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GREAT BIBLICAL DOCTRINES (Adoption and Justification) 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. The topics we have previously studied: 
  1. Original Goodness.    5. Atonement. 
  2. Election.       6. Redemption. 
  3. Predestination.     7. Reconciliation. 
  4. God's Covenants.     8. Regeneration. 
 B. Topics remaining in this series: 
  1. Adoption.      4. Sanctification. 
  2. Justification.      5. Salvation. 
  3. Perfection. 
 
I. ADOPTION. 
 A. God, from the days of Abraham, has had a concern for man (Gen. 12:2-3). 
 B. God did not forget His promise to Abraham in the days of Moses (Deut. 7:6-8; Rom. 9:3-5). 
 C. The fulfillment of the promise of adoption is realized in X (Gal. 3:16). 
 D. Notice in the above passage that God would bless all the descendants of Abraham through His one 
  descendant, JC. 
 E. Look at the parallels between adoption among Greeks & Romans and the Biblical doctrine of adoption: 
  1. (G&R)...  The father has absolute power over the son. 
   (NT)...  God has absolute power over all things (Ac. 17:24-25). 
  2. (G&R)...  Adoption was not always out of love for the child. 
   (NT)...  God both chose us and loved us (Eph. 1:3-6). 
  3. (G&R)...  The adopted son is considered a full son, as if he had been the physical progeny 
      of the family. 
   (NT)...  God gives His adopted children abundant blessings (Mt. 6:30; Rom. 8:31-32). 
  4. (G&R)...  A definite, legal, transaction ceremony must take place. 
   (NT)...  A person is spiritually adopted when baptized into X (Gal. 3:26,27; Eph. 1:13-14). 
 F. Summary: 
  1. The origin of our adoption as God's sons originated in his eternal counsel and purpose before  
   time began (Eph. 1:4,5). 
  2. God's adoption is the result of X's work. 
  3. Adoption by God is sealed and guaranteed by the Spirit God gives to all who surrender to X in 
   faith and baptism (Ac. 2:38). 
  4. One's adoption will be completed in the resurrection when X returns (Rom. 8:23). 
 
II. JUSTIFICATION. 
 A. Very simply, justification is to know that those who are justified, as those considered by God,   
  "just-as-if-I'd never sinned." 
 B. God is both just and righteous (Deut. 32:3,4; Micah 6:8; Psa. 11:7). 
 C. Justification stands at the core of the Bible's teaching about man's relationship to God, about God's 
  gracious love shown man in JC. 
 D. The Law of Moses did not help men "become acceptable" (Rom 3:19,20). 
 E. Man cannot find justification through works of repentance only.  The works of repentance must he  
  done toward God in X (Rom. 4:2). 
 F. Other translations speak of JUSTIFICATION; 
  1. "Become acceptable." 
  2. "Be made upright." 
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  3. "Declared righteous." 
  4. "Acquitted." 
  5. "Have righteousness put to their credit." 
  6. "Pronounced righteous." 
  7. "Accounted righteous." 
  8. "Brought into right standing with God." 
 C. See Romans 3:21-26 as to how God is offering justification through the death of X.  Notice these  
  significant things: 
  1. God's righteousness is now available to all men in a way and to a degree never before known  
   (3:21). 
  2. God makes His righteousness ours because of His "grace" through the redemptive life and death 
   of JC (3:24). 
  3. Our response to God's unique gift in JC is faith--obedient, surrendering belief (3:22,26). 
  4. At the point of God's justification of us, because our faith in JC, we are given God’s righteousness 
   (3:21,22,26). 
 H. May we always remember the death, burial and resurrection and one package resulting in forgiveness 
  and justification (Rom. 4:25 
 I. Obedient faith in that death, burial and resurrection means our justification (Rom. 5:1,2). 
 
NEXT LESSON. 
 The two doctrines to be discussed in our next lesson are Perfection and Sanctification. 
 
 
 


