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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Ecclesiastes 10:8. 
 B. When Jesus said, "You shall know the truth and the truth will make you free” (Jn. 8:31), He did NOT 
  mean that there would be no boundaries in life. 
 C. We cannot do whatever w like.  Society has rules and laws to regulate life.  God has also given  
  mankind some rules to live by.  Laws are for our betterment and happiness (1Tim. 2:1,2). 
 D. Ecclesiastes 10:8 says that when we break through the wall (break the rules) the snake will bite.  We 
  must be ready to pay the price for our sin and disobedience.  When we see the tragedy of sin, the 
  rules of righteousness look ever more appealing. 
 
I. ALL OF LIFE IS WALLED UP AROUND US. 
 A. There are many walls around us: 
  1. All traffic laws are walls for our safety on the road. 
  2. Local, state and federal laws protect property and rights. 
  3. Laws of nature and science make life itself possible. 
 B. When you can depend on these laws working life is enhanced and we can enjoy greater freedom in 
  keeping the law than we can in breaking it. 
 C. The "walls of Xianity" are more confining than those of civil law.  Some have reasoned that because of 
  this, the Xian way is too restrictive and prohibitive.  It can become monotonous and boring. 
 D. But the walls are there for a purpose!"  I know of very few, if any rules that do not have some kind  
  reason or logic to them.  To break the rules is to be illogical, or unreasonable. 
 E. Staying within the walls means freedom from: guilt, anxiety depression, and feelings of worthlessness. 
 
II. SOME GOOD WALLS. 
 A. To keep the serpent from biting, the Scriptures are full of good walls.  May we strive to stay within  
  these barriers. 
 B. Some of these good walls are: 
  1. Protection from the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19.20). 
  2. Staying away from the temptations of bad company (1Cor. 15:33). 
  3. To help stay away from stealing and sins of the tongue (Eph. 4:28,29). 
  4. To keep one's own body under control (1Cor. 6:19-20). 
   (Life expectancy for gays and lesbians is half of what it is for heterosexuals... live God's way). 
  5. Help determine who is in control (Rom. 6:12). 
 C. Some walls actually help us grow and mature spiritually: 
  1. We are to never give up (Gal. 6:9). 
  2. We are to be steadfast and immoveable (1Cor. 15:58). 
  3. We can know/prove the good will of God (Rom. 12:1-2). 
  4. You will benefit as well as the less fortunate (Jas. 1:27). 
  5. Life is never to be centered in one's self (Lk. 9:23). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Remember in Kadesh-Barnea how God sent snakes into the camp because of the sins of the people? 
  The same thing can happen spiritually if we break through the walls God has set in place. 
 B. The cure is the One that was lifted up (Jn. 3:14-15). 
 C. Have you been bitten by the serpent (Satan)?  Stop breaking the walls by repeating of you sins. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 


