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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  John 7:33-36. 
 B. A brief explanation: 
  1. v33 - Jesus is speaking of His ascension. 
  2. v34 - Most assume JC meant heaven but the Pharisees didn't understand. 
  3. v35 - One explanation is that He is going to leave that part of the country. 
  4. v36 - The Pharisees sneer at the whole idea? They even thought that He might kill himself and 
   thus go to Gehenna. 
 C. The basis of our lesson is: how do we find Jesus, how do we go to the place He says the Pharisees 
  can't come?  
 
I. YOU CAN'T FIND JESUS IF YOU DON'T LOVE HIM. 
 A. Jesus knows if our love is for Him. we may be able to fool others but we cannot fool Him (Jn. 5:42). 
 B. Love is the FIRST step in finding Jesus.  This is the greatest commandment (Mt. 22:37). 
 C. Jesus answers the lawyer's question and then tells him of the second commandment and the   
  importance for these two (22:40). 
 D. Commandment keeping is not enough!  
 
II. BUT THIS LOVE MUST BE SINCERE. 
 A. Paul gives us a command (to the Corinthians) to prove our love (2Cor. 8:8). 
 B. We know we must have a sincere love because God proved His love for us.  We have an example  
  (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:6-8). 
 C. Therefore to make sure our love is genuine, we must follow our devotion with proof (1Jn. 3:18). 
 
III. EXPRESSING (PROVING) OUR LOVE. 
 A. We know how much we love God by how we have love for those things associated with God. 
  1. EXAMPLE: Mother with bronze shoes of deceased child.  
  2. EXAMPLE: Woman with stolen TV, silver, and vandalized pictures.  
 B. What is our attitude about: Bible study, worship attendance, giving, the Lord's supper, practicing  
  evangelism, etc. All these things are associated with God. 
 C. Since we can't see God or talk to God (like one talks with another) we show (prove) our love for God 
  by how we act toward those things associated with God.  
 D. When we have proved our love, the next step is finding Christ. 
 
IV. HOW TO FIND CHRIST. 
 A. We remain in God's, love when we keep His commandments (Jn. 14:21). 
 B. And John 14 :21 says, when out of a sincere love we keep God’s commands, Jesus will be made  
  manifest to us.  WE FIND JESUS! 
 C. The Pharisees wouldn’t find Jesus because: 
  1. They did not love Him. 
  2. They did keep His commandments. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. There is no mystery in finding Jesus.  He is found through deep, earnest love and by that devotion -- 
  the keeping of the commandments of God. 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 


