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DO MAN'S PREDISPOSITION AND INCLINATIONS TOWARD        Mt.Vernon,IL 
GOD AND SIN CONTROL HIS ACTIONS? 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Two other questions to be dealt with are; 
  1. What would stimulate one inclination to be stronger than another? 
  2. What else might affect moral decision making? 
 B. A simple answer to the main question is, "No."  And I want to deal with the other two questions in light 
  of this answer. 
 C. Man's predisposition and inclinations do not control his actions but they do effect his actions. 
 D. Therefore, I will focus my attention on two areas in answering these two questions: 
  1. "What would stimulate one inclination to be stronger than another?"   This is Man's View of God. 
  2. "What else might affect moral decision making?"     This is Man's View of Sin. 
 
I. MAN'S VIEW OF GOD. 
 A. The trouble with many people today is that they have not found a God big enough for their modern  
  needs.  Their life has taken them in a score of different directions and their mental horizons have been 
  expanded to the point of bewilderment by world events and scientific discoveries, while their ideas of 
  God have remained largely static. 
 B. First, the resident policeman or cosmic cop: 
  1. To many people, conscience is all they have by way of knowledge of God.  This cosmic cop is a 
   small little voice that makes them feel guilty and unhappy before, during and after a wrong-doing.  
  2. To view God as a type of cosmic cop is to never put God in a place to be worshipped, loved or 
   served.  Conscience at its best is only a nagging inner voice that spoils our "pleasure" and keeps 
   us rather negatively on the path of virtue. 
 C. Second, the parental hangover: 
  1. Very simply stated this erroneous view of God is based on the relationship between father and 
   child; that the child learned and lived while at home, 
  2. To those who view God as this type of father figure think that they outgrow their need for God the 
   Father when they reach adulthood. 
  3. The only time that this kind of individual will seek God's help is in times of crisis or trouble; it's like 
   wanting to talk to daddy one more time about a problem. 
 D. Third, the grand old man: 
  1. As children, one way or another we develop the idea that since God has been around forever that 
   He must be very old. 
  2. The sad part is that not only is He viewed as very old but as being old-fashioned too.  This story 
   about children and radar shows that youngsters idea of God is quite inadequate for modern days. 
  3. God was probably great in His own day but could not possibly keep up with modern progress. 
 E. Fourth, Mr. Meek-and-Mild: 
  1. Meek, yes!, but certainly not mild.  God is not some milk-toast type deity that lets sleeping dogs 
   lie and wouldn't say "boo" to a goose.  God does not run away from trouble, "bury His head in the 
   sand," or refrain from passing judgments on people. 
  2. Jesus (the incarnate God, to see Him is to see God) was a man who did not hesitate to challenge 
   and expose the hypocrisy of the religious people of His day; a man who escaped numerous  
   murder attempts and became violent in the outer court of the temple. 
 F. Fifth, absolute perfection: 
  1. It can be so easily argued that since God is perfection, and since He asks complete loyalty of His 
   creatures, then the best way of serving and worshipping Him is to set up some absolute 100% 
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   standards and see to it that we obey them.  After all, did not X say, "Be perfect as your heavenly 
   Father is perfect?", 
  2. Harm is done both ways with the absolute perfection idea of God.  To the one trying to live up to 
   that system he can only become more guilt ridden and miserable as he fails to meet up to it, and 
   by those who teach such a system will alter personalities in those their trying to help conform. 
  3. God is absolute perfection, but the "Christian system" is one where man is to mature and grow 
   under the umbrella of grace. 
   a. Something to pursue (Phil. 3:13). 
   b. Grow into X (Eph. 4:15). 
   c. Become mature (Heb. 5:13-14). 
 G. Sixth, the heavenly escape hatch: 
  1. Critics have said that religion is a form of escapism.  It is a crutch that people use to get from  
   Sunday to Sunday.  This is a valid criticism because many people practice their Xianity just that 
   way. 
  2. But Xianity is not a "cure-all."  It is something men and women live their lives by in good times  
   and in bad.  When we look at the testimony of history we see that Xians endured troubles  
   because of their faith with no hint of escapism. 
 H. Seventh, God-in-a-box: 
  1. I do not want to be misunderstood so listen carefully! 
  2. God is not a Lutheran, a Presbyterian, Catholic or a church-of-Christer god. 
  3. To the outsider, the differing churches and denominations are nothing more than variations of  
   human taste and temperament being expressed in a religious sphere. 
  4. Let us be careful that we do not come across as the only ones having God, hence, having  
   God-in-a-box, thereby condemning everyone else.  This is exactly what the Pharisees wanted  
   Jesus to do; endorse them and condemn everyone else.  But Jesus never operated that way!  He 
   pointed men to the Father. 
 I. Eighth, the managing director: 
  1. This misconception is to think that the God who is responsible for the terrifying vastness of this 
   universe cannot possibly be interested in the lives of the minute specks of consciousness which 
   exist on this insignificant planet. 
  2. The correction of this view is that the great thing about our universe is not only the size, but also 
   of its smallness.  God is the god of galaxies but also of the molecule, the atom, the proton,  
   neutron and electron. 
 J. Ninth, the perennial grievance: 
  1. To far too many, the mental image of God is a kind of blur of disappointment.  They say   
   something to the effect that "God is the One I trusted, but He let me down."  These kind of people 
   want a world in which the good man is always rewarded and the evil man is always punished. 
  2. We must remember that God continues to work in our world today and that complete vindication 
   for both the good and the bad will come on the final day (Rom. 12:19-21). 
 K. Tenth, Mr. Doom and Gloom: 
  1. One of my professors said that he was not going to follow Jesus because His way was no fun.  In 
   the intro to the movie, Bull Durham, the lead actress said she had tried Xianity but there was too 
   much guilt.  To these kinds of individuals God is an entirely negative in their lives. 
  2. With such a view, only the strenuously loyal can maintain some kind of faithfulness.  Those who 
   have grown up on "hell fire and damnation" sermons usually fail to know how to worship God with 
   love and admiration. 
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  3. The "funny thing" about all of this is that the gospel is actually good news!  Mr. Doom and Gloom 
   would not sent His son to die, extend the forgiveness of sin by grace, and attempt to restore a  
   broken fellowship. 
 
