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SCRIPTURE:  THE ANCHOR OF THE CHURCH 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. What should the church be like?  Some answers are:  big, small, up-to-date, like the past, like the first 
  century, modem, liberal, conservative, etc. 
 B. Many people answer the above question and say that the church should be like the one we find in the 
  NT.  But to this we could answer, like Corinth?: 
   1. With fornication, tongue-speaking, and charismatic worship services? 
   2. Practice the holy kiss, eat meat given to idols, and women wearing veils? 
  Probably not. 
 C. To answer this question the church needs a guide, a set of instructions to define its identity, purpose, 
  and mission. 
 D. The Bible, specifically the NT, is that infallible guide.  The Scriptures are the anchor for the church. 
 
I. WHAT THE BIBLE IS. 
 A. We can understand the will of God for our lives, and for the church by reading the Bible.  The Bible is 
  the revealing of God's will to mankind. 
 B. The 66 books of the Bible are divine and authoritative. 
 C. Notice the following scriptures: 
  1. No other gospel (Gal. 1:6-8). 
  2. The word is living and active (Heb. 4:12). 
  3. We shall be judged by the word (Jn. 12:48). 
  4. Faith is produced by hearing the word (Rom. 10:17). 
 D. But wait!  There is a very humbling passage in 2Pet. 3:16!  It is possible to read the word and get the 
  wrong message.  One can even twist the truth is such a way that it sounds good, but is really error! 
  We must heed the warning of Paul (2Tim. 2:15). 
 E. To "rightly divide" means to be able to interpret correctly.  To understand and apply the Word as God 
  would have it known is of vital importance to the church. 
 
II. THREE THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND. 
 To properly understand the church and how it is function means knowing 3 things about the NT scriptures: 
 A. First, The Nature of Scripture. 
  1. "We believe Scripture to be the Word of God, the God who created us and who is unchanging ‘in 
   his nature.  Given God's eternal faithfulness to his own identity, his Word is eternally binding and 
   always relevant.  Scripture can never be ignored, nor can we outgrow it.  It is the primary source 
   of our knowledge of God today." 
  2. Be sure to understand the importance of these two passages; 2Tim. 3:16,17 and 2Pet. 1:20,21. 
 B. Second, The Meaning of Scripture. 
  1. The Bible cannot be read like an encyclopedia to only find a listing of facts in a narrative. 
  2. One thing that must be considered in understanding the NT is the historical context of the  
   Scriptures. 
    "The fact that Scripture comes in the midst of human history and culture makes this   
    necessary.  The Bible was written in a real historical setting involving real people in a real 
    culture.  The passages that are enlightened by historical information are too numerous to 
    detail, but we must constantly be aware that biblical events did not happen in a vacuum. " 
  3. Another thing to be considered is a literary analysis of the Scriptures. 
    "Literary analysis is the attempt to place a verse of the Bible in its proper context by looking 
    at the nature and flow of the larger piece of literature in which it is found.  We can correctly 
    understand passages of Scripture only as parts of their larger context." 
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   a. GENRES--letters, narrative, poetry, figurative language. 
   b. FIGURES OF SPEECH--parables, similes, fables, metaphors, personification, metonymy, 
    etc. 
     "The only proper control for correct interpretation is to be found in the original intent of 
     the biblical text. " 
 C. Third, How to Apply Scripture. 
  1. Whatever you believe in the Scriptures (NT) it must relate to X (Heb. 1:1,2). 
  2. Putting the biblical text into our contemporary situation involves knowing what you're dealing with; 
   facts, commands, or examples. 
   a. FACTS teach, but you cannot do a fact (see Mt. 28:18). 
   b. COMMANDS must be done even though not completely explained (see Mt. 28:19). 
   c. EXAMPLES are only binding as they illustrate commands.  Acts 20:7 an example of how  
    often to eat the Supper.  And Jn. 13:14,15 is not a command but an example of serving. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. What should the church be like?  Answer:  like that which the NT reveals. 
 B. To fully understand what the NT means, remember to know that: 
  1. The word is authoritative. 
  2. The word must be understood in its historical background. 
  3. The word must be understood in its literary style. 
  4. The word contains facts, commands, and examples. 
 C. Scripture is the anchor for the church.  As long as the church continues to adhere to the word, it will be 
  what God wants it to be.  May God bless you in your study of His word. 
 
 
 


