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DEFINING FELLOWSHIP IN BIBLICAL TERMS            Effingham,IL 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. This lesson was presented at the Lectureship 1986 in Effingham. 
 B. I cannot cover this topic in the time assigned to me. 
 C. I am also not a Gk. scholar and so my presentation will not follow those lines. 
 D. But I do want to look at four different ways the Bible speaks of fellowship and make some applications 
  for our understanding: 
  1. Fellowship is a relationship with Christ. 
  2. Fellowship is a relationship with others in the church. 
  3. Fellowship is a relationship in the life of worship. 
  4. Fellowship is a relationship in the public assembly of worship. 
 
FELLOWSHIP CAN BE DEFINED AS HAVING... 
I. ...A RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST. 
 A. For the apostle Paul, koinonia meant a relationship with X not an earthly society grounded in human 
  nature: 
  1. Fellowship of His Son (1Cor. 1:9). 
  2. Fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2Cor. 13 :15). 
  3. Fellowship of the gospel (Phil. 1:5). 
  4. Fellowship of faith (Phile. v6). 
 B. The right hand of fellowship meant a recognition of being in X (Gal. 2:9). 
 C. Our relationship with God and X is based in X's body and blood (1Cor. 10:16 ,20). 
 D. Our relationship is built on the forgiveness of sins: 
  1. We live with X (Rom. 6:8). 
  2. We suffer with Him (Rom. 8:17). 
  3. We are crucified with Him (Rom. 6:6). 
  4. We are raised with Him (Col. 2:12). 
  5. We are glorified with Him (Rom. 8:17). 
  6. We reign with X (2Tim. 2:12). 
 E. The apostle John speaks of our fellowship with God by means of X (1Jn. 1:1-3). 
 F. For men to have the proper spiritual fellowship one with another (1Jn. 1:6 ,7) they must first have the 
  right fellowship with God, 
 
II. ...A RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS IN THE CHURCH. 
 A. The early church did things together.  They knew one another and helped meet needs together. 
 B. A communal sharing of goods was practiced by the early church (Ac. 4:32-35). 
 C. From the passage above I see the following relationships or attitudes: 
  1. Unity; one heart and soul (Ac. 4:32; 1Tim. 6:18). 
  2. Partakers together of their goods (Ac. 4:32b; 2Tim. 2:6). 
  3. Contributions were made to meet needs (Ac. 4:34; Rom. 15:26,27). 
  4. Distribution was made according to need (Ac. 4:35; 2Cor. 9:13). 
 D. The church was not in the manufacturing business.  But it was and still is in the people caring   
  business.  As needs arose the brethren did what was necessary to meet that need (Ac. 4:35). 
 E. In Acts 4, we see physical needs met and we must never overlook that our fellowship with one another 
  means to care for each one's spiritual needs as well.  Two very important passages: 
  . 1. When someone falls away from the church they have broken fellowship (Heb. 3:12,13). 
   2. Assemblies are to be used as times of encouragement (Heb. 10:24,25). 
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 F. Our relationship of fellowship one with another in the church means the sharing of both physical and 
  spiritual things for the good of all (Rom. 15:26,27). 
 
III. ...A RELATIONSHIP IN THE LIFE OF WORSHIP. 
 A. That may sound a bit "clumsy" but it really isn't. 
 B. The NT church was continually devoted to this kind of fellowship.  And failure on our part to do as they 
  did may be a big reason why they were a growing church and we are a stagnate one (Ac. 2:42-47). 
 C. Each individual Xian is to be upheld by the entire community of believers.  There are no second-class 
  citizens of the kingdom. 
 D. To be devoted to the fellowship, I see the following four things: 
  1. They were of one mind in the temple... They encouraged, not destroyed. 
  2. They took their meals together...  They spent time together outside the temple. 
  3. They praised God...    Their focus was outward and upward, not inward. 
  4. They had the favor of all the people... The more I have in common with others the better for all. 
 E. Part of our worship to God is our everyday life (Rom. 12:1,2).  Let us then be continually devoted to 
  spending time in fellowship one with another. 
 
IV. ...A RELATIONSHIP IN THE PUBLIC ASSEMBLY. 
 A. Our public assemblies of worship are times of fellowship. 
 B. Everything that we do in our public worship is to be done by all in the assembly under the connotation 
  of fellowship. 
 C. We are to have fellowship, one with another, in: 
  1. Singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). 
  2. Praying (Jas. 5:16; Eph. 6:18). 
  3. The Lord's Supper; Communion (1Cor. 10:16; 11:17; Ac. 20:7). 
  4. Giving (1Cor. 16:1,2; 2Cor. 8:3). 
  5. Teaching and preaching (Gal. 6:6; Phil. 4:15). 
 D. These acts of worship as we call them are to be done by all for each one's own good and the   
  glorification of God.  The only spectator in worship is God, all others are participants. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. I have not defined the term fellowship in a technical way.  But what I have tried to do is to show how 
  the Bible uses the word fellowship and how we must practice fellowship» 
 B. Fellowship then, can be viewed as a relationship: 
  1. With Christ. 
  2. With others in the church. 
  3. In the life of worship. 
  4. In the public assembly. 
 C. The limits, boundaries, and standards of fellowship have been discussed in other lessons. 
 D. I close then with the idea that fellowship is a must in the public worship, a must in our everyday lives, a 
  must in our relationship with other Xians, and an absolute necessity with Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 


