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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 21:12-22. 
 B. In the passage above, Jesus condemns the hypocrisy of those who claim to be followers of God, yet 
  do not live for Him. 
 C. Two things are evident in these stories about hypocrisy: inward corruption and outward fruitlessness. 
 D. If we claim to be Xians, doing the will of the Father we will not be guilty of either of these things. 
 
I. INWARD CORRUPTION. 
 A. See Mt. 21:12-17. 
 B. The outer court of the temple could be used to sell sacrifices.  The problem was that some of the Jews 
  had a monopoly on the trading and were charging great prices, making money off of religion.  It  
  became a lucrative business. 
 C. Another use of the outer court was to allow interested Gentiles to come and hear the Law preached.  It 
  was to be a place of evangelism.  But the presence of the "religious market" turned many away from 
  the true witness of Israel. 
 D. A den is a hiding place for thieves.  But the temple was to be a place of worship and prayer.  Why  
  consider turning to God and becoming a Jewish proselyte, if the Jews are no different than other  
  corrupt Gentiles? 
 E. The apostle Paul argued that to be a real Jew, one had to be one inwardly.  He spoke of the hypocrisy 
  of Israel in Romans (Rom. 2:21-24,28,29). 
 F. God wants four things in His house: 
  1. Prayer. 
   A place where one realizes their dependence on God.  Those who think they do not need God, 
   never take time to pray. 
  2. People. 
   Jesus spent time with those who knew they needed help (the blind and the lame).  The needy  
   should feel welcome and find the help they need in the temple. 
  3. Power. 
   Jesus cured those who needed His healing power.  True power to live comes from X, and we  
   should find it in His house! 
  4. Praise. 
   The children were more discerning than the Pharisees.  They spoke the truth, a truth the more 
   learned adults should have known. 
 G. Sin is the reason for inward corruption.  We cannot continue in sin and still think we are acceptable to 
  God.  The corrupting power of sin is the reason that Jesus threw the moneychangers out of the temple 
  grounds. 
 H. The lesson is clear, you are a hypocrite if you claim a relationship with God but are still living in sin.  
  Jesus will not tolerate such a situation. 
 
II. OUTWARD FRUITLESSNESS. 
 A. See Mt. 21:18-22. 
 B. Miracles can be negative in nature.  Jesus destroyed the pigs when He allowed the evil spirits to enter 
  them.  In the same way Jesus cursed the fig tree causing it to die.  This was meant to teach the  
  disciples a lesson. 
 C. The fig tree symbolizes the nation of Israel.  They were to be bearing fruit, but were not.  Worse yet, 
  they had a show of religion but no practical experience of faith resulting in godly living. 
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 D. This is why Jesus got mad at the fig tree, it had leaves, but no fruit.  It looked on the outside to be a 
  good tree, a producing tree, yet it was not doing what it was supposed to do--bear fruit. 
 E. Xians are supposed to bear fruit for God.  If we have the outward appearance of one who is to bear 
  fruit but are not, we are hypocrites.  God wants to produce fruit in our lives. 
 F. Outward fruitlessness is the problem.  Jesus gave a two-step cure:  faith and prayer. 
  1. Faith. 
   With faith you can even do the impossible.  Cast a mountain into the sea, or bear fruit even out of 
   season. 
  2. Prayer. 
   Means that we have not because we ask not (Jas. 4:2).  Ask J anything according to God's will 
   and He will grant it. 
 G. Matthew 3:10, says that if we do not bear good fruit, we're going to get the axe! 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Two distinguishing marks of hypocrisy: 
  1. Inward corruption. 
  2. Outward fruitlessness. 
 B. Jesus condemns both.  We need to be willing to make whatever changes that are necessary, to avoid 
  both problems. 
 C. The change that is necessary is that of repentance toward God. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


