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GREAT BIBLICAL DOCTRINES (Atonement and Redemption) 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. This morning, our series continues on GBD, with Atonement & Redemption. 
 B. Previous doctrines studied are Election, Predestination, and God's Covenants. 
 
I. ATONEMENT. 
 A. The underlying problem is SIN (Isa. 53:6; 59:1-2; Rom. 1:21-23). 
 B. The mission of X was to free mankind from the enslavement of sin (Mt. 20:28; 2Cor. 5:21;   
  Rom. 5:6,8-10; Jn. 1:29; 1Pet. 1:19). 
 C. The meaning of Atonement: 
  1. In the OT "atonement" signified a covering or concealment of sin in the sense of having it  
   forgiven. 
  2. The English word when pronounced "at-one-ment" shows the process of how two divided parties 
   can become one again. 
  3. Atonement, refers to the death of X as the means by which God and man become one; their  
   relationship restored. . 
 D. Destruction of the Barriers (Eph. 2:13-16). 
  1. X sacrificed Himself willingly ........................................ Jn. 10:17-18. 
  2. X can take man into God's presence ............................ Heb. 10:19,20. 
  3. X ends our "war with God" ........................................... Rom. 5:10. 
  4. X delivers us from the wrath of God ............................. Rom. 5:9. 
  5. X releases us from sin's bondage ................................ Heb. 9:12. 
  6. X produces a complete and whole life in man .............. Heb. 10:10,12,14. 
  7. X helps us repudiate sin by obedient faith .................... 1Pet. 2:24. 
 E. Some important questions about atonement: 
  1. "Why couldn't God just forgive men when they repent, without the death of Jesus?" 
   Answer:  Because man is incapable of saving himself.  Man can only die because of his sin.   
   Jesus died not for His own sin, but for everyone else's (Eph. 2:1-5). 
  2. "Doesn't this make the innocent suffer for the guilty?" 
   Answer:  Yes, but X went to the cross willingly (Jn. 10:17,18), joyfully (Heb. 12:20), and to carry 
   the burden of the world's sins (1Pet. 2:22-24). 
  3. "What above God's love?" 
   Answer:  Once a person comes to know the enormity of sin with its disastrous fruits in human life 
   and then see the true nature of God--X's cross has to happen (1Jn. 4:9,10). 
  4. "Is the atonement in any way limited?" 
   Answer:  Paul said that X's atonement covered all those affected by sin from the beginning  
   (Rom. 5:17,18; 1Cor. 15:45-49). 
 F. A summary of X's atoning Work: 
  1. The possibility for our atonement is the result of God's loving initiative (2Cor. 5:18,19). 
  2. The God of love and the God of justice is one and the same God--Jehovah God (Isa. 54:7,8). 
  3. In providing our atonement God did not overlook or excuse our sin and guilt (Isa. 53:5). 
  4. The atonement that X provides reveals to us a God who came into our midst and involved himself 
   in our lives (Heb. 4:15). 
  5. Nowhere is the love of God and the willingness of God to participate in our lives seen more  
   clearly than at the cross (2Cor. 5:19). 
  6. Today we can participate in God's atonement and in his provision for us through X (Rom. 6:1-4). 
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II. REDEMPTION. 
 A. Redemption means freedom!  The English word "redemption" has four basic denotations: 
  1. To buy back something that had been forfeited by failure or inability to pay a debt. 
  2. To liberate or set free those either ruled by a higher authority or held as captives by a stronger 
   force. 
  3. To deliver or remove from grave danger and dire circumstances. 
  4. To acquit one charged with a crime. 
 B. Now notice the four denotations in a spiritual context: 
  1. An unpayable debt was paid in X (Lk. 7:41-43; Mt. 18:23-27). 
  2. Having been a slave, but released to freedom (Jn. 8:34). 
  3. To deliver from danger or dire circumstances (Eph. 2:1-3). 
  4. To be acquitted of a crime (Rev. 12:10-11). 
 C. To help illustrate the concept of redemption, freedom for Israel out of Egyptian bondage is reviewed 
  (Ex. 6:6-7). 
  1. It meant release or FREEDOM from slavery. 
  2. It meant-a NEW IDENTITY for the slaves. 
  3. It meant a NEW PURPOSE and destiny in life. 
 D. All three of the above are mentioned in Titus 2:11-14. 
 E. Because of the redemption found in X, Xians have: 
  1. FREEDOM... Romans 6:17,18. 
  2. NEW IDENTITY... 1Corinthians 6:19,20. 
  3. NEW PURPOSE... John 17:4. 
 
 
 


