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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  James 3:2-10. 
 B. The story is told of a man who wanted to dump a wheelbarrow full of garbage on another's flower bed. 
  Yet, the owner of the flower bed by his words was dumping garbage on young men's souls. 
 C. Tonight I want to spend some time dealing with how we talk, our choice of words and what God  
  requires of our words. See Jas. 1:26. 
 D. Barber shop sign read, " If your mother wouldn't listen to it, then neither will we." 
 
I. GOD'S CONCERN. 
 A. God has always been concerned about our speech.  May we examine the following scriptures: 
  1. Two of the Ten Commandments refer to sins of the tongue (Ex. 20:7,16). 
  2. Of the seven things God hates, three are sins of the tongue (Prov. 6:16-19). 
  3. Jesus has warned us about careless words (Mt. 12:36). 
  4. James says that we are to be slow to speak (Jas.1:9). 
 B. The Bible has much to say about what we say!  Look at the following; Prov. 10:19; 17:27; Eccl. 5:3; 
  Jas. 3:2. 
 C. Our words reveal the level of our spirituality.  Speech exposes the condition of the heart: 
  1. Swearing discloses a profane heart. 
  2. Dirty stories reveal an impure heart. 
  3. Murmurings came from a thankless heart. 
  4. Criticism exposes a jealous heart. 
 
II. SINS OF THE TONGUE. 
 A. Swearing: 
  1. God warned Israel not to swear (Exo. 20:7 and Lev. 24:14,16). 
  2. Profanity is not a mark of toughness, it is an indication of great weakness.  When reviled, Jesus 
   did not revile in return (1Pet. 2:23). 
 B. Gossip: 
  1. God has said that gossip is a sin (Lev. 19:16; Rom. 1:29). 
  2. Ask yourself when you are about to tell something; 
   a. Is it true? 
   b. Is it kind? 
   c. Is it needful? 
 C. Criticism: 
  1. When a paper is raised up with a small dot an it everyone sees the dot, not the vast majority of 
   the blank, white paper. 
  2. We tend to speak of faults and not qualities of others. 
  3. Story of lady with a dirty window. 
 D. Contentious words: 
  1. One powerful verse about words and confrontation is found in Prov. 16:32. 
  2. Remember, "A soft answer turns away wrath" (Prov. 15:1). 
 E. Lying: 
  1. Just because you don't get caught doesn't mean it is OK to lie. 
  2. Only the liars have to worry about what they say.  Those who tell the truth will always be the  
   same. 
  3. See Rev. 21:8,27. 
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CONCLUSION. 
 A. Let's close this lesson on a positive note.  Our words are powerful.  May we speak the truth in love  
  (Prov. 10:21; 16:24; 25:11). 
 B. May our prayers be that of Psa. 141:3 and 19:14 which together say, "Set a guard over my mouth, O 
  Lord, keep watch over the door of my lips... Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
  be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer." 
 
INVITATION. 
 A. May we resolve to repent of our sins concerning the tongue, and confess the sweet name of Jesus in 
  obedience to Him. 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


