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INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS. 
 Some theologians and philosophers claim that the working of miracles is inconsistent with God's nature and 
purpose.  Since He is the Alpha and Omega and the Unchanging One, why would He "interfere" with the 
working of the natural order? 
 The answer to this objection is that God is not an impersonal force but a living and personal being.  His 
changelessness will not negate His ability to dramatically reveal Himself as on who is living, personal and be 
actively involved in the redemption of His people. 
 Some of the words used in the Bible to speak of miracles: 
 
 First, they are distinctive and wonderful: 
  Hebrew niplaoi (Exo. 15:11; Jo. 3:5). 
  Aramaic temah (Dan. 4:2,3; 6:27). 
  Greek teras (Ac. 4:30; Rom. 15:19). 
 Second, they are mighty and powerful: 
  Hebrew gebura (Psa. 106:2; 145:4). 
  Greek dynamis (Mt. 11:20; 1Cor. 12:10; Gal. 3:5). 
 Third, they are meaningful and significant: 
  Hebrew ot (Num. 14:11; Neh. 9:10). 
  Aramaic at (Dan. 4:2,3; 6:27). 
  Greek semeion (Jn. 2:11; 3:2; Ac. 8:6). 
 
 A noteworthy point is that the Greek teras (portent) is always used in conjunction with semeian to stress 
that only significant portents are meant.  The true portent is distinguished from the false one by the fact that true 
wonders, signs and miracles are congruent with the rest of the revelation. 
 Israel is told in Deut. 13:2,3 to reject the "miracle worker" who denies the Lord. 
 
JESUS HAS POWER AND AUTHORITY IN HIS MIRACLES. 
 The authority of Jesus to do such wonders was in Himself.  While the OT prophets, the twelve and the 
seventy cast our demons and did miracles in the name of God, or Christ or after prayer, Jesus’ works were 
clearly marked as He exhibited an inherent authority.  An example of this would be found in Mk. 2:1-10 where 
Jesus healed the paralytic to show His authority on earth to forgive sins. 
 Some have argued that the miracles of Jesus are those which could be done by modern psychology or 
psychosomatic medicine.  But this is woefully inaccurate due to be unable to account for the so-called nature 
miracles.  For example, the changing of water into wine at the wedding feast, the calming of the storm, the 
instantaneous cures of organic disease and malformations, and the raising of the dead make the counter-claim 
of no effect. 
 
THE MIND SET OF THE 1st CENTURY. 
 The Jews of Jesus day did not necessarily believe in a cosmic structure and order to the universe that we 
commonly call nature.  Whatever happened in the world, was conceived as happening by the choice of God, 
Satan, angels, demons or even man.  The minds of men were open to the fact of any unusual event to be taken 
as a miracle and for the marvelousness of it to grow with the retelling. 
 Therefore, our word "miracle" carrying the implication of "a broken law" may not fit at all with the thinking of 
the people in Jesus’ day.  An example of this may be found in Lk. 11:15-20 (esp. v15,19) where Jesus‘ foes do 
not attribute His miracles to anything divine at all, but to Satan. 
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NOT JUST A WONDER WORKER. 
 Jesus did not want to be known as just a miracle worker.  Miracles by themselves did little or no good in 
accomplishing Jesus purpose of preaching the message of salvation.  The people "saw great things," "were 
amazed" and all men "marveled" but did not always come to Jesus in faith because of the miracles He did (Lk. 
6:6-11; Mk. 5:1-20; esp. v15b-17). 
 The Pharisees were quick to dismiss the great works of Jesus as coming from Satan, not because the 
miracles did any harm to those affected (quite the opposite was true), but because the miracles they refused to 
believe in Jesus as the Son of God. 
 This would help explain why Jesus (as recorded four times in the book of Mark) instructs that no one tell of 
the miracles performed (Mk. 1:40-44; 3:9-12; 5:35-43; 7:32-37).  Jesus did not want to be known as a wonder 
worker (among other fake wonder workers, see Mt. 24:24), but as the promised Messiah, the Son of God.  
Hence, the importance of the question in Mt. 16:13. 
 The miracles of Jesus also shows an overwhelming onslaught on the powers of evil in the physical as well 
as spiritual manifestations.  Healings and exorcisms were an accepted part of 1st century Judaism, but Jesus‘ 
power stands above and beyond any contemporary of His day. 
 Notice the great parallel that can be drawn from Mt. 11:4,5.  The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
deaf hear, while at the same time the gospel is preached to the poor in which spiritual sight, hearing and power 
to walk in God's way are given to the needy. 
 
FAITH AND HERACLES. 
Faith on the part of the people is not a prerequisite to Jesus working a miracle, for Jesus could do such at any 
time.  The point of Mk. 6:5,6 (which is sometimes used to support the view that faith is required for miracles to 
take place) is that without faith on the part of the people the miracles served little purpose and could be greatly 
misinterpreted.  Nazareth did not accept Jesus‘ message or person and as He marveled at their unbelief.   He 
did just a few miracles in healing the sick. 
 Without the preaching of the good news of Jesus being the promised Messiah and that He was the Son of 
God, the miracles were of little effect in accomplishing Jesus' mission.  Jesus saw that the wonder working was 
convincing in the right way to those who had faith in Him.  Unfortunately men were witnessing the power of 
Jesus in miracles while at the same time rejecting His major message of obedience to God for salvation.  Some 
examples (Mt. 11:20-24; Jn. 6:14,15; 6:66-69; Mt. 13:58). 
 May we also look at the rebuke given by Jesus to the "sign-seeking generation" as recorded in Mt. 12:38-
42.  The people of Nineveh saw no miracle only hearing the preaching of Jonah and repented while the Queen 
of Sheba also saw no miracle but heard the wisdom of Solomon and "believed."  Jesus wanted people to know 
the message and spoke of Moses and the prophets (Lk. 16:31) as better than the miracle of one being 
resurrected from the dead. 
 There is also another meaning to that passage found in Lk. 16:31 and that is if the people would believe the 
message of Moses and the prophets concerning Jesus, then they would have no trouble believing in Him and 
obeying Him once they witnessed His resurrection from the dead.  This miracle would confirm the words already 
preached. 
 
