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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  1Peter 5:1-5. 
 B. This morning's lesson is on leadership and fellowship in the church.  Both of these characteristics  
  need to be present for the church to accomplish its tasks on earth. 
 C. We are richly blessed with four elders in this congregation.  They are our leaders.  We as a   
  congregation are the followers.  If the leaders and the followers will work together, according to the will 
  of God, there will be no end to what will be accomplished (Gen. 11:6). 
 
I. LEADERSHIP. 
 A. Christ has given the church elders (Eph. 4:7,11). 
 B. Every congregation of the Lord's church are to have elders (Ac. 14:23). 
 C. Paul instructed Titus to appoint elders as part of setting things in order in a congregation (Titus 1:5). 
 
II. LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES. 
 A. Elders are to have their authority in those who reside (or worship) with them (1Pet. 5:1,2). 
 B. There should also be a plurality of elders in a place not just one. 
 C. Elders are to shepherd (or tend to) the flock.  The analogy here is that an elder should do the same 
  things for their flock as the good shepherd does for his sheep (Ac. 20:28; Jn. 21:16; 10:14). 
 D. Under this heading (shepherding the flock) four important things; 
  1. Rule, not under compulsion (2Cor. 9:7).  An elder should want to serve from his heart. 
  2. Rule, not for sordid gain (shameful gain), but eagerly.  One can pay an elder for serving, but the 
   elder should not be a hireling or mercenary (Lk. 10:7). 
  3. Rule, not lording it over those in their charge (Mk. 10:43). 
  4. Being an example to the flock (1Pet. 2:21; 1Pet. 5:4). 
 E. Elders will received a great reward for their work (1Pet. 5:4; 1Tim. 5:17). 
 
III. FOLLOWSHIP. 
 A. Just as the elders are to be examples to the flock, so in the same way younger men are to follow the 
  older ones, the congregation is to be humble and follow the elders (1Pet. 5:5). 
 B. Paul gives some examples of poor followship in the life of Moses: 
  1. Idolatry (v7). 
   False worship of the golden calf; today, we are to worship in spirit and truth (Jn. 4:24). 
  2. Immorality (v8). 
   This is a sin under both covenants. 
  3. Trying God (v9). 
   Those who rebelled, spoke against Moses and were in effect trying God (Jude v10-11). 
  4. Grumbling (v10). 
   Rumors, backbiting, gossip, complaining do not edify or encourage (Eph. 4:29; 1Cor. 10:1-10). 
 C. Elders can't lead if no one is willing to follow.  A congregation can keep the elders from doing their job. 
 D. The congregation can't follow unless the elders are willing to lead.  Elders can hold back the   
  congregation if they are not careful. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Both leadership and followship are needed for the church to grow. 
 B. We must always do things according to the NT. 
 C. Elders--be leaders; congregation--be followers. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 


