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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture texts:  Luke 2:1-10; Matthew 11:28-30. 
 B. This lesson given at the Homecoming celebration at the Highway Church of Christ in Sullivan, IL. 
 C. Why people criticize and try to disprove the Bible is "beyond me."  The reason I can't believe it, is  
  because the Bible gives us a message of good news. 
 D. From Genesis through Revelation is a truthful message about man's sinfulness but also God's great 
  love and plan of salvation. 
 
I. SOME "GOOD NEWS" ITEMS FROM THE BIBLE. 
 A. The creation of God is good.  The earth itself, the plants, animals and other humans are all created 
  and pronounced by God to be good (Gen. 1:1-31). 
 B. We need not speculate about a better life, in a different form on another planet.  What God has given 
  is of Him, and it is good. 
 C. God has given us law by which we can live and move with comfort, purpose and order in life.  There 
  was the Law of Moses and now the Law of X (Deut. 10:12-13; Jn. 1:17; 8:31). 
 D. But if one talks about good news in the Bible, one passage which I think stands above the rest is  
  found in Luke, chapter 2. 
 E. This passage about the birth of the X child, and is good news of a great joy for all the people   
  (Lk. 2:1-10). 
 
II. "DO NOT BE AFRAID, BECAUSE I BRING GOOD NEWS." 
 A. The angels said that the shepherds were not to be afraid because he was bringing good news. 
 B. Why are we afraid?  Let me discuss three possible answers to that question. 
 C. First, we are afraid because of the unknown (the future): 
  1. A young man and young women contemplate the commitment and responsibility in marriage. 
  2. A young father and mother contemplate the responsibility of raising their children. 
  3. A widow and widower contemplate the future about how to live w/o their mate. 
  ALL OF THESE PEOPHE NEED GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE FUTURE. 
 D. Second, we are afraid because of the sin in our lives: 
  1. Adam and Eve hid from God because of sin.  The disobedient in Revelation wanted the   
   mountains and rocks to fall on them instead of meeting God, unprepared, in judgment. 
  2. The 1-talent servant was afraid of the master and hid his talent in the ground.  Fear should never 
   paralyze us, but motivate us. 
  3. Some have said, "I'm just to sinful for God to love me and forgive me," and they fear they can  
   never come back to God. 
  ALL OF THESE PEOPLE NEED GOOD NEWS ABOUT THEIR SIN. 
 E. Third, we are afraid because of death: 
  1. Jesus took fleshly form and died so that we might not hold death in fear and be a slave to it  
   (Heb. 2:14-15). 
  2. Those in the boat w/Jesus feared they were to perish, before they called on Jesus. 
  3. Those who have lived three score and 10 or four score years are asking themselves if the  
   promises made about death and beyond are really true. 
  ALL OF THESE PEOPLE NEED GOOD NEWS ABOUT DEATH. 
 
III. JESUS HAS GIVEN US GOOD NEWS. 
 A. The angel announced good news from God about Jesus Christ. 
 B. Jesus has given: 
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  1. The young people and young couples good news about the future. 
  2. The widows and widowers good news about the future. 
  3. The sinful and disobedient good news about their condition. 
  4. The old and young alike good news about death and beyond. 
 C. His good news goes like this:  Come unto me all who are weak and heavy laden, and I will give you 
  rest..." (Mt. 11:28-30). 
 D. No wonder Paul said he was not ashamed of the gospel, it is good news! 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. The church of Christ is in the good news business. 
 B. The message of the church will only apply to those who need help with future responsibilities, sin, and 
  death. 
 C. How beautiful are the feet that bring good news. 
 D. In world filled with sin, sickness, depression and despair Jesus Christ has good news, "Come all ye 
  that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  That... is good news. 
 
 
 


