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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  John 20:26-31. 
 B. It is no secret that Jesus during His ministry healed many people.  He spent His time, teaching,  
  serving and healing (Lk. 4:18,19). 
 C. But what do these actions say to us today?  What did they say to the people of the first century?  Are 
  they really important? 
 D. According to Jesus, "blessed is the one who has not seen, but yet believes" (Jn. 20:29). 
 
I. JESUS AND THE FIRST CENTURY MIRACLES. 
 A. Let us try to grasp how the people of the first century would have viewed the miracles of Jesus and the 
  problem that posed for Him. 
 B. The Jews of Jesus day did not necessarily believe in a cosmic structure and order to the universe that 
  we commonly call nature.  Unexplainable things were thought of as the work of God, Satan, angels, 
  demons or other unknown forces in the universe. 
 C. Therefore, our word "miracle" carrying the implication of a "broken scientific law" may not fit at all with 
  the thinking of the people in Jesus day (Lk. 11:15-20; esp. v15,19; Mk. 6:4-6). 
 D. Jesus did not want to be just a wonder worker.  People saw great things and were amazed and  
  marveled, but did not always come to Jesus because He performed a miracle: 
  1. Healing a withered hand on the Sabbath (Lk. 6:6-11). 
  2. Demons into swine, and they wanted Him to leave (Mk. 5:1-20). 
 E. With this kind of attitude (Mk. 5:17), it then helps explain why Jesus on four separate occasions would 
  heal someone and then tell them not to tell anyone.  Jesus wanted to be known as the Son of God, not 
  a miracle worker (Mk. 1:40-44; 3:9-12; 5:32-43; 7:32-37). 
 F. Even with Jesus‘ relationship with the 70 that He sent out as recorded in Luke 10, He rebukes them for 
  not realizing the importance of being one of the faithful over the miracles (Lk. 10:17-20; esp. v20). 
 G. This brings us to the purpose of miracles.  The purpose was not necessarily to create faith, but to  
  confirm the faith (Mk. 16:17,18; Ac. 2:43). 
 
II. REAL AND FALSE MIRACLES. 
 A. In the writings about Jesus that circulated in the 2nd and 3rd centuries the "Gospel of Thomas" and 
  the "Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew" record some supposed childhood miracles of Jesus. 
 B. These cannot be true for several reasons: 
  1. It contradicts Bible teaching of Jn. 2 and the first miracle. 
  2. These miracles had no substance in confirming faith. 
  3. Are completely unlike anything Jesus ever did during His ministry. 
  4. And does not enhance the creditability of His life as God's Son. 
 C. Read section from "The Man from Nazareth" by Harry Emerson Fosdick, page 37. 
 
III. WHAT DO MIRACLES REALLY TELL US ABOUT JESUS? 
 A. I believe that when we look into the miracles of X, they can tell us much more than the fact that Jesus 
  was a wonder worker. 
 B. The healing acts of Jesus tell us three things: 
  1. They tell us about His identity: 
   a. They tell us about His authority to forgive sins (Mk. 2:1-10). 
   b. They tell us He is the promised One to come (Lk. 7:18-23). 
   c. They tell us He is the fulfillment of prophecy (Mt. 8:16,17). 
  2. They tell us about His compassion: 
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   a. Jesus heals the leper in a great act of compassion (Mk. 1:40-42). 
   b. Jesus heals various people (Mt. 14:14). 
  3. They point to the real issue of salvation: 
   a. That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (Jn. 20:30,31). 
   b. That Jesus is the answer not signs and miracles (Mk. 8:11,12; Mt. 12:38-40). 
   c. That Jesus came to preach the truth (Mk. 1:32-38; Lk. 19:10). 
 
IV. SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT MIRACLES. 
 A. What can we say about the healing acts of Jesus?  We can say: 
  1. They challenge us to come to faith about Jesus. 
  2. They show us His true identity and value system in people. 
  3. They tell us of His great compassion for mankind. 
  4. They tell us of the real issue--salvation. 
  5. They tell us that disease and death are not the last word in this life. 
 B. Some questions we can raise are: 
  1. Was everyone healed?  No, that wasn't promised, but the number doesn't seem important.  The 
   miracles were used not just to heal people but to do the things listed above. 
  2. Was death eliminated?  No, Jesus himself went through it.  The answer to death is not the  
   elimination of it, but in the resurrection. 
  3. Was there to be no hardship and suffering?  No, for even Jesus had to endure that to learn  
   obedience.  The miracles were not to just alleviate pain. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Let us conclude that the healing acts of Jesus are for us who have not seen Jesus in the flesh to  
  believe in Him and have everlasting life. 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


