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DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? Mattoon, IL
INTRODUCTION.

A. Scripture text: John 11:21-27.

B. When Jesus came to Bethany to raise Lazarus from the dead, He said that He was "the resurrection
and the life." In the face of the passing of a close friend and relative He asked, "Do you believe this?"

C. Ourlesson is to examine the faith of the disciples, the sisters, and the Jews.

|, THE DISCIPLES' FAITH.

A. See John 11:1-16.

B. Some scholars believe that Jesus was a day’s journey from Bethany when He received the news of
Lazarus‘ death. Add to the first day of messenger, the * two days Jesus waited, and another day to
travel to Bethany; that makes 4 days. When Jesus arrived, Lazarus' had been dead 4 days, meaning
that Lazarus died the same day Jesus got the message.

C. No doubt the disciples were perplexed about several things:

1. Why did Jesus allow a loved one like Lazarus to get sick at all?
2. Why did Jesus delay two days in going to visit Lazarus' sisters?
3. Why did Jesus not heal Lazarus from a distance as in 4:43-547
D. The disciples faith had to grow in a new way:
1. God's love is not a pampering love, but a perfecting love.
Just because we love God, and God loves us does not mean we will be sheltered from the
problems and pains of life.
2. Love and suffering are not incompatible.
God loved His Son, but permitted Him to drink the cup of sorrow and experience the pain of the
Cross.
E. In this situation Jesus saw an opportunity to glorify His Father; and for the faith of His disciples to

grow. As we face the trials and problems of life may we remember that each situation can be faced
with the attitude of how we can grow and mature spiritually as we endure it.

Il.  THE SISTERS' FAITH.

A.
B.

C.

See John 11:17-40.

Mary and Martha were the two sisters of Lazarus. When they found out Jesus was coming, Martha

ran to meet X, while Mary stayed in Bethany (v20).

Notice that no one present expected a miracle!

1. Martha said that Jesus could have healed Lazarus before he died (v21).

2. Martha did not think Lazarus would be raised until the final day (v24).

3. Mary said that Jesus could have healed Lazarus ‘before he died (v32).

4. The people saw Jesus weeping, and may have thought He was powerless to help Lazarus
now (v35).

But focus here needs to be on Jesus' great "| AM" statement. Three important things to notice:

1. Jesus brought the doctrine of the resurrection into the light.
The Pharisees and Sadducees had been arguing over this for years. Even some passages in the
Psalms, and in Ecclesiastes would seem to indicate that death is the end and there is no hope
beyond the grave. But Jesus makes the doctrine of the resurrection real, important, and
powerful (2Tim. 1:10).

2. Jesus transformed the doctrine from a book and put it in a person.
When you're sick you want a doctor, not a medicine book. When you are being sued you want a
lawyer, not a law book. When you're facing death, you want a Savior, not a teaching or a spiritual
law (1Cor. 1:30).



3. Jesus took the doctrine of the resurrection out of the future and put it into the present.
God's great power to resurrect dead lives is available NOW! Again, no one expected a miracle to
happen, yet Jesus kept saying, "Your brother shall rise again." We have this same power that
raised Jesus, the HS, living our lives to help us (Rom. 6:4; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10).
E. Jesus’ power to raise and transform lives is available now. May we seek to be resurrected from the
spiritual death of sin, to live again in fellowship with God.

lll. THE JEWS' FAITH.

A. See John 11:41-57.

B. The report of Jesus’ miracle reached the Council, and they met to protect their own selfish interests. If
Jesus continued to gather followers it would impress the Romans, and be politically damaging to the
Jewish cause.

C. Caiaphas, who was the high priest, was a Sadducee. He wanted no part with someone who claimed
they could raise the dead. But unknown to himself and the Sanhedrin, he uttered a divine prophecy
about X (v49,50). The Jewish leaders thought they were in control of the situation, but it was God,
who was using them to work out His plan to save all mankind (Acts 2:23).

D. Unfortunately, the faith of the Jews at large did not grow as a result of the raising of Lazarus. We see
why the prayer of the rich man in Hades was not answered. One did rise from the dead (Lazarus),
and they wanted to kill the One who did it (Lk. 16:30)!

CONCLUSION AND INVITATION.
A. The miracles were done, and recorded that we might believe and by believing have life in His name
(Jn. 20:30,31).
B. Let the power of Jesus resurrect your life from spiritual death.
C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians.



