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WHAT IS THE CHURCH?                Sentinel, OK 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Ephesians 4:11-13. 
 B. Second sermon delivered as pulpit evangelist for the Northeast church of Christ in Sentinel, OK.  
 C. This question, "What Is The Church" can be answered many ways, all Biblically correct.  Tonight we 
  shall look at some characteristics of the church which each congregation needs. 
 D. The five are: 
  1. The church is built on God's word. 
  2. It is a suffering church. 
  3. It is a sharing church. 
  4. It is a universal church. 
  5. It is a maturing church. 
 
I. THE CHURCH IS BUILT ON GOD'S WORD. 
 A. We received God's word in becoming individual Christians being added to the church    
  (Ac. 2:41; 1Th. 2:13; 2Th. 2:14). 
 B. As Christians we must continue to receive God's word to be faithful (Gal. 1:8,9). 
 C. In the above, Paul was greatly amazed they had abandoned the gospel so fast.  
 D. Galatians 1:8,9 is important because we are reminded of and constantly celebrated.  One example is 
  the Lord’s Supper. 
 E. We cannot outgrow our need for the word of God to keep us on the right path.  (Example of   
  outgrowing skating.)  
 
II. CHURCH IS A SUFFERING CHURCH. 
 A. Jesus warned that being a Christian would require some suffering (Mt. 16:24). 
 B. The apostle Paul told Timothy the same thing about persecution; which causes suffering (2Tim. 3:12). 
 C. The early Christians suffered many things at the hands of the Jews and Romans (Ac. 5:41). 
 D. We must remember that God sometimes measures success differently than we do.  Be sure to use 
  God's measurements rather than man's. 
 
III. CHURCH IS A SHARING CHURCH. 
 A. Many times in the NT we read of Christians helping others.  Christians saw to the needs of others and 
  their communities before their own needs.  
 B. They helped those who didn't have anything (Ac. 4:32-37). 
 C. Christians then, and Christians today must think of themselves as stewards of God's gifts and   
  responsible for their proper use (Ac. 11:28-30; 1Cor. 16:1,2). 
 
IV. THE CHURCH IS UNIVERSAL. 
 A. One great difference in the two covenants of the Bible is that God dealt with entire nations in the OT 
  and deals with individuals today. 
 B. The church is universal because God made it possible for all men to be one in CJ (Gal. 3:28). 
 C. There are to be no divisions among faithful Christians (1Cor. 1:10). 
 
V. THE CHURCH IS CONSTANTLY MATURING IN CHRIST. 
 A. God has set up different offices and functions to help Christ's church grow and mature (Eph. 4:11-13). 
 B. Each part of the church is unique having a distinct and important role.  Each part must do its part for 
  the whole congregation to go forward (1Cor. 12:12-27). 
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CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Being these five things can help each congregation become a vibrant, living NT church as God would 
  have it. 
 B. Each member striving to: 
  1. Live by God's word. 
  2. Suffering hardship with one another. 
  3. Sharing God's wealth with those in need. 
  4. Breaking down social and economic walls. 
  5. Growing in grace and knowledge will make Christ's church strong and growing, both spiritually 
   and numerically. 
 C. Let us set these things as goals for Northeast! 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