II. A PROPER VIEW OF GOD. 
 A. First, the very nature of God should be discussed including the "classical" or "traditional" attributes: 
  1. God is  eternal. 
  2. God is  all powerful (omnipotent). 
  3. God is  all knowing (omniscience). 
  4. God is  all present (omnipresent). 
  5. God is  all good (omni-belevolent). 
 B. But we need to go further than these kinds of "facts" if we want to with their disposition about God. 
 C. Second, God is... One who communicates: 
  1. Spoken through His creation (Rom. 1:19,20), 
  2. Spoken through His divine revelation (2Tim. 3:16,17), 
  3. Spoken for our sakes through the prophets (1Pet. 1:10-12), 
  4. Spoken in very needful and specific ways (2Pet. 1:3). 
  5. spoken to us through Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:1,2). 
 D. Third, God is... One who redeems: 
  1. God's attitude toward man is to save him (2Pet. 3:9,15). 
  2. God has redeemed man at a great cost (1Pet. 1:18,19; 1Cor. 6:16). 
  3. God's redemption is in X (Col. 1:14) and demands a response (Ti. 2:11-14): 
   a. Deny all ungodliness and worldly desires, 
   b. Look forward to the second coming of JC. 
   c. Be zealous for good deeds. 
 E. Fourth, God is... One who preserves: 
  1. Just because the creation, age of miracles, and revelation have ceased does not mean that God 
   is not working today. 
  2. God works through natural law (Col. 1:17). 
  3. God works through providential means (Mt. 6:33; Eph. 3:20,21). 
  4. God works according to His timetable, not ours (Isa. 40:32). 
 F. Fifth, God is... One who judges: 
  1. There will be a judgment day (Ac. 17:31; 2Cor. 5:10). 
  2. All will be sentenced through Jesus Christ (Jn. 5:22; Mt. 25:31-33). 
  3. One should therefore: 
   a. Fear God and keep His commandments (Eccl. 12:13,14). 
   b. Walk in the light as Jesus is in the light (1Jn. 1:6,7). 
   c. Fight, finish, and keep as Paul had done (2Tim. 4:7,8). 
 
III. MAN'S VIEW OF SIN. 
 A. The nature of sin and its power can affect our inclination as to whether or not we practice it.  Satan's 
  big lie in the garden of Eden was that we can sin and get by with it (we will not have to suffer the  
  consequences of our sin). 
 B. The nature of sin: 
  1. Sin is missing the mark (Rom. 3:23). 
  2. Sin is transgression of God's law (1Jn. 3:4). 
  3. Sin is rebellion towards God (Rom. 1:28; Ezek. 20:21). 
  4. Sin is distrust, deception and treachery toward God (Num. 14:11). 
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  5. Sin is iniquity; a perversion, and distortion (Mt. 7:23; Lev. 18:22,23). 
  6. Sin is a state of unrest (Isa. 57:20-21; Jude v12-13). 
  7. Sin is toil and travail (Prov. 13:15; Psa. 38:4; Mt. 11:28). 
  8. Sin is ruin (Prov. 6:15). 
  9. Sin is vanity (Prov. 22:8, KJV). 
  10. Sin is abnormal and unnatural (Rom. 1:26,27). 
  11. Sin is deadly: 
   a. Sins of commission. 
   b. Sins of omission. 
   c. Secret sins. 
   d. Presumptuous sins. 
   e. Sins of ignorance. 
  12. Sin: 
   a. Separates man from God (Isa. 59:1,2). 
   b. Its wages are death (Rom. 6:23). 
   c. Only the blood of JC can remit it (Heb. 9:22; 1Jn. 1:7). 
 
CONCLUSIONS. 
 A. I have purposely stayed away from the subjects of predestination, original sin and free moral agency 
  so as to not overlap the other speakers and their topics. 
 B. I do believe, however, that man can change his life for the better by understanding the greatness and 
  goodness of God and the consequences of sin.  When these are put in their proper, Biblical   
  perspectives man's disposition and inclination will be affected in hopes that he/she will penitently serve 
  the Master. 
 
 
 


