One whose basic nature is truth (Prov. 6:16-19).  [p. 167] 
 D. The ninth of God's instructions for being people of character.  It's found in Ex. 20:16, and it reads like 
  this:  You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  [p. 168] 
 E. But the undergirding principle of the ninth instruction is that in all areas of our lives God demands  
  honesty.  God never intended His people to be involved with deceit and dishonesty.  Just like in every 
  other aspect of our lives, God wants His people of character to model themselves after Him.  And God 
  Almighty never lies.  [p. 168] 
 
II. WHAT'S A LIE? 
 A. A lie is an intentional deception. 
 B. To Err Without Lying. 
  1. Sometimes we lie but it is possible to err without lying.  [p. 169] 
  2. We may in good conscience tell something believing it to be true, but in reality it is not true.  We 
   have erred but not lied, we did not intentionally try to deceive. 
 C. To Lie Without Erring. 
  1. We can also lie without erring.  We can tell the truth in a manner that people are deceived.  
   [p. 169] 
  2. This is done by answering a question by giving a true statement but not telling the whole story, or 
   not really answering the question. 
 
III. WHY LIE? 
 A. We seen to have a love/hate relationship with lying.  Indeed, deception is built into the very fabric of 
  our culture.  [p. 170] 
 B. Resume "padding" has become such a common practice in the United States that people who do not 
  embellish their records are at a distinct disadvantage in competing for jobs.  [p. 170] 
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 C. Our culture does encourage and reward lying.  In fact, we've reached the point when; as a recent Time 
  magazine essay stated:  "[Our culture is] a huckerstering, show-bizzy world, jangling with hype,  
  hullabaloo, and hooey, bull, baloney, and barnboozlement." See Jer. 17:9. [p. 171] 
 D. Dr. Leonard Keeler, the inventor of the lie detector machine, interviewed and studied over 25,000  
  people in his research, and his findings led him to conclude that people are basically dishonest.  There 
  is something deep within our nature that draws us to deception. [p. 171] 
 E. Lying is not just a bad habit.  It is a symptom of heart disease, for it is the heart that harbors either  
  bitterness and deceit or godly values (Mt. 12:34-35; Prov. 4:23-24; 10:20; 15:14). [p. 171] 
 F. Here's the point:  Too often, we excuse what comes from our mouths, whether it is deceitful or simply 
  hurtful words, as just a slip of the tongue."  But God says it is a slip of the heart. [p. 172] 
 
IV. TO WHOM? 
 A. Lying to our Neighbors. 
  1. To whom do we lie?  The first group is pretty easy to identify, isn't it?  We lie to our neighbors-to 
   those God has placed around us.  We all remember that nursery rhyme that says; "Sticks and  
   stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me."  But that's just not true.  Words can 
   destroy us.  They can fracture our lives.  There are a lot of -ways to hurt others through lying.  
   [p. 172] 
    There's perjury, of course. 
    And there's also slander and gossip. 
    Insinuation is a powerful weapon in the war of words. 
    Flattery is also a form of lying (Prov. 29:5). 
    By remaining silent.  I lie to you when I keep from you truth that will help you. [p. 173] 
 B. Lying to God. 
  All deception is an affront to God, for His nature is the epitome of truth.  His insistence on the truth  
  helps explain the example he made of Ananias and Sapphira in Ac. 5.  "How is it that Satan has so  
  filled your hearts that you have lied to the Holy Spirit?... You have not lied to men but to God."  See 
  Heb. 6:18. [p. 174] 
 C. Lying to Ourselves. 
  We are experts at lying to ourselves, aren't we?  "I don't have a drinking problem."  "It's not hurting  
  anybody but me."  "I can stop anytime I want."  Or, one I hear a lot, "I don't go to church anymore, but 
  I've never been closer to God."  See 1Jn. 1:8-10; Jas. 1:22). [p. 175] 
 
V. HOW NOW? 
 A. Monitor Your Heart. 
  Give the Holy Spirit opportunities to work in us to change our nature.  We pray, study the Bible, and 
  participate in worship of the God of truth.  We also make ourselves accountable to other people of  
  character. [p. 176]  We quench the Spirit by refusing Him opportunities to work in our lives, and we'll 
  find ourselves growing comfortable in the presence of deceit. [p. 177] 
 B. Diet on Wholesome Conversation. 
  I believe we are too prone to listen to and talk about ugliness.  We've got to be more dedicated to  
  promoting the honor and reputation of others.  You can consume garbage and develop character.   
  See Phil. 4:8. [p. 177] 
 C. Encourage Others. 
  We need to take every opportunity to speak good instead of evil words.  God gave us the power of  
  speech in order for us to use it for good in His world.  He wants us to talk about justice, mercy, and  
  love, and about a God who has a plan for how people can live lives of character so that they can be at 
  peace with themselves, with each other, and with Him.  See Eph. 4:29-30. [p. 178] 
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 D. Consider Your Reflection. 
  1. God never intended deceit to be part of His world.  It was introduced by Satan.  The ninth  
   principle in God's plan for building character can be truly understood only in light of the   
   tremendous struggle taking place between God's army of truth versus Satan's forces of deceit  
   (Jn. 8:44b; 2Cor. 4:4,6).  [p. 178] 
  2. We are caught up in something infinitely bigger than ourselves.  There is a struggle going on in 
   the cosmos--call it light versus darkness, call it good versus evil, call it truth versus falsehood--but 
   it all comes down to this:  it's God versus Satan (Eph. 4:22-24,25; Col. 3:9-10).  [p. 179] 
  3. People of character reflect God's character.  And part of His very essence is truth.  Only when we 
   reflect His truth can we build communities and families where respect and trust abound.  [p. 180] 
 
 
 


