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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 13:14-15. 
 B. There has been a tremendous amount of change in this country since 1900.  A man could have  
  watched the Wright brothers at Kitty Hawk in 1903 and also seen man land on the moon on his TV in 
  1969. 
 C. Bonnie's grandmother watched the space shuttles and can remember riding in covered wagons.  She 
  lived to be 96 and saw a great deal of change. 
 D. One reason for some of this change is that people in the U.S. do not have a past.  They left Europe 
  and other parts of the world to forget their past and start a new life.  Having a past to hold on to limits 
  the amount of change one experiences. 
 E. Tonight we want to look at the extremes of change and how a Xian is to change as he gets older  
  physically and spiritually. 
 
I. SOME CHANGE CANNOT BE IGNORED. 
 A. We cannot stop the changing that is taking place in our bodies as we grow older.  Remember the  
  commercial where the lady says she will not grow old gracefully, she intends to fight it every step of 
  the way.  She is fighting a losing battle. 
 B. Material possessions do not last forever and go through change.  New things become old things and 
  will be discarded.  We must be ready for our possessions to change; they will not last. 
 C. The weather is another thing which will change and we are but powerless to stop it or alter it.  We can 
  predict it to a general degree, but must be ready for things to change. 
 
II. SOME PEOPLE CHANGE TOO MUCH. 
 A. Some people change all the time and so often it's hard to tell what they are going to do next. 
 B. Some areas of fast change are: 
  1. Fashion.  A clothes horse changes twice or more a day.  Modern fashion is much different than 
   everyday fashion. 
  2. Music.  Popularity of a song is usually very short lived.  Today's new sound is tomorrows old stuff. 
  3. Slang.  No one talks about hippies or being square anymore, it's all about couch potatoes and  
   geeks and being on the cutting edge. 
  4. Computers.  Unfortunately my degree in computers is all but worthless, they have changed so 
   fast I can't keep up anymore. 
  5. Religion.  Many have gone from dry, unemotional worship to the over-zealous exciting frenzy  
   which characterizes some churches. 
 C. In all these areas people change and change very quickly.  It is hard to know one day to the next what 
  will happen. 
 
III. SOME PEOPLE REFUSE TO CHANGE AT ALL. 
 A. Being "set in your ways" can be a very bad thing. 
 B. The very same areas as listed above are the areas that some people don't change: 
  1. Fashion, (I must be careful here), wide ties, length and style of dresses all change and yet some 
   continue to wear the same clothes they did 10 to 15 years ago if they haven't worn out. 
  2. Music.  Some can't understand rock and roll, yet it is a music form meant to be played loud (w/o 
   all the sinful things with it). 
  3. Computers.  Some people refuse to trust a computer.  Cars are made by and full of computers.  
   We live in a technological world. 
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  4. Religion.  We can be so far behind in education and methods, w/ no films, movies, etc., only  
   chalkboard etc., it is no wonder young people aren't interested in Bible study. 
 C. Society leaves these people behind.  They do not fit in and society leaves them out.  Refusing to  
  change is a sad thing. 
 
IV. WHAT IS NEEDED IS A MONITOR FOR CHANGE. 
 A. Change is good, but it must be done in moderation and in respect for the truth. 
 B. Jesus changed many things from the old Law when He fulfilled it and gave us a new one.  He kept  
  only two things to tie us to the past; baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
 C. We must change in respect to the truth in order for change to be any good to us. 
 D. Here are some scriptures that have to do with change: 
  1. We must change to be acceptable (Mt. 18:3). 
  2. A closed mind means spiritual death (Mt. 13:14-15). 
  3. Repentance means change (Lk. 13:3,5). 
  4. Changing of doctrinal positions is also necessary (Ac. 18:24-28). 
 E. We need to learn to change our way of thinking, lifestyle, and attitudes to keep up with a changing  
  world and to spiritually improve as we go along. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. What we have said: 
  1. Some things will change and we have no power over them. 
  2. Some people change too much and don't know where they are going. 
  3. Some people don't change at all and society leaves them behind. 
  4. We need to learn to change in respect of the truth as to remain fresh and up date with what is  
   going on around us. 
 B. Change is part of the Xian life.  We are to continue to grow and mature and this means change. 
 C. Change is also part of becoming a Xian. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


