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WHAT I OWE MY HOME CONGREGATION            Decatur, IL 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Ephesians 4:13-16. 
 B. Christians assemble to worship in a place which is close to their homes.  This assembly is called a  
  'congregation' or 'church'. 
 C. This is how God would have it.  Therefore, those who worship in a particular place have certain  
  obligations to fulfill. 
 D. This lesson is to look at what a Christian owes his home congregation. 
 
I. FACTS TO UNDERSTAND ABDUT THE CHURCH. 
 A. The word "church" as used in the NT can refer to the body of Christ universal or to the local   
  congregation of saints (Rom. 16:1; 1Cor. 1:2). 
  Notice all references to the seven churches in Rev. 1, 2. 
 B. In today's lesson we shall refer to the church in the sense of the local congregation. 
 C. Another fact of the church is that there are no second class citizens of God's kingdom (Gal. 3:27-29; 
  1Cor. 12:13). 
 D. Therefore, since "we are in this together" there are certain things each member must do to insure the 
  life and growth of the local congregation.  These things that we must do make up the individual  
  Christian's responsibility to the church. 
 
I (THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN) HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY... 
II. ...OF LIVING A GOOD LIFE. 
 A. Jesus mentioned this kind of life in His sermon on the mount (Mt. 5:13-16). 
 B. The grace of God, Jesus Christ, teaches us to live a godly life (Titus 2:11-13). 
 C. The reason for this is that people see the bad or the negative more often and much quicker that they 
  see the positive. 
 D Paul's words to Timothy (1Tim. 4:16). 
 
II. ...TO SUPPORT THE LEADERS OF THE CONGREGATION. 
 A. The examples of Moses and the children of Israel serve as an example for us not to murmur and  
  complain (Ex.:  Korah's rebellion). 
 B. Gossip, slander, and idle chatter can ruin a good leader. 
 C. If you do not have anything good to say about someone don't say it! (Phil. 4:8; Mt. 12:34). 
 
III. ...TO ATTEND THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
 A. For years and years preachers have talked of the passage in Hebrews 10 and used it to push   
  attendance. 
 B. Let us put this passage (10:25) in context to see WHY it is so important to attend the worship services 
  (Heb. 10:23-25). 
 C. We see the following in the passage: 
  1. We are to hold fast the confession of our faith. 
  2. Christ is faithful to us. 
  3. We are to consider how to encourage and build up one another. 
  4. Not to forsake assembling together. 
  5. To assemble more often, to encourage, as a good habit. 
  6. Assemble before the great day draws near. 
 D. Church attendance is "sandwiched" between encouraging one another.  We assemble to encourage! 
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 E. Satan throw his darts of temptation and sin all week at us, we need to built up.  We are built up by  
  being together. 
 
IV. ...TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT THE CONGREGATION. 
 A. The economy in which we live demands money to be able to obtain or sell goods.  The church is no 
  different. 
 B. The gospel is free of money cost (it does cost us our life, Mt. 16:24), but the aids to our work are not 
  free. 
 C. To expedite the gospel church buildings with heat and light, a supported evangelist, Bible school  
  materials, communion supplies, and etc. are necessary.  All of these take money. 
 D. When a congregation chooses to have these things then the congregation must insure the financial 
  support to keep them operating. 
 E. The apostle Paul gives us an example in 1Cor. 16:1,2 when the brethren "pooled" their money to meet 
  financial needs. 
 F. We need to give weekly to the needs of the family, even when we are not present because even  
  though we may be gone, the bills are still there. 
 
V. ...TO PATTERN MY LIFE AFTER CHRIST. 
 A. Jesus did three main things while He was on the earth.  We need to do the same three in the local  
  congregation where we worship. 
 B. Jesus: 
  1. Was evangelistic (Lk. 19:10). 
  2. Was a teacher (Mt. 23:8; Mk. 10:17). 
  3. Met people's physical needs, was benevolent (Jn. 9:6; Mt. 25:31-46). 
 C. We are to have the same attitude as Jesus (Phil. 2:5).  When we do, we will do all of these things for 
  the local congregation. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Every member doing their part will cause the body (church) to grow. 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


