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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Romans 2:12-16.  Sentinel, OK; 22. 
 B. At first glance some might be able to see a contradiction of scripture in Rom.2:12 and Rom. 4:15. 
 C. One text says that it is possible to sin without the law while the other says that without law there is no 
  sin. 
 D. Such is not a contraction of Bible doctrine but a misunderstanding of Bible teachings. 
 E. Let us see that these two statements are not in violation by understanding the Romans 2 passage. 
 
I. TWO GROUPS OF PEOPLE SPOKEN OF. 
 A. To understand the passage one must first realize that there are two different groups of people spoken 
  of in 2:12. 
 B. Those given the Law, those who sinned under the Law, and those who will be judged by the Law are 
  one and the same, the Jews (Rom. 2:14). 
  Application in reverse (2:17; 3:1,2). 
 C. This is a universal fact of scripture that only the Jews were given the Law (the Law of Moses). 
 D. Those who sin without the law, and perish without the Law, are one and the same, the Gentiles. 
  Romans 2:14; 1:16 (this comprises everyone) 
 E. Therefore those who can sin without the Law, are the Gentiles. Jews sin because they are under the 
  law. 
 
II. HOW THE JEWS CAN SIN UNDER THE LAW. 
 A. The Jews can sin under the Law by violating the ceremonial laws.  This would have reference to laws 
  concerning sacrifices, the burning of incense and their OT worship. 
 B. The Jews can sin under the Law by violating the moral laws. This can have reference to the "10  
  Commandments" such as "Thou shall not commit adultery." 
 C. The Jews can sin under the Law by violating their conscience.  Things as simple as drinking coffee  
  can be wrong, regardless of sinfulness by doctrine, if a person deems it wrong for themselves. 
 D. The apostle wrapped up these three ways by stating that only doers of the Law will be justified  
  (Rom. 2:13). 
 
III. HOW THE GENTILES CAN SIN WITHOUT THE LAW. 
 A. The Gentiles can sin against God, and themselves in the same ways the Jews could sin under the  
  Law.  (Remember the Law was only given to the Jews, not to the Gentiles.) 
 B. The Gentiles can sin without the Law by violating their ceremonial laws.  The Gentiles are still under 
  Patriarchal Law, but the Jews are not.  This law contained sacrifices and capital punishment   
  (Gen. 4:3,4; 8:20; 9:6). 
  (The Jews stopped all ceremonial laws not contained in the Law of Moses, while the Gentiles would 
  still be bound by them.) 
 C. The Gentiles can sin without the Law by violating their moral laws (Rom. 2:14-15a). 
  (No doubt of much borrowing had taken place, see verse 26). 
 D. The Gentiles can sin without the Law by violating their conscience (Rom. 2:15b). 
  (This  very analogous, if not completely so, to the Jews and their consciences.) 
  James 4:17 (This can be applied apart from the commandments.) 
 
IV. WHAT THE APOSTLE PAUL HAS DONE. 
 A. First, he has established that the Jews are in need of forgiveness because of sin.  Being just hearers 
  of the Law (Rom. 2:12b-13). 
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 B. Second, he has established that the Gentiles are in need of forgiveness because of sin. One can  
  perish without Law (Rom. 2:12a). 
 C. And third, he can now confidently make the following claim that all have sinned and have fallen short 
  of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 
 
VI. PRESENT DAY ANOLOGY. 
 A. Christians today have been given the gospel of Christ, and will sin, if we are hearers only (Jas. 1:22). 
 B. Non-Christians will perish (and sin) without obeying (being under) the law of Christ. 
 C. The "man in Africa" will receive his reward from God, if it is possible for him to perfectly keep all  
  ceremonial, moral, and conscience laws as illustrated by the Gentiles.  But remember that Paul said 
  that no one can perfectly keep these laws (Rom. 3:23). 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. There is no contradiction between Rom. 2:12 and 4:15.  Both Jews and Gentiles had a law to keep, it 
  just wasn’t the same law, therefore both could sin and perish. 
 B. Romans 4:15 is true that without law there is no sin, but man has always been given a law by God,  
  whether it is Patriarchal, Mosaic, or Christian. 
 C. As sinners, (Rom. 3:10) we need, the righteousness and blood of Christ to make us whole in God’s 
  sight (Rom. 3:24,25). 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


