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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Ephesians 6:5-9. 
 B. There are two kinds of the slavery spoken of in the NT: 
  1. As Xians we are to be slaves of JC and of righteousness. 
  2. The employee-employer relationship. 
 C. In our scripture text we want to look at the employee-employer relationship and then make some  
  comparisons to the other kind of slavery. 
 D. A slave is a human being who is owned as property by another and is absolutely subject to his will.  In 
  this context a slave is a servant of another. 
 
I. THE INSTITIUTION OF SLAVERY. 
 A. Interestingly enough, the Bible does not condemn slavery.  It does condemn the abuses of it. 
 B. Because of the terrible history of slavery in this country we have a very unfavorable view of such an 
  arrangement.  Yet, it is sometimes done for the benefit of the slave.  Remember in school, studying 
  indentured servants.  (It is not a slave with false teeth!) 
 C. Paul's instructions tell slaves how to be good slaves and masters how to be good masters. 
 
II. SLAVES ARE TO BE OBEDIENT. 
 A. The gospel of freedom is not a crutch to be used in freeing one from their responsibility as a slave.  
  Galatians 5:1 is dealing with the OT Law, not slavery. 
 B. If a man/woman was called (became a Xian) as a slave, he/she is to remain in that condition as a Xian 
  (1Cor. 7:22). 
 C. And if their master is a Xian, they are to serve (1Tim. 6:2). 
 D. Xianity does not necessarily change the social standing of a person.  God ignores it as a condition of 
  becoming a Xian, and then instructs us how to live (no matter the social standing). 
 E.  The Xian who is a slave is to serve in fear and trembling which means with an attitude of wanting to 
  do right (2Cor. 7:15). 
 
III. SLAVES ARE TO GIVE THE RIGHT KIND OF SERVICE. 
 A. Scripture text: Ephesians 6:5-8. 
 B. Serve in sincerity (without divided obligations or loyalties).  Make up your mind to do the job right, for 
  the job's sake (Mt. 6:24). 
 C. Serve not by way of eye service.  We condemn the Pharisees for this kind of life, and in many ways 
  we are just as bad.  Wanting to be seen only of men is not pleasing to the Master (Mt. 6:1,2,5,16). 
 D. Serve with cheerfulness ("good will" of v7).  Griping and complaining our way through a task is not in 
  keeping with the life of a slave who is a Xian. 
 E. Our motive should be to please the Father.  Better working conditions, more money, etc., are of  
  secondary importance. 
 
IV. SLAVES AND MASTERS HAVE OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS. 
 A. In times past it was said that, "a slave has no rights and only obligations, while masters have no  
  obligations, but only rights." 
 B. THIS IS NO LONGER TRUE. 
 C. Masters are not to threaten, but encourage (Eph. 6:9). 
 D. The slave has rights which are to be respected by the master. 
 E. The master has obligations which are to be respected because of JC. 
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V. IT IS NOT DEGRADING TO BE A SLAVE. 
 A. Some of the greatest men of the Bible thought it a privilege to be a slave (of JC): 
  1. Paul and Timothy (Phil. 1:1). 
  2. Simon Peter (2Pet. 1:1). 
  3. James (Jas. 1:1). 
  4. Jude (Jude v1). 
  5. John (Rev. 1:1). 
 B. There is no rank among slaves.  All are equal.  All women, children, rich, poor, black, white, etc., are 
  all equal in God's sight.  All Xians are slaves of JC with the only difference being that of function  
  (Gal. 3:28). 
 C. Xians are slaves of righteousness, while non-Xians are slaves of the world, sin (Rom. 6:20, 22; 6:16). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Do the best to please your earthly masters, because in doing so you are pleasing unto X. 
 B. Remember, that all good deeds that are done in honor of X will be rewarded by the Father. 
 C. Spiritually speaking, are you a slave to sin, or a slave to God? 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


