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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  John 10:7-10. 
 B. Jesus has told us that He came to show us how to live (Jn. 10:10). 
 C. Some people don't live, they just exist.  They never really know how to live life.  They just exist in a  
  world they don't understand. 
 D. In the midst of pain, poverty and pity we can enjoy life.  We need to develop our skills for really living. 
 
I. FIRST SKILL:  KNOW THAT GOD IS FAITHFUL. 
 A. In the OT, God wanted His people to know that He loved them and cared for them.  In the 23rd Psalm, 
  David writes of God's great care (Psa. 23:1-6). 
 B. Jesus, likewise, spoke of how God wishes to meet our needs and wants to give us good things.  God 
  is not an impersonal force that cannot be touched with the feelings of our needs (Mt. 7:7-11). 
 C. If there is any verse in the NT that speaks of God's faithfulness in helping His children it is found in  
  respect to our overcoming and saying no to temptation (1Cor. 10:13). 
 D. The three parables of grace and forgiveness found in Luke 15 (lost sheep, lost coin, and lost son) are 
  more good examples of the faithfulness, grace and forgiveness of God (Lk. 15:1-32). 
 
II SECOND SKILL:  TO KNOW THAT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP IS BEST. 
 A. We need the church--the relationships of loving brothers and sisters in X.  And these relationships  
  should be the most important relationships we have. 
 B. Xians base their life and dealings with others on the beatitudes found in Matthew 5.  Jesus tells us of 
  skills for really living as humans as well as children of God. 
 C. Some warnings are also given us in the Scriptures for the types of relationships to stay away from  
  (1Cor. 15:33; 2Cor. 6:14-17). 
 D. As difficult as it might be to give up a sinful way of life and some of the physical blessings that come 
  with it, we are promised much by following Jesus (Mk. 10:29-30). 
 
III. THIRD SKILL:  LEARNING TO DEAL WITH PAIN. 
 A. Just because we have the forgiveness of God and enjoy fellowship with Him as His child does not  
  make us immune to pain and sufferings.  In developing our skills for really living we need to learn how 
  to deal with pain and disappointment. 
 B. The book of Revelation clearly teaches that there is perseverance in being a Xian (Rev. 1:9; 14:12; 
  also 14:11,13). 
 C. Pain can be very productive when handled correctly.  Pain can teach and mature a person on what to 
  do and what not to do (Rom. 5:3-5). 
 D. Love itself can bring some pain into one's life.  Yet living without love is the worst of all living skills.  
  C. S. Lewis has said in his book "The Four Loves:" 
   "To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and  
   possibly broken.  If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no  
   one, not even to an animal.  Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all  
   entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness.  But in that casket--safe, 
   dark, motionless, airless--it will change.  It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable,   
   impenetrable, irredeemable...  The only place outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe 
   from all the dangers of love is Hell." 
 E. This is why it is a true saying that love never fails. It can bear all things, believe all things and hope all 
  things (1Cor. 13:7,8a). 
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CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. We have looked at some skills for really living.  They are: 
  1. Knowing that God is faithful. 
  2. Knowing that Xian fellowship is the best. 
  3. Knowing how to live with pain. 
 B. God has created radically different from what the world has to offer. 
 C. Really living means having a life with purpose and meaning, a life that is characterized by fullness,  
  completeness and happiness. 
 D. Really living means not being devoid of heartache but having the knowledge and ability to grow by it 
  and be better because of it. 
 E. Jesus promises this life and life eternal if you will come to Him. 
 F. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


