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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 16:13-19. 
 B. Within our text Jesus will give us four important facts about the church He is to build. 
 C. This prophecy is important in giving a more full understanding about the church.  The four facts are: 
  1. All revelation comes from above. 
  2. The foundation of the church is Jesus Christ, not Peter. 
  3. Nothing outside the church can bring it down. 
  4. The apostles have authority to bind and loose (doctrine). 
 
I. REVELATION COMES FROM ABOVE. 
 A. Scripture text:  Mt. 16:16,17. 
 B. The only reason that Peter knew Jesus was the Son of God was because God through Christ revealed 
  it to him. 
 C. Man cannot find God, God must therefore, reveal Himself to man (1Tim. 6:16; Ac. 17:17. 
 D. Two kinds of revelation from God; general and specific: 
  1. General revelation is nature and the creation (Rom. 1:19,20). 
  2. Specific revelation is God's word to us (Rom. 3:2; 2Tim. 3:16,17; Jude 3). 
 E. Man can never hope to guide his own footsteps and know how to be pleasing to God in the church by 
  his own revelation (Mt. 15:8,9). 
 
II. FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH IS CHRIST, NOT PETER. 
 A. Based on the fact that Jesus was the Son of God, the church was to built. 
 B. Some have confused the teaching of the passage making Peter the rock or foundation of the church; 
  this is not true (1Cor. 3:11). 
 C. The Greek word for 'Peter' is "petros" which is masculine in gender, and the word for 'rock' is "petra" 
  which is feminine in gender, so one cannot refer to the other. 
 D. The entire passage (from 16:13 on) is dealing with the proper belief in who Jesus is, and now with that 
  established, Jesus says it is on this one fact that His church will be built. 
 E. We cannot build the church on statements of men or upon any man.  The true church is built on Christ. 
 F. Even Martin Luther said not to name the church begun by himself after him, but just call themselves 
  Christians; they did not and the Lutheran Church is still in existence today. 
 
III. NOTHING OUTSIDE THE CHURCH WILL DESTROY IT. 
 A. Not only does the church have a great foundation in Jesus Christ, but a promise is made here about 
  nothing ever destroying the church. 
 B. Jesus death on the cross made us to be more than conquerors (Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:14-15;    
  Rom. 8:35-39). 
 C. The church is stronger than armies, nations, rulers, Satan, and sin.  Many have tried to take hold of 
  the kingdom and destroy it but have themselves been destroyed in trying. 
 
IV. THE APOSTLES HAVE AUTHORITY TO BIND AND LOOSE (DOCTRINE). 
 A. Verse 19 is applied to all of the apostles in Mt. 18:18. 
 B. The key to the passage is in the verb tenses.  We must understand that whatever the apostles said to 
  do and not to do, had already been decided in heaven by God. 
 C. The verb tenses are ‘present’ for the apostles and ‘past’ for God in heaven. 
 D. Our admonition is then to follow the example that they have given us (their testimony is true) and not 
  bind where God hasn't bound and not loose where God hasn't loosed. 
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 E. Paul and John have said not to go beyond what is written (1Cor. 4:6; 2Jn. 9). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. To have a church which is patterned after the precepts of the NT we have studied at least four of the 
  factors needed: 
  1. All revelation comes from above. 
  2. The foundation of the church is Jesus Christ. 
  3. Nothing outside the church will destroy it, and 
  4. The apostles have authority to bind and loose (doctrine). 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


