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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Mark 16:15-16. 
 B. Many times preachers have preached on evangelism, and not on Christian living. 
 C. Many times preachers have preached on Christian living and not on evangelism. 
 D. But tonight's topic of "Friendship Evangelism" hopes to merge the two. 
 E. They must be merged if the church is to grow. 
 
I. STATISTICS ON CHURCH GROWTH. 
 A. The following statistics have been compiled from many churches of Christ, and show where their  
  members are coming from. 
 B. Why are you a member of the church of Christ? 
  1. 3 - 5%   walk-in, church building in neighborhood. 
  2. 2 - 3%   programs, bus ministries, etc. 
  3. 3 - 5%   the preacher or minister. 
  4. 1 - 2%   special needs met ; retarded, deaf, blind, etc. 
  5. 1 - 2%   visitation by "cold turkey” door-knocking. 
  6. 3 - 5%   Sunday School. 
  7. 0.0001%   gospel meetings, revivals, crusades, etc. 
   10-30 %   Total. 
  8. 70-90%  friends, relatives or parents. 
 C. The most successful way that people have become members of the church of Christ is friendship  
  evangelism. 
 
II. STEP ONE:  STUDY THE BIBLE. 
 A. Because people are afraid to do "door-knocking" or get involved with some kind of program, there  
  need s to be another way in which to win the world for Jesus and still live the Christian life. 
 B. We need to be able to study for KNOWLEDGE and PRACTICALITY. 
  Example:  What does gopher wood mean to you?  Story of girl and mother. 
 C. Two business men, and one bet$5 the other could not say the Lord’s Prayer. 
 D. Two women thinking the epistle s were the wives of the apostle s. 
 E. We have let the Sunday School teachers, and preachers do our studying for us!  This is wrong! 
 F. A salesman will know his product, company, and message.  
 G. Both the Old and New Testaments tell us that we can be destroyed by the lack of knowledge   
  (Hos. 4:6; Ac. 17:30). 
 
III. STEP TWO:  PRAYER. 
 A. Paul told the Thessalonians to "pray without ceasing” (1Th.5:17). 
 B. Even though God may not be answering our prayer like we think He should, keep on praying, good 
  things will happen in your life.  
 C. We must pray in faith, and that means to have actions accompany our prayers. 
  Example:  Praying for rain and don't bring any umbrellas.  
 D. Example:  A woman prayed all night for a mountain to move, looked the next morning, it didn't, she  
  said she didn't believe it would anyway. 
 E. I don't believe it is any accident that Acts 6:4 lists prayer in front of ministry of the word. 
 F. God has given us a spirit, not of timidity, but of power, love and self-control. 
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IV. STEP THREE:  BEWARE OF OUR INFLUENCE. 
 A. We are to be different from the world, as when we are people will know it (Rom. 12:1,2). 
 B. Jesus said that all men would know that we are His disciples if we would have love, one for another. 
 C. Let us take a look at this passage of scripture: 2Corinthians 2:14,15. 
 D. The world hated Christ because He testified of it.  He was different. 
 E. But to those who are searching for a better life, our life (aroma) can be a powerful influence on others. 
 
V. STEP FOUR:  GO TO WORK. 
 A. Why should we sing "I want, to be a worker for the Lord" and then not follow through on our wish? 
 B. Romans 12:9 says to, "abhor that which is evil," which means we hate the sin, but love the sinner. 
 C. Part of our working to win the lost, and live the faithful Christian life is attending all the functions  
  (spiritual and social) of the church; other people won't want to be committed to something we aren't 
  committed too. 
 D. Do our work with joy.  Jesus had joy in His heart when He died on the cross.  He had joy throughout 
  His life, in helping people. 
 
VI. BE A FRIEND. 
 A. Some people say that we are living in a world that says, "don't get involved." 
 B. If we are to live lives acceptable to God and win souls to Jesus we must be involved! 
 C. People who are searching for meaning, purpose, and directing want someone to get involved in their 
  lives!  We need to be that involvement.  
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Review five step plan for doing "friendship evangelism." 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


