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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text: James 4:6-10. 
 B. When we come to Christ in obedience (to become a Christian) an attitude of humbleness needs to be 
  present. 
 C. A pure heart of humbleness means greater grace and salvation, an attitude of pride means sin and  
  opposition of God. 
 
I. PRIDE VS. HUMBLENESS. 
 A. The phrase, "He gives greater grace" can apply to the HS or God. 
 B. This quote is from Proverbs 3:34 and is used by Peter in 1Pet. 5:5. 
 C. Pride leads the list of the seven deadly sins (Prov. 6:16). 
 D. All that is in the world is partly due to the pride of life. 
 E. Satan appealed to Eve's pride, "you will be wise like God" in causing sin to come into the world  
  (Gen. 3:5). 
 F. Humbleness is a characteristic of those who want to inherit the kingdom.  Jesus taught the importance 
  of humbleness in His parable of the publican and the Pharisee (Lk. 18:9-14). 
 
II. THE DEVIL IS CONQUERORED BY OUR HUMBLENESS. 
 A. Scripture text: Jas. 4:7. 
 B. God deals with those who are humble, while Satan visits the proud, 
 C. To submit to God means to put on humility, while causing the Devil to flee. 
 D. Jesus caused Satan to flee for a little while after not giving in to the three temptations (Mt. 4:8). 
 E. By our humbleness and God giving grace, we can resist the devil.  An attitude of wanting to do right, 
  will keep Satan "at bay" in trying to get us to do wrong. 
 
III. DRAWING NEAR TO GOD MEANS BECOMMING A CHRISTIAN. 
 A. This verse (Jas. 4:8) is best explained in light of Heb. 10:22. 
 B. Hebrews 10:22 says four things about how to draw near unto God: 
  1. With a sincere (true) heart (Mt. 5:8). 
  2. In full assurance of faith (Ac. 8:37). 
  3. Having hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, repentance (Mal. 4:6; Mt. 3:2). 
  4. Our body washed with pure water, baptism (Titus 3:5; Ac. 22:16). 
 C. In summary, to draw near to God is to do all things from a sincere heart, come in faith, repentance,  
  and baptism. 
 
IV. OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LOST. 
 A. Scripture text: Jas. 4:9. 
 B. We need to know of the gravity of the situation when one is lost in sin.  It should make us weep and 
  mourn, for their souls. 
 C. When we realize our condition when we were lost, we should have the same attitude about others  
  (Ac. 2:37). 
 D. There is no joy or happiness in sin. 
 
V. AN EVANGELISTIC APPEAL. 
 A. The phrase in 4:8 to "purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands means the same in this context as 
  drawing near to God.  This is an appeal to become a Christian. 
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 B. In 4:10 the admonition is to humble oneself, so that God can exalt you.  The exalting is done in  
  baptism when we share in the resurrection of Christ, and walk in newness of life. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. We have seen the following about the attitude or humbleness, mourning, and weeping: 
  1. It conquers pride. 
  2. It conquers Satan. 
  3. It puts one on the road to becoming a Christian. 
  4. It produces a proper attitude toward sin and the lost. 
  5. It gives an evangelistic appeal to do right. 
 B. To be miserable, mourn, and weep is to put things in the proper perspective about sin and salvation.  
  Those who can be miserable, mourn, and weep will develop an attitude of humbleness as to be  
  saved. 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


