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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 6:33; Romans 8:28; Ephesians 3:20. 
 B. The religious world views providence and miracles as one in the same, to the extent that: 
  1. Simple Biblical principles are misapplied. 
  2. The subject is largely avoided altogether. 
  3. We hear stories of absurd and a farfetched nature concerning the "special guidance of the Lord." 
 C. The Bible does not promise us a life of ease w/o problems or suffering.  We are promised, however, 
  that God will take care of us (Mt. 6:33; Eph. 3:20; Rom. 8:28). 
 D. This lesson deals with how God's providence takes care of His children. 
 
I. DOES GOD WORK IN THE LIVES OF PEOPLE TODAY?  (AND HOW?). 
 A. The answer to this question always has been and always will be--YES! 
 B. God's work comes under four main headings: 
  1. Natural law. 
   This is an effect produced without any special acts of God.  The laws of reproduction, nature and 
   science are in view here. 
  2. Miracles. 
   A miracle is a direct act of God contrary to natural laws.  Miracles were to confirm the word, not 
   provide daily needs. 
  3. His people. 
   God blesses and directs His people to carry out His will.  This would include the prophets, kings, 
   apostles and many others. 
  4. Providence. 
   Providence can be defined as an act of God in harmony with the laws of nature.  It is a utilization 
   of natural laws.  For example; the Bible was given by miracle but has been preserved by   
   providence (Prov. 30:5; Psa. 34:7; 37:25). 
 
II. THE BASIC REASON FOR PROVIDENCE. 
 A. First, for judgment or discipline. 
  In the two examples listed below, no miracle was involved.  However, there was a direct act of God. 
  He worked providentially:  
  1. Dagon's head, hands; and the people's hemorrhoids (1Sam. 5). 
  2. The locust plague destroys the land (Joel 2). 
 B. Second, as a blessing. 
  Two examples from the OT and one from the NT: 
  1. The story of Esther and Mordecai (Est. 1:1-10:3). 
  2. The story of Joseph (Gen. 37:1-43:34). 
  3. Paul's journey to Rome (Rom. 15:30-32; Ac. 23:11; Phil. 1:12). 
 
III. PRAYER IS THE "PROOF" OF GOD'S PROVIDENCE TODAY. 
 A. If there is no way in which God can work in the lives of men and women today, then what is the use of 
  prayer? 
 B. Prayer is "proof" of the providence of God.  God does not answer prayer by miracle, He answers them 
  by providence (Jn. 15:7; 1Pet. 3:12; 1Jn. 5:14,15). 
 C. In our weakness we may reason God is limited today because; 
  1. Miracles have ceased. 
  2. No inspired apostles left. 
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  3. All instruction has been given. 
 D. Because these things have ceased we cannot reason that God is less concerned or less active.  God 
  continues to exercise His care over His people: 
  1. The beginning of all things is God (Gen. 1:1). 
  2. God rewards those who seek earnestly Him (Heb. 11:6). 
  3. "I AM who I AM," God is not a God of the past (Exo. 3:14). 
  4. God acts in all time, real time "who was, is, and is to come" (Rev. 1:4). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. It is therefore, my conclusion that there is no limit as to what God can do in His providence   
  (Eph. 3:20,21; Rom. 8:28). 
 B. It is up to me to live a proper life and pray continually so that His providence will work in my life  
  (Mt. 6:33; 1Th. 5:17). 
 C. God's providence is something, however, that is easily seen when looking back, but is impossible to 
  foreknow.  Let us not mold God's will to fit our own way, but look ahead for the blessings and discipline 
  to come our way. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


