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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Romans 14:19-23. 
 B. Every congregation of the Lord's church will have people in it that could be termed as "spiritually  
  weak" meaning that because they are so young in the faith, or due to a recent struggle, or lack of  
  spiritual growth on their part are not as strong in the faith as they should be. 
 C. In our lesson tonight I want to briefly look at some things found in Romans 14 that can help promote 
  better relationships in the body of X. 
 
I. FAITH, OPINION AND DIFFERENCES. 
 A. Thomas Campbell has said, "In doctrine unity, in opinion liberty, and in all things love." 
 B. There is a difference between items of doctrine (that which applies to our salvation) and those which 
  do not.  Example: the moon made of green cheese as opposed to baptism for salvation. 
 C. Paul's discussion in Romans 14 deals with some items of opinion (Rom. 14:1). 
 D. The two specific issues are eating meats sacrificed to idols, and the observance of special days. 
 E. The only time it is possible for two people to disagree on something and still dwell in unity, is when it is 
  in the realm of opinion. 
 F. When it comes to doctrine one of three things are possible when brethren disagree: 
  1. Either I am right and you are wrong. 
  2. Or, I am wrong and you are right. 
  3. Or, both of us are wrong. 
 G. When one determines by his conscience that something or a particular activity is wrong he may or  
  may not be correct in his judgment.  It entirely depends on his conscience and his level of spiritual  
  maturity (Heb. 5:14). 
 
II. CONSCIENCE, THE DECISION-MAKER. 
 A. Mankind has a conscience that is for the most part shaped by the environment he is around.  Culture, 
  education and age have a great deal to do with how we set our standards of right and wrong. 
 B. It is the conscience that is shaped to determine right and wrong (Rom. 2:15). 
 C. The Bible mentions different kinds of consciences: 
  1. Bad consciences: 
   a. A weak conscience (1Cor. 8:7). 
   b. A seared conscience (1Tim. 4:2). 
   c. A dead conscience (Heb. 9:14). 
  2. Good consciences: 
   a. A clear conscience (1Tim. 3:9). 
   b. A good conscience (1Pet. 3:16,21). 
   c. A blameless conscience (Ac. 24:16). 
 D. So problem sometimes arises that due to lack of spiritual growth, differences in education, cultural  
  problems and other factors that some brethren may object to certain things because their conscience 
  tells them that activity is wrong. 
 E. "Let your conscience be your guide" is not good advice, because for this to be true it must be shaped 
  by the word of God to make the right decisions as to good and bad, right and wrong. 
 
III. HANDLING THE WEAKER BROTHER. 
 A. Paul concludes his discussion of "chapter 14" with some helpful advice concerning what the stronger 
  should do with the weaker. 
 B. The overall goal should be to treat and educate the weaker one so that the problem will solve itself. 
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 C. Paul suggests four things that we can do to mend our differences; 
  1. Pursue the building up of one another (Rom. 14:19). 
  2. Pursue the making of peace (Rom. 14:19). 
  3. Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of opinions (Rom. 14:20). 
  4. Do not partake if it causes your brother to stumble (fall away), (Rom. 14:21). 
 D. The stronger may give in to the weaker, but they pursue the education and changing of conscience of 
  the weaker so that the activity can be agreed upon as not sinful. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The Bible speaks to matters of doctrine and in this we must have unity. 
 B. We are brothers and sisters in X, and must respect the opinions of others. 
 C. The stronger brethren must help the weaker brethren in all things. 
 D. In this context the weaker brother is one who might fall away, just not a complainer. 
 E. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


