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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  1John 1:5-10. 
 B. Of the many analogies found in the NT about the Xian life, the one used both in OT and NT is that of a 
  walk. 
 C. As we walk through life may we do so being able to take the steps of faith that are easy as well as  
  those that are hard. 
 
I. WE NEED TO LEARN TO WALK. 
 A. As an infant we first had to learn to roll over, then crawl and finally stand and walk.  What freedom  
  there is in walking! 
 B. Young Xians begin their spiritual life not in a crawl or standing alone, but walking.  This can be difficult 
  without practice just as it is for a youngster first learning to walk. 
 C. Xians are not to walk in manner like that of the world (1Cor. 3:3). 
 D. But Xians are to walk in like manner of Jesus Christ (1Jn. 2:6; 1Pet. 2:21). 
 E. After baptism our life (our walk) is different.  It is in newness of life with the continual forgiveness of  
  sins (Rom. 6:4; 1Jn. 1:6,7). 
 
II. RUNNING IS WALKING TOO! 
 A. God gives the power and strength to run when needed.  With God we can run the Christian race and 
  not grow tired (Isa. 40:31). 
 B. It is possible to run well, to run with endurance.  To meet the challenges of everyday life (Gal. 1:7;  
  Heb. 12:1). 
 C. But the key to running, in this context, is that we must run with endurance to be able to finish.    
  Sprinting does a lot for a while but will not last.  Sprinting is dangerous to physical health and spiritual 
  sprinting is dangerous to spiritual health. 
 D. We are to walk (or run) in such a way as to finish! 
 
III. SOME STEPS ARE EASY, SOME ARE VERY DIFFICULT. 
 A. Jokingly, some have said they will get out and walk (run) if the path is smooth and all downhill!  This is 
  the way some have looked at the Christian walk.  If the path gets rough and uphill they quit walking. 
 B. Some steps of faith are easy, others quite difficult.  One step of faith for one individual is easy, but the 
  same step for another is very hard. 
 C. The admonition today is:  Take that step! 
 D. Take that step: 
  1. And say no to sin, repenting of it. 
  2. Of being baptized into the body of Christ. 
  3. And extend forgiveness to those who have wronged you. 
  4. And mourn with those who mourn. 
  5. Say "I love you" to a brother or sister and encourage them. 
  6. To trust God for future blessings (and not our own strengths). 
  7. Swallow your pride, putting away all envy, jealously, and selfishness. 
  8. Be humble, gentle, kind, and patient with others. 
  9. Do whatever you need to do to have a closer walk with God. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Ephesians 5:8 says we are to walk as children of light. 
 B. Galatians 5:16 says we are to walk in the Spirit. 
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 C. We must be willing to walk, walk with God. 
 D. The church doesn't need Christians sitting in the premises, standing in the way or walking after the  
  flesh. 
 E. The church needs people willing to walk in faith.  Take that step! 
 F. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


