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CHEATING OURSELVES 
Although they may not know it, some people are cheating themselves!  Even as much as we dislike cheating 
and being cheated, we can do it to ourselves if we are not careful. 
 
Cheating is when we arrive at conclusions, receive rewards, or take certain things by unlawful means.  Some 
people cheat on the government when paying their taxes.  Some people cheat on one another in athletic 
competition, and probably to some degree there is cheating in the business world as well.  As much as good 
people hate cheating, it still takes place.  Anyone who has even been cheated out of something can quickly 
develop an attitude of hate for this form of sin. 
 
But strangely enough some cheat, themselves, when they really shouldn't.  I know of some people who cheated 
on the golf course when I was in high school.  They thought they could become better golfers by cheating on 
their score.  They didn't improve their game, they just became good liars.  They only cheated themselves 
because soon many knew of their ways and refused to play with them. 
 
Athletes can never cheat and "get ahead of the game."  Paul knew this and wrote Timothy the following, And 
also, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules" 
(2Tim. 2:5).  A particular game is no longer sport If the rules are broken.  And the analogy here is that 
Christianity is no longer Christ-like if we do not live according to the rules.  There is within the Bible a pattern laid 
down for us to follow.  By observing these rules in our lives we may live the Christian life in an acceptable 
manner.  But some have cheated themselves into thinking they can receive the prize (eternal life) and still break 
the rules. 
 
We cheat ourselves when we think that we can compete however we want to and still be considered worthy to 
win the prize.  Paul makes it very clear that the athlete who does not compete according to the rules does not  
win the prize.  The same is true in Christianity.  We must live according to the commands of the New Testament 
if we are to receive the prize of eternal life.  If we do not live according to these rules, we are cheating only 
ourselves. 
 
Or are we?  We may also be cheating others.  If we say that, we are bound for heaven, and then live like the 
devil, others may follow our same  example.  As we cheat ourselves, we may cause others to cheat themselves 
as well.  When the rich man was in torment (Lk. 16 319-31) he realized how he did not live faithfully while on 
earth, and so much so that he wanted someone to go and warn his brothers so that they might not join him in 
that terrible place. 
 
Cheating never does anyone any good.  Only harm can result for all involved.  Being cheated out of something 
one as worked hard for is a bitter pill to swallow, but cheating oneself is the worst kind of medicine.  It is only the 
hard-working farmer who ought to receive the first share of the crops" (2Tim. 2:6).  Those who have a Positive 
Spiritual Attitude (PSA) will be hard-working, fair, commandment-keeping individuals, so they will not cheat 
themselves out of the eternal prize. 
 
 


