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CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Lectureship theme:  Great Themes of Colossians. 
 B. Thank-yous , appreciations, etc . 
 C. Colossians is a good practical book which can help the church conquer the problems of today. 
 D. My subject is "Christ and the Church" and it will be a pleasure to deliver this lesson. 
 E. Many place a great importance on Christ as the author of salvation and try to give their allegiance to 
  Him.  But many of these same people fail to give proper importance and allegiance to the church for 
  which He died. 
 F. To give our lives to Christ means to work and worship in the church as He has directed.  To fail to  
  work and worship properly is to fail to follow Christ as completely as one should. 
 G. This lesson deals with the church as the collective body of Christians trying to function as the church. 
 H. We want to look at what the local congregation must do to ensure that they are the church functioning 
  with Christ as the head. 
 
I. JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 
 A. The first time that the Apostle Paul uses the word "church" in this letter he does so to say that the  
  church is the body or Christ and Jesus is the head of that body. 
 B. It goes without saying that every living body has a head.  And if the body is severed from the head or 
  doesn't do what the head dictates it will die. 
 C. Jesus is head of the church which is His body (Col. 1:18). 
 D. Therefore, as the body or church functions it must take its orders from the head.  Paul said this in  
  3:17. 
 
II. JESUS IS HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE CHURCH. 
 A. One interesting concept which is brought out in the Ephesians letter which has application here is that 
  Jesus is not only head of the church but is also head over all things to the church. 
 B. Notice the difference in the sayings.  In Colossians Paul is saying that Jesus is all sufficient to nourish 
  and lead the church.  We will deal with that a little later.  In Ephesians Paul is saying something 
  different; that Jesus is also head over all things that pertain to the church or over all things the church 
  does. 
 C. Some have said that Jesus is the head of the church but will not allow Him to be head over all things 
  to the church. 
 D. Every world religion including Christianity has the following; 
  1. A form (entrance requirements). 
  2. An organization. 
  3. A unity. 
  4. A worship. 
  5. A work. 
 E. And since these things pertain to the church Jesus is the be head over them.  If one says that Jesus is 
  head of the church and does not follow Christ's directives in these five matters then in fact Jesus is  
  not head of that church. 
 F. Let us look at each one of these in detail and see how Christ is to be head of all of these things to the 
  church: 
  1. Form or entrance requirements (Rom. 6:17; 1Cor. 4:17). 
  2. Organization (Eph. 4:7,11,12; 1Cor. 12:28). 
  3. Unity (Eph. 4:3-7,13-16). 
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  4. Worship (Jn. 4:23-24; Rom. 12:1-2). 
  5. Work; evangelism, edification, benevolence (Lk. 19:10; Jn. 6:68; Mt. 25:31-46). 
 G. Any church who claims Christ as its head must also follow all of the directives in these five areas to 
  have its fellowship with Christ. 
 
III. JESUS CHRIST IS THE ALL-SUFFICIENT HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 
 A. The great message of Col. 1-13-20 is that Jesus Christ is to receive all of the honor, glory, and  
  pre-eminence in the church.  He is also all sufficient to nourish and feed the church (Col. 2:2-3). 
 B. There were, as I see it, three main problems the church in Colossae and having Jesus Christ as head 
  is the answer to all three. 
 C. Let us look at these in detail: 
  1. Syncretism, which says that one religion is not enough (Col. 2:8,9). 
   a. Today we practice this with horoscopes, Quiji boards, creeds, dogmas, and any extra books 
    followed as if inspired. 
   b. Many Asians they say are baptized but do not to give up other religion's practices, they just 
    add one more to the list of what they do. 
   c. The solution to Syncretism is Jesus (Col. 2:6,7). 
  2. Gnosticism, having superior knowledge (Col. 2:20-23). 
   a. Proverbs 14:12; Jer. 10:23; and Eccl. 12:13 all speak to this subject. 
   b. Today this same belief is called humanism  
   c. The solution to such problems is Jesus (1Jn. 2:27; 1Cor. 1:18-31). 
  3. Mysticism, the worship of angels, and visions (Col. 2:18-19). 
   a. Today this kind of belief is seen Pentecostalism. 
   b. This is leaning too much on the 'spirit' of worship and not enough on the truth of worship  
    (Jn. 4:24). 
   c. The solution to such problems is Jesus (Heb. 1:6,14; 1:3-4). 
 D. Any church claiming to have Jesus as its head but yet turns to these things is not a church functioning 
  as it should.  Christ is not the head of that church. 
 
IV. THE SUBSTANCE BELONGS TO CHRIST. 
 A. Scripture text:  Colossians 2:13-16. 
 B. A church who is allowing Jesus to function as head and be head over all things will not look back to 
  the bondage of sin. 
 C. We know that the OT had a great and distinct purpose in bringing us to Christ.  Now that we have Him 
  let us not look back (Gal. 3:21; Rom. 10:4; Gal. 5:4). 
 D. The OT was just a shadow of things to come.  That which was causing the shadow, that which we  
  were waiting for has arrived (Col. 2:17; 2:13-14). 
 E. Paul worked hard to teach every man so that he might be complete in Christ (Col. 1:28-29). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The Bible still speaks to our every need. 
 B. Some of the problems in the church of Colossae are the problems in the church today. 
 C. Christ is the answer, if we will let him be head of the church and head over all things to the church. 
 D. May we give Christ all of the praise, glory, and obedience that He so rightly deserves and then He will 
  truly be the head of the church wherever the church meets. 
 E. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 


