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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 18:1-11. 
 B. Psalm 127 express the thoughts of parents and of God about children. 
 C. Unfortunately we often complain out the things that are blessings: 
  1. Kids, we may complain but we really love you deeply. 
  2. Parents are blessed to have children. 
  3. Kids, there's nothing greater than childhood. 
 D. Lindsey Nelson is a football sportscaster and he has a retarded child.  However he looks at that child 
  as a special gift, one that made his life richer and fuller. 
 
I. GOD HAS WORKED HIS WILL IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN. 
 A. Sometimes, under the OT dispensation God has worked though children.  This is not strange because 
  God works through people and children are part of this wonderful gift of life. 
 B. Note the following examples: 
  1. Isaac (Gen. 21). 
   Sarah had been barren, and God had promised a descendant from whom JC would come. 
  2. Jacob and Esau (Gen. 25). 
   Rebekah was barren also, God gave them in response to prayer and had a special role for Jacob 
   (Israel). 
  3. Moses (Ex. 2). 
   God blessed him when he was a baby and worked through him to deliver Israel from Egypt. 
  4. Samson (Jud. 13). 
   Samson was also born to a previously barren woman and was a promised child.  In the final act 
   of his life did the greatest service for God. 
  5. Samuel (1Sam. 1,2). 
   Hannah was barren and the Lord promised her a child.  We know that Samuel was trained at the 
   feet of Eli and did a great work for God. 
  6. David (1Sam. 16). 
   David was chosen to be kind while just a boy. 
  7. Josiah (2Kgs. 22). 
   He became king when he was only 8 years old.  Later at age 26 made great reforms in the  
   temple bring true religion back to the people. 
  8. John (Lk. 1). 
   John the baptizer played an important role in the preparation of the hearts of the people for JC. 
  9. Jesus (Lk. 2). 
   JC was born in Bethlehem and was the most special child ever born.  Much is known about the 
   birth of this child. 
 C. In all of these cases God used and blessed children that His people and will could be known and  
  blessed. 
 D. God brought blessing to people through children. 
 
II. GOD WORKS TODAY WHEN BECOME LIKE CHILDREN. 
 A. Before Christ, God brought blessings through children.  Under the new covenant people are blessed 
  by God if they become like children. 
 B. Children are a model of greatness in the kingdom (Mt. 18:1-5; 19:13-15). 
 C. This means that being like a child is knowing your helplessness, dependence and lowly position in  
  relationship to others (esp. God). 
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 D. This does not mean dreamy-eyed kid-worshipping!  What it does mean is that children are to be taught 
  and know of their dependence: 
  1. Children need to be taught (Prov. 1:8,9; 22:15). 
  2. A child's heart is very simple in attitude but needs instruction (see 1Cor. 14:20). 
  3. The results of teaching children are great (Ac. 16:1ff; 2Tim. 1:5; 3:15; Phil. 2:20-22; Eph. 6:4). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Children are very important to God.  He has worked through them many times. 
 B. Jesus used children to show the right attitude that all of us should have in the kingdom. 
 C. God has given parents instructions on how to teach and treat children, because God loves children 
  and wants the best for them. 
 D. God has given instructions to children themselves and told them what not to do as well    
  (Eph. 6:1; Rom. 1:30). 
 E. One of the NT's most beautiful descriptions of the relationship between God and Xians is that of the 
  child and father. 
 F. Become a child of God this night. 
 G. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