JESUS RELATIONSHIP TO THE SEVENTY AND THE APOSTLES. 
The seventy were amazed at Jesus being able to empower them to do miracles.  They returned to Him and 
spoke of how even the demons were subject to them in His name.  But listen to Jesus rebuke them slightly and 
then put things in proper priority (Lk. 10:17-20; esp. v20).  You may want to cross reference this thought with Mt. 
7:21-23 and the importance of obedience to Jesus. 
 Jesus baptized the apostles in the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2.  As Jesus’ 
special ambassadors the apostles could work miracles but did so in the same way that Jesus did--to confirm the 
word (Mk. 16:17-18; Ac. 2:43). 
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THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE APOCRYPHAL MIRACLES. 
 The second and third century writings called the apocrypha list supposed miracles done by Jesus as a boy.  
To believe such miracles would be error due to the NT account that His first miracle was at a wedding feast in 
Cana of Galilee (Jn. 2:1-11).  The following quote is taken from "The Man From Nazareth" by Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, page 37: 
 
The contrast between Jesus’ reluctance to be known as a miracle worker and the ancient world's attitude comes 
out startingly in the apocryphal lives of Christ, written in the second and third centuries.  They undoubtedly 
intended to exalt and glorify Jesus, but how did they do it?  When the Holy Family flees to Egypt dragons assail 
them, but when Jesus descends from his mother's bosom and stands before them they adore him.  Lions and 
panthers reverently show Mary and Joseph the way, and palm trees bend their branches to furnish fruit.  Jesus 
himself in early boyhood becomes a magician.  He makes a dried fish live.  He molds sparrows from clay, claps 
his hands, and they fly away. He slays with a word a boy who accidently bumps into him, and, when the boy's 
parents complain, he strikes them blind.  When one of Jesus‘ playmates falls from a rook and is killed, and 
Jesus brings to boy to life again just long enough to report that it was an accident.  Repeatedly he revives the 
dead.  When six years old he breaks his water pitcher at the well, but carries the water home nonetheless in the 
folds of his cloak.  He makes clay animals walk, colors all cloths the hues the dyer wishes by dipping them into 
one tub of indigo, changes boys to kinds and then back to boys again, lengthens and shortens timbers by 
touching them to make Joseph's work easier, make a serpent suck back the poison from a boy whom it has 
bitten so that the boy lives and the serpent dies, and even divides the river Jordon so that he can walk across it. 
(Taken from The Apocryphal New Testament by M.R. James; especially The Gospel of Thomas and The Gospel 
of Pseudo-Matthew). 
 
 Some of the miracles in our canonical Gospels tax modern credence but, in comparison with the wild 
extravagance of these later apocryphal Gospels, their sobriety stands out. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 John 20:30,31 is a fitting climax to what has been previously stated.  When Jesus of Nazareth is 
investigated as the Son of God, the miracles that He did will help produce that faith, which when acted upon in 
obedience will give the hope of eternal life. 
 
THE MIRACLES OF JESUS CHRIST 
Water changed to wine     John 2:9 
Nobleman's son      John 4:46 
Demoniac in the synagogue    Mark 1:26; Luke 4:35 
Peter's mother-in-law healed    Matthew 8:14; Mark 1:31; Luke 4:38 
Cleansing the leper      Matthew 8:3; Mark 1:41; Luke 5:13 
Paralytic        Matthew 9:2; Mark 2:3; Luke 5:18 
Impotent man healed     John 5:5 
Withered hand       Matthew 12:10; Mark 3:1; Luke 6:6 
Centurion's servant      Matthew 8:5; Luke 7:2 
Raising the widow's son     Luke 7:11 
Demoniac       Matthew 12:22; Luke 11:14 
Tempest stilled      Matthew 8:26; Mark 4:39; Luke 8:24 
Demoniacs of Gadara     Matthew 8:28; Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26 
Raising of Jarius' daughter    Matthew 9:18; Mark 5:42; Luke 8:41 
Issue of blood       Matthew 9:20; Mark 5:25; Luke 8:43 
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Blind men       Matthew 9:27 
Demoniac       Matthew 9:32 
Feeding the 5,000      Matthew 14:15; Mark 6:41; Luke 9:12; John 6:5 
Walking on the sea      Matthew 14:25; Mark 6:49; John 6:19 
Daughter of the Syrophenician   Matthew 15:22; Mark 7:25 
Feeding the 4,000      Matthew 15:32; Mark 8:8 
Deaf and dumb healed     Mark 7:33 
Blind man       Mark 8:23 
Lunatic child       Matthew 17:14; Mark 9:26; Luke 9:37 
Tribute money       Matthew 17:24 
Ten lepers       Luke 17:12 
Blind man       John 9:1 
Lazarus raised       John 11 
Heals woman with spirit of infirmity   Luke 13:11 
Man with dropsy      Luke 14:2 
Blind men       Matthew 20:30; Mark 10:46 
Cursing the fig-tree      Matthew 21:19 
Malchus healed      Luke 22:51 
Second draught of fishes    John 21:6 
His resurrection      Luke 24:6; John 10:18 
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