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COMMENTARY 
Commentary is not always a valuable thing.  Occasionally as I watch television, there are programs that appear 
which hope to inform us as to the good and bad points of particular movies, books, and speeches.  We are to 
pay attention to these "critics" because of their supposed expertise on the subject, and by listening to what they 
have to say we will then not waste our time with certain shows, movies, or books which they deem 
unacceptable. 
 
Sometimes commentary can get carried away, whereas the commentary seems to have greater importance that 
the object under scrutiny.  How many times have we heard the President make a nationally televised speech, 
only to have the commentary after it last, twice as long as the speech itself?  Do we really need our intelligence 
insulted by such commentary? 
 
Movies have always become box office hits because of word of mouth.  Most people I know could not care less 
about the critic's review as long as a trusted friend like the picture.  Based on their friend's advice, not the 
professional critic, we decide whether or not to see the particular movie.  It is probably the idea that we can get 
paid, and paid well, for our opinion that has caused many to enter the field of commentary.  Being a little 
controversial doesn't hurt the ratings either. 
 
But commentary, in and of itself is not bad.  We do, as a whole, respect and desire those that have knowledge in 
a particular discipline to tell us (who are not as well versed) whether or not a particular venture is worth our time, 
money, or effort.  This is true in the spiritual realm as well. 
 
Bible commentaries are plentiful in book stores and religious catalogs.  Men who have devoted their whole life to 
the study of the scriptures write down their findings and opinions for our benefit.  It is to our enlightenment to see 
what has been written on a particular subject because we may not have thought of the possibilities given by 
interpretation. 
 
But the bottom line is, we do not need anyone to tell us what the Bible says, except the Bible.  Commentary is 
only an aid to Bible study, not a substitute for it.  Let us always remember that "the New Testament throws a lot 
of light on the New Testament commentaries."  Commentary is good, but only up to a point. 
 
Some movies that the "critics" dislike, I have enjoyed very much.  Some may not like the restaurants I do, but I 
am the one eating the food!  I am not interested in some of the classics, but other smaller (usually paperback) 
books I would never part with.  The Bible is to be investigated by every individual.  It will stand against any logic, 
scrutiny, and commentary leveled against it. 
 
Never take someone 's word for what the Bible says.  There are so many that have never studied; they can only 
boast of things they do not know.  If the critics do not like it (and most do not) that does not mean it is not the 
word of God (popularity never determines truth).  Let us not be swayed by needless and worthless commentary 
of the scriptures.  Investigate them for yourself and only then can you rightly discern the message of the Bible. 
 
In closing I realize that PSA is also commentary.  This article, as it has appeared, is not to take the place of the 
Scriptures, but to point to them as the source of true happiness.  This commentary is not meant to insult the 
intelligence but to stimulate it to further thought in light of New Testament teachings.  No commentary, including 
this one, is as important as the real thing itself, the Bible. 


