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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  James 2:1-13.  Sentinel, OK; 15. 
 B. There are many stumbling blocks to faithful service in the Lord's kingdom.  Worldly riches and attitude 
  can stand in the way when it comes to matters of faith. 
 C. Tonight's lesson deals with four simple ways that we can be poor to the world and rich in faith.  Mostly 
  it is a matter of attitude. 
 
I. NO ATTITUDE OF RESPECT OF PERSONS. 
 A. Within the text, we see that Christians were giving preferred treatment to the rich, which was an  
  attitude of personal favoritism. 
 B. This also meant that they were judging with evil motives (Jas. 2 :1). 
 C. If we are to be like Christ, we are going to be like God, and God is not a respecter of persons.  All men 
  are treated alike (Rom. 2:11). 
 D. There are really only two kinds of people in the world; 
  1. Sinners, those outside of Christ. 
  2. Saved sinners, those in Christ who continually need His blood. 
 E. Paul gives us some "sweet to the ear" teachings that are very hard to follow (Rom. 12:14-21). 
 
II. A PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD WORLDLY GOODS. 
 A. We live in a very materialistic society.  With the use of checks, credit cards, and bank loans we are  
  able to obtain many, many goods and things. 
 B. Even though the owning of things is not wrong we must not let them influence our attitude of what is 
  good and what is bad. 
 C. The rich young ruler had many possessions and it affected his eternal salvation. 
 D. Christians will display a different attitude: 
  1. They will remember Jesus‘ words on the mount (Mt. 6:33). 
  2. They will share their possessions when other people have need (Ac. 2:45). 
  3. They realize that life is more than physical things (Lk. 12:15). 
 E. Also let us remember that God struck down Ananias and Sapphira for their attitude toward wealth. 
 
III. AN ATTITUDE OF A HATRED OF SIN. 
 A. We tend to classify sin as whether it is little, medium, or big.  God doesn't.  Look at the lists of sins  
  (Rom. 8:28-32; Gal. 5:19-21; 2Tim. 3:1-5). 
 B. In the text (v9-11) James says that the showing of partiality can be sin, which makes one guilty of the 
  law. 
 C. Verse 10 has sometimes been misunderstood but really needn't be.  To be guilty of anything of the law 
  (Christ or Moses) one needs forgiveness no matter how well he keeps the rest of the law. 
  EXAMPLE:  One may not break a single civil law; but if he speeds he is guilty of the law the same 
     as if he broken any other law. 
     or 
     just because we are so faithful in most areas of the law does not give us permission to 
     break it in other parts.' 
  EXAMPLE: We may break a mirror in a small part but the rest of it will shatter, or if one breaks  
     through a fence at one pert he has overcome the entire fencer or if one breaks one link 
     of a chain he has rendered useless the entire chain. 
 D. In our development of attitude against gin we should hate all kinds of sin, and not attempt to classify, 
  and therefore justify. 
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V. OUR ATTITUDE SHOULD GIVE US A DIFFERENT LIFE. 
 A. The apostle Peter gives a tremendous check list when it comes to our attitude for daily living   
  (2Pet. 1:5-11). 
 B. Emphasis on verse 10. 
 C. Some Christians don't like their Christianity because they have never tried to give all to God.  Their  
  mind says one thing while the Bible says another. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. James is a book that cannot be misunderstood!  Let us not miss the point that personal favoritism, like 
  any other worldly attitude will keep us from being faithful to God. 
 B. Read James 2:12. 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


